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REPORT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT.  ;;j;/7 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY.  ,,  ,, 

The  result  of  the  joint  action  and  labors  of  the  resper^ve;! 
trustees  of  the  estates  of  Walter  L.  Newberry  and  John 
Crerar  was  the  draft  and  subsequent  enactment  of  a  bill  by  the 
legislature  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  and  promote 
the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries  in  cities,  villages,  and 
towns  in  this  state.  Approved  June  17,  1891,"  under  which  law 
this  corporation  is  organized. 

The  directors  specifically  named  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Crerar 
were  first  assembled  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Marshall  Field  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  November,  1894,  at  the  request  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Estate  of  John  Crerar.  A  report  was  made  by  the  Trustees 
to  the  Directors,  and  action  was  taken  thereupon  at  the  meeting, 
resulting  in  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
held  January  2,  1895,  at  which  a  complete  organization  was 
effected. 

The  work  of  the  first  year  of  the  library  has  been  one  of 
organization,  and  the  consideration  of  different  plans  involving 
the  character  and  scope  of  the  library,  the  creation  of  by-laws, 
and  the  election  of  officers  and  committees.  It  has  been  deter- 
mined as  the  permanent  financial  policy  of  the  library  that  its 
annual  expenditures  shall  not  exceed  the  annual  income  and  the 
accumulation  thereof,  and  that  such  policy  can  be  changed  only 
by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

It  has  also  been  determined  that  the  library  shall  be  a  free 
reference  library  and  a  library  of  science,  containing  books 
which  may  be  classed  under  the  heads  of  popular  science, 
practical  science,  and  applied  science,  and,  at  the  outset,  sup- 
plied with  a  collection  of  reference  books  essential  to  all 
libraries,  such  as  encyclopaedias,  dictionaries,  atlases,  charts, 
bibliographical  works,  catalogues,  histories,  and  the  English 
classics,  and  that  there  be  departments  of  social  science,  archi- 
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tecture,  civil  and  mechanical  engineering,  and  astronomy.  The 
policy  of  the  library  is  to  limit  the  number  of  departments  to 
such  as  can  be  fully  supplied  and  maintained  by  the  resources 
of  the  corporation. 

Tht  sixth  story  of  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Washington 
Street  and  Wabash  Avenue  has  been  rented  for  a  period  of  five 
V..MIS  r,s  temporary  quarters  for  the  library,  and  has  been 
arranged  and  adapted  to  its  uses. 

The  financial  policy  adopted  by  the  Board  and  the  determina- 
tion to  create  a  reference  library  of  science  have  received  general 
commendation  and  approval  from  the  press  and  from  the  public. 

Mr.  Clement  Walker  Andrews  was,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
March,  1895,  appointed  librarian,  to  enter  upon  his  duties  the 
1st  of  September. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian  upon  the  condition  of  the  library 
and  its  work  is  herewith  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

At  the  request  of  this  Board,  a  conference  was  suggested 
with  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  the  Newberry  Library,  and 
this  library,  to  consider  the  question  of  policies  to  be  adopted  to. 
prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  unnecessary  duplication  in  the  purchase 
of  books  in  the  libraries  named.  Committees  have  now  been 
appointed  by  the  respective  libraries,  and  as  soon  as  practicable 
an  early  arrangement  will  be  made  for  the  proposed  conference. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  library  will  be  shown  fully  in 
the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  is  submitted  as  a  part  of  this 
report. 

By  the  action  of  the  Board,  the  moneys  and  securities  be- 
queathed to  the  library  as  the  residuary  legatee  of  the  estate  of 
John  Crerar  were  turned  over  to  the  corporation  in  May  last  by 
the  Trustees,  and  accepted,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  to  be 
subject  to  the  order  and  discretion  of  the  Board. 

The  composition  of  the  Board  of  Directors  during  the  year 
has  remained  as  designated  by  Mr.  Crerar  in  his  last  will  and 
testament. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

CHICAGO,  January  ii    1896.  President. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FINANCES  FOR  YEAR   1895. 


CASH. 

RECEIPTS. 


Collections  account  income    -  -     $96,203.95 
Profit  and  Loss        -  I52-°5 

Premium  on  investments,  refund  273.62 

Trustees  of  Estate  of  John  Crerar, 

for  Endowment  Fund  140,000.00     $236,629.62 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Audited  vouchers  $9,021.31 

Investments  :  bonds,  mortgages,  etc.  -   185,931.41     $194,952.72 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1895     -  $  41,676.90 


OPERATION. 


INCOME. 


Income  $96,203.95 

Profit  and  Loss  i52-°5       $96,356.00 


EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.    -  -  $5,001.75 
Salaries,  Wages  2,225.83 

Supplies  -       707.46 
Transportation,  Postage  66.40 

Sundries  383.80       $8,385.24  • 

Books  493.95 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Repairs  -    v    s-    •.        900.00       $  9,779.19 

Surplus  for  year    1895  $86,576.81 
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Bonds 
Stocks,  etc. 
Mortgage  Loans 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 
Cash 


ASSETS. 


i,oo8,i6i.oo 
5I»252.39 
146.25 
41,676.90    $1,938,611.94 


LIABILITIES. 


Endowment  Fund 
Surplus  Account,  1895 
Audited  Vouchers 


$1,851,131.00 

86,576.81 

904.13 


$1,938,611.94 


The  Trustees  of  the  Estate  of  John  Crerar  on  April  i,  1895, 
delivered  to  the  library  securities  valued  at  $1,711,131.00, 
on  October  31,  1895,  $140,000  cash,  and  they  report  that  they 
still  hold  various  securities  which  will  increase  materially  the 
endowment  of  the  library. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.    J.    LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
CHICAGO,  January  n,  1896. 


REPORT  OF  THE   LIBRARIAN, 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  The  report  of  the  Librarian  on  the  work  of  the 
library  during  the  past  year  and  on  its  condition  at  the  present 
time  necessarily  will  be  brief.  At  the  time  of  my  election  as 
librarian,  on  March  23d,  it  was  understood  that  the  duties  of  the 
office  would  be  undertaken  on  September  ist.  With  the  consent 
of  the  Directors,  however,  some  six  weeks  during  the  spring  and 
summer  were  employed  usefully  in  making  two  visits  to  Chicago, 
and  a  series  of  visits  to  the  leading  Eastern  libraries;  and  a  plan 
for  the  development  of  the  library  was  presented  to  the  Directors 
under  date  of  July  gth.  From  September  ist,  the  full  time  of 
the  librarian  has  been  given  to  the  work,  except  as  prevented  by 
illness.  Before  leaving  Boston,  the  copying  of  the  order-lists  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  which  had  been 
begun  in  June,  was  completed,  and  many  omissions  in  them  filled 
by  a  careful  comparison  with  the  card  catalogue  of  the  institute 
libraries.  Since  work  in  the  temporary  quarters  has  been  pos- 
sible, these  lists  have  been  again  extended,  after  consultation  by 
the  Librarian  and  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  most  available 
authorities.  It  is  hoped  that  the  first  list,  containing  the  reference 
books,  can  be  reported  to  the  Committee  on  Books  at  an  early 
date. 

The  Committee  on  Administration  having  decided  that  the 
accession-book  of  the  library  should  not  be  opened  until  1896, 
as  yet  no  books  have  been  formally  entered  as  the  property  of. 
the  library.  There  are,  however,  some  two  hundred  volumes, 
besides  Mr.  Crerar's  personal  library,  awaiting  entry.  Many  of 
these  have  been  received  by  gift,  showing  an  interest  in  the 
library,  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  Chicago  and  of  other  cities, 
which  promises  well  for  its  future. 

Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  the 
plans  for  temporary  quarters,  and  to  the  supervision  of  the  work 
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on  them.  This  has  been  delayed  beyond  expectation,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  another  month  will  see  all  done  that  needs  to  be  done 
before  final  preparations  tor  opening  to  the  public  are  begun. 
The  room  which  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  cloak-room  has  been 
fitted  up  as  a  temporary  office,  and  from  December  7th  the 
office-work  of  the  library  has  been  carried  on  there. 

In  consultation  with  the  Committee  on  Administration,  many 
details  of  the  library  service  have  been  determined  and  reported 
to  the  Board  for  approval,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  such 
positions  on  the  staff  as  should  be  filled  in  the  near  future. 
Pending  the  choice  of  a  chief  cataloguer,  the  selection  of  his 
assistants  has  not  been  undertaken,  except  so  far  as  absolutely 
necessary.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  July 
1 6th,  Mr.  Anderson  H.  Hopkins,  then  first  assistant  in  the  library 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  was  appointed  assistant  librarian, 
and  entered  on  his  duties  on  October  1st.  On  December  ist, 
the  staff  was  increased  to  the  present  number  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Editha  C.  Phelps  as  order  clerk.  This  force  is  as 
large  as  can  work  to  advantage  in  the  present  restricted  quarters, 
but  it  should  be  increased  as  soon  as  more  room  is  available. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

CHICAGO,  January  n,  1896.  Librarian. 


RECORD   OF  ORGANIZATION. 

AN  ACT  TO  ENCOURAGE  AND  PROMOTE  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  IN  CITIES,  VILLAGES,  AND  TOWNS  OF 
THIS  STATE. 

SECTION  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  General  Assembly:  That  whenever  property, 
real  or  personal,  has  heretofore  been  or  shall  be  devised  or 
bequeathed  by  last  will  and  testament,  or  granted,  conveyed,  or 
donated  by  deed  or  other  instrument,  to  trustees,  to  be  applied 
by  them  to  the  foundation  and  establishment  in  any  of  the  cities, 
villages,  and  towns  of  this  State  of  a  free  public  library,  it  shall 
be  lawful,  when  not  otherwise  provided  in  said  will  or  other 
instrument  of  gift,  for  the  acting  trustees  in  any  such  case,  in 
order  to  promote  the  better  establishment,  maintenance,  and 
management  of  such  library,  to  cause  to  be  formed  a  corporation 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  with  the  rights,  powers,  and 
privileges  hereinafter  provided  for. 

SECTION  2.  Such  acting  trustees  may  make,  sign,  and  acknowl- 
edge before  any  officer  authorized  to  take  acknowledgments  of 
deeds  in  this  state,  and  file  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  a 
statement  in  writing,  in  which  shall  be  set  forth  the  intent  of  such 
trustees  to  form  a  corporation  under  this  Act;  a  copy  of  the  will 
or  other  instrument  by  which  endowment  of  said  library  has  been 
provided;  the  name  adopted  for  the  proposed  corporation 
(which  shall  not  be  the  name  of  any  other  corporation  already 
existing);  the  city,  village,  or  town  in  which  the  library  and  the 
principal  place  of  business  of  the  corporation  will  be  located; 
the  number  of  managers  who  may  be  denominated  trustees,  man- 
agers, or  directors  of  the  corporation,  and  the  names  of  the  trus- 
tees, managers,  or  directors  who  are  to  constitute  the  original 
board  of  such  officers,  and  who  shall  hold  until  their  successors 
respectively  are  elected  and  qualified  as  in  this  Act  provided. 


i2  RECORD    OF    ORGANIZATION. 

SECTION  3.  Upon  the  filing  in  his  office  of  such  a  statement  as 
aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  issue  to  the  incorporators, 
under  his  hand  and  seal  of  state,  a  certificate,  of  which  the  afore- 
said statement  shall  be  a  part,  declaring  that  the  organization  of 
the  corporation  is  perfected.  The  incorporators  shall  thereupon 
cause  such  certificate  to  be  recorded  in  a  proper  record-book  for 
the  purpose  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county 
in  which  the  said  library  is  to  be  located;  and  thereupon  the  cor- 
poration shall  be  deemed  fully  organized,  and  may  proceed  to 
carry  out  its  corporate  purposes,  and  may  receive  by  conveyance 
from  the  trustees  under  said  will,  deed,  or  other  instrument  of 
donation,  the  property  provided  by  will  or  otherwise  as  aforesaid 
for  the  endowment  of  said  library,  and  may  hold  the  same  in 
whatever  form  it  may  have  been  received  or  conveyed  by  said 
trustees  until  such  form  shall  be  changed  by  the  action  of  the 
said  corporation. 

SECTION  4.  Organizations  formed  under  this  Act  shall  be 
bodies  corporate  and  politic,  to  be  known  under  the  names  stated 
in  the  respective  certificates  or  articles  of  incorporation,  and"  by 
such  corporate  names  they  shall  have  and  possess  the  ordinary 
rights  and  incidents  of  corporations,  and  shall  be  capable  of  taking, 
holding,  and  disposing  of  real  and  personal  estate  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  organization.  The  provisions  of  any  will,  deed,  or 
other  instrument  by  which  endowment  is  given  to  said  library  and 
accepted  by  said  trustees,  managers,  or  directors  shall,  as  to  such 
endowment,  be  a  part  of  the  organic  and  fundamental  law  of  such 
corporation.  The  trustees,  managers,  or  directors  of  any  such 
corporation  shall  compose  its  members,  and  shall  not  be  less 
than  seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  in  number;  shall  elect  the  offi- 
cers of  the  corporation  from  their  number,  and  shall  have  control 
and  management  of  its  affairs  and  property;  may  accept  dona- 
tions, and  in  their  discretion  hold  the  same  in  the  form  in  which 
they  are  given,  for  all  purposes  of  science,  literature,  and  art 
germane  to  the  object  and  purpose  .of  said  corporation.  They 
may  fill  by  election,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  chief  justice 
for  the  time  being,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  vacancies 
occurring  in  their  own  number  by  death,  incapacity,  retirement, 
or  otherwise,  and  may  make  lawful  by-laws  for  the  management 
of  the  corporation  and  of  the  library,  which  by-laws  shall  set  forth 
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what  officers  there  shall  be  of  the  corporation,  and  shall  define 
and  prescribe  their  respective  duties.  They  may  appoint  and 
employ,  from  time  to  time,  such  agents  and  employees  as  they 
deem  necessary  for  the  efficient  administration  and  conduct  of 
the  library,  and  other  affairs  of  the  corporation.  Whenever  any 
trustee,  manager,  or  director  shall  be  elected  to  fill  any  vacancy, 
a  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  corporation,  giving  the  name  of 
the  person  elected,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  recorder  of 
deeds  where  the  articles  of  incorporation  are  recorded.  When- 
ever, by  the  provisions  of  such  will,  deed,  or  other  instrument  by 
which  endowment  is  created,  the  institution  endowed  is  declared 
to  be  and  is  free  and  public,  the  library  and  other  property  of 
such  corporation  shall  be  forever  exempt  from  taxation. 

The  trustees,  managers,  or  directors  of  such  corporation  shall, 
in  the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  cause  to  be  made  a  report 
to  the  governor  of  the  state,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3ist  day 
of  December  preceding,  of  the  condition  of  the  library  and  of 
the  funds  and  other  property  of  the  corporation,  showing  the 
assets  and  investments  of  such  corporation  in  detail. 

Approved  June  17,  1891. 

STATEMENT  FOR   INCORPORATION. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 


COUNTY  OF  COOK,    r 
To  THE  HON.  WILLIAM  H.  HINRICHSEN, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Norman  Williams  and  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  the  acting  trus- 
tees under  the  last  will  and  testament  of  John  Crerar,  deceased, 
which  was  admitted  to  probate  in  the  Probate  Court  of  Cook 
County,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  I4th  day  of  November, 
A.D.  1889,  hereby  make  the  following  statement,  to-wit: 

First:  That  it  is  the  intent  of  the  said  Norman  Williams  and 
Huntington  W.  Jackson,  trustees  as  aforesaid  under  the  said  last 
will  and  testament,  to  form,  under  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  encourage  and  pro- 
mote the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries  in  cities,  villages, 
and  towns  in  this  state,"  approved  June  17,  A.D.  1891,  in  force 
July  i,  A.D.  1891,  a  corporation  to  receive  by  conveyance  from 
the  said  trustees  under  the  said  last  will  and  testament  the  prop- 
erty held  in  trust,  under  and  by  virtue  of  said  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  the  said  John  Crerar,  deceased,  and  in  said  last  will  and 
testament  given,  devised,  and  bequeathed  for  the  erection,  creation, 
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and  maintenance,  and  endowment  of  a  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  to  be 
called  "  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY,"  to  be  located  in  that  portion 
of  the  City  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  known  as  "The  South  Division," 
said  corporation  being  formed  to  promote  the  better  establish- 
ment, maintenance,  and  management  of  said  library,  and  to  hold, 
administer,  and  manage  the  said  property  as  the  endowment  of 
the  said  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  in  execution  of  the  purpose  and 
intent  declared  by  the  said  last  will  and  testament,  and  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  statute  aforesaid. 

A  copy  of  the  said  last  will  and  testament,  by  which  the 
endowment  of  said  library  has  been  provided,  is  here  set  out, 
and  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following: 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  AMEN: 

I,  JOHN  CRERAR,  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois, 
being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  do  hereby  make,  publish,  and 
declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to-wit, 


Item  fiftieth.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  I  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago  since  1862,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  my 
fortune  has  been  accumulated  here,  and  acknowledging  with 
hearty  gratitude  the  kindness  which  has  always  been  extended 
to  me  by  my  many  friends,  and  by  my  business  and  social  ac- 
quaintances and  associates,  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all  the 
rest,  remainder,  and  residue  of  my  estate,  both  real  and  personal, 
for  the  erection,  creation,  maintenance,  and  endowment  of  a  FREE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  to  be  called  "THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY,"  and 
to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  a  preference  being 
given  to  the  South  Division  of  the  city,  inasmuch  as  the  New- 
berry  Library  will  be  located  in  the  North  Division.  I  direct  that 
my  executors  and  trustees  cause  an  act  of  incorporation,  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois,  to  be  procured  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
this  bequest,  and  I  request  that  Norman  Williams  be  made  the 
first  president  thereof,  and  that,  in  addition  to  my  executors  and 
trustees,  the  following  named  friends  of  mine  will  act  as  the  first 
board  of  directors  in  such  corporation,  and  aid  and  assist  my 
executors  and  trustees  therein,  namely:  Marshall  Field,  E.  W. 
Blatchford,  T.  B.  Blackstone,  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  Henry  W. 
Bishop,  Edward  G.  Mason,  Albert  Keep,  Edson  Keith,  Simon  J. 
McPherson,  John  M.  Clark,  and  George  A.  Armour,  or  their  sur- 
vivors. I  desire  the  building  to  be  tasteful,  substantial,  and  fire- 
proof, and  that  a  sufficient  fund  be  reserved  over  and  above  the 
cost  of  its  construction  to  provide,  maintain,  and  support  a 
library  for  all  time.  I  desire  the  books  and  periodicals  selected 
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with  a  view  to  create  and  sustain  a  healthy  moral  and  Christian 
sentiment  in  the  community,  and  that  all  nastiness  and  immorality 
be  excluded.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  that  there  shall  not  be  any- 
thing but  hymn-books  and  sermons,  but  I  mean  that  dirty  French 
novels  and  all  skeptical  trash  and  works  of  questionable  moral 
tone  shall  never  be  found  in  this  library.  I  want  its  atmosphere 
that  of  Christian  refinement,  and  its  aim  and  object  the  building 
up  of  character,  and  I  rest  content  that  the  friends  I  have  named 
will  carry  out  my  wishes  in  these  particulars. 


In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  to  this  my 
last  will  and  testament,  consisting  of  eighteen  written  pages,  this 
5th  day  of  August,  A.D.  1886. 

JOHN  CRERAR. 

Signed,  published,  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Crerar,  as 
his  last  will  and  testament  in  the  presence  of  us,  who,  at  his  re- 
quest, in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  have 
hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses,  this  5th  day  of 
August,  A.D.  1886.  GEORGE  STURGES, 

107  Pine  St.,  Chicago. 

WM.  F.  DUMMER, 

Evanston,  Ills. 

ARTHUR  D.  WHEELER, 

Kenosha,  Wis. 

Second:  That  the  name  adopted  for  the  said  corporation  is 
THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Third:  That  the  library  and  the  principal  place  of  business  of 
the  said  corporation  will  be  located  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Fourth:  That  the  number  of  managers,  who  shall  be  denomi- 
nated directors,  will  be  thirteen,  and  the  names  of  the  directors 
who  are  to  constitute  the  original  board  of  such  officers  are  the 
following: 

Norman  Williams,  Huntington  W.Jackson,  Marshall  Field,  E. 
W.  Blatchford,  T.  B.  Blackstone,  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  Henry  W. 
Bishop,  Edward  G.  Mason,  Albert  Keep,  Edson  Keith,  Simon  J. 
McPherson,  John  M.  Clark,  and  George  A.  Armour. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  the  said  Norman  Williams  and  Hunting- 
ton  W.  Jackson,  as  trustees,  as  aforesaid,  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  this  I3th  day  of  July,  A.D.  1894. 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 
HUNTINGTON  W.  JACKSON, 

Acting  trustees  of  the  estate  of  John  Crerar,  deceased. 
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STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 


is, ) 

-»   J 


cc 

COUNTY  OF  COOK,  J 

I,  William  J.  Louderback,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
and  state  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  this  6th  day  of  October, 
A.D.  1894,  personally  appeared  before  me  Norman  Williams,  to  me 
personally  known  to  be  the  same  person  who  executed  the  foregoing 
statement  as  acting  trustee  as  therein  stated,  and  acknowledged  that 
he  executed  the  same  as  such  trustee  for  the  purposes  therein  set  forth. 

In  Witness  Thereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day 
and  year  above  written. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  J.  LOUDERBACK, 

Notary  Public. 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  ) 
COUNTY  OF  COOK,    \ 

I,  W.  A.  McLaren,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  and  state 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  this  i3th  day  of  July,  A.D.  1894, 
personally  appeared  before  me  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  to  me  per- 
sonally known  to  be  the  same  person  who  executed  the  foregoing 
statement  as  acting  trustee  as  therein  stated,  and  acknowledged  that 
he  executed  the  same  as  such  trustee,  for  the  purposes  therein  set  forth. 
In  Witness  Thereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day 
and  year  above  written. 

[SEAL.]  W.  A.   MCLARE'N, 

Notary  Public. 

CERTIFICATE    OF   ORGANIZATION. 

STATE    OF    ILLINOIS. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

WILLIAM  H.  HINRICHSEN,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

To  All  to  Whom  These  Presents  Shall  Come — Greeting: — 

WHEREAS,  a  CERTIFICATE,  duly  signed  and  acknowledged, 
having  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
1 2th  day  of  October,  A.D.  1894,  for  the  organization  of 

THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY, 

under  and  in  'accordance  with  the  provisions  of  "  An  act  to 
encourage  and  promote  the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries 
in  cities,  villages,  and  towns  in  this  state,"  approved  June  17, 
1891,  and  in  force  July  I,  1891,  a  copy  of  which  certificate  is 
hereto  attached  and  made  a  part  hereof; 

Now,  THEREFORE,  I,  WILLIAM  H.  HINRICHSEN,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  duties 
vested  in  me  by  law,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 

THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY 
is  a  legally  organized  corporation  under  the  laws  of  this  state. 
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IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  hereto  set  my  hand,  and  cause  to  be 
affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  State. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Springfield,  this  I2th  day 
[SEAL.]  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred 
and  nineteenth. 

W.  H.  HINRICHSEN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  )  2,117,161 

COOK  COUNTY.      \ 

Filed  for  record  October    13,  1894,  at   n  o'clock   A.  M.,  and  re- 
corded in  Book  67  of  Corp.  Records,  page  5. 

SAM'L  B.  CHASE, 

Recorder. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

The  second  year  of  the  library  marks  progress  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  trusts  committed  to  the  Directors  by  the  will  of  Mr. 
Crerar.  The  space  secured  in  the  sixth  floor  of  the  building  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  Street  and  Wabash  Avenue  has  been 
arranged,  and  quite  completely  prepared,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds,  for  the  uses  and  wants 
of  a  library  of  65,000  volumes,  with  a  seating .  capacity  in  the 
reading-room  for  about  seventy-five  persons.  The  decorations,, 
furniture,  and  fittings  are  serviceable  and  in  good  taste. 

There  have  been  acquired  20,000  publications,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Books ;  and  there  are  employed  in  the 
library,  besides  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian,  seventeen  persons, 
who  have  received  their  appointments  by  the  Board  upon  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Administration. 

The  library  will  be  in  readiness  to  open  its  doors  to  the  pub- 
lic by  the  ist  of  April  next. 

Changes  in  the  Board  of  Directors  have  occurred  during  the 
past  year  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Edward  G.  Mason,  which 
was  accepted  April  25,  1896,  and  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Frank 
S.  Johnson,  October  10,  1896,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mason.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1896,  a  vacancy  occurred  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Edson 
Keith  —  the  first  death  which  has  occurred  among  those  named 
by  Mr.  Crerar  in  his  will  as  Directors  of  the  library.  This  vacancy 
has  not  yet  been  filled. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  this  Board,  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  and  the  Newberry  Library,  respectively,  appointed  com 
mittees  of  conference  to  meet  a  similar  committee  of  this  Board 
to  consider  and  adopt  such  measures  as  would  prevent  the 
unnecessary  duplication  of  the  purchase  of  volumes  by  the 
respective  libraries,  and,  if  possible,  to  define  the  special  field 
which  each  library  should  occupy  in  such  purchases.  The  com- 
mittees consisted  of  the  following  persons : 
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On  the  part  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  —  Dr.  Hirsch,  Mr. 
Hatch,  Mr.  Hild. 

On  the  part  of  the  Newberry  Library  —  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Head,  Mr.  Cheney. 

On  the  part  of  this  library  —  Dr.  McPherson,  Mr.  Armour, 
Mr.  Andrews. 

A  number  of  conferences  and  meetings  were  held  by  the 
joint  committees,  resulting  in  a  report  which  was  adopted  by 
the  libraries,  with  slight  modifications,  establishing  a  policy  of 
co-operation  of  public  libraries  in  Chicago  upon  this  important 
feature  of  library  work  —  a  feature  which  has  elsewhere  been 
often  considered,  but  has  not  been  before  adopted.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  recognition  and  adoption  of  this  policy  of  co-opera- 
tion amply  justifies  the  time  and  labor  given  to  the  consideration 
of  this  question.  As  the  immediate  result  of  this  policy  7,000 
volumes,  consisting  of  two  departments  of  natural  science  and 
useful  arts,  were  purchased  from  the  Newberry  Library. 

During  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $65,000  has  been  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  building  fund,  as  directed  by  the  Board;  and 
there  remain,  as  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  report,  balances  to 
the  credit  of  surplus  account  1895  anc^  1896,  the  disposition  of 
which  should  receive  your  consideration. 

The  details  of  the  management  of  the  library  are  fully  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Librarian,  and  the  condition  of  finances  are 
also  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  labors  which  have  devolved  upon  the  standing  committees 
during  the  past  year  have  been  unusually  arduous,  and  have  been 
performed  with  great  care  and  fidelity.  The  present  advanced 
condition  of  the  library,  and  the  details  of  work  enumerated  in 
the  report  of  the  Librarian,  attest  the  amount  of  time  and  service 
which  the  members  of  the  committees  have  liberally  devoted  to 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them. 

For  the  successful  results  of  the  year  the  President  expresses 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  appreciation  of  the  faithful  and 
effective  work  of  the  committees,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Librarian 
and  his  assistants. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

CHICAGO,  January  9,  1897.  President. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FINANCES  FOR  YEAR  1896. 
CASH. 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1895: 

In  bank  $41,626.90 

Librarian,  petty  cash  50.00       $41,676.90 

RECEIPTS. 

Collections  account  income  -       $105,585.52 
Bills  collectable  40.00 

Trustees  of  Estate  of  John  Crerar,  for 

Endowment  Fund  35,000.00     $140,625.52 

$182,302.42 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Audited  vouchers  $81,910.92 

Investments: 

Bonds  -   $57,019.27 

Stocks  6,900.00  $63,919.27     $145,830.19 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1896: 

In  bank  $36»355-36 

Librarian,  petty  cash  116.87       $36,472.23 

OPERATION. 

INCOME  $106,042.61 

EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.    -  $10,091.38 

Salaries,  Wages  -       13,183.86 

Supplies  1,904.65 

Printing  693.82 

•Transportation,  Postage                 387.01 

Sundries  1,119.26     $27,379.98 

Books: 

Books  $33,094.87 

Periodicals  332-38 

Binding  2,067.05 

Lettering,  Repairs  -  163. 33     $35,657-63 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Repairs  7,051.79 

Profit  and  Loss  9.00     $70,098.40 

Surplus  for  year  1896       -  $35,944.21 
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ASSETS. 

Bonds  $896,325.38 

Stocks  1,015,061.00 

Mortgage  Loans  49,769.77 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  14,392.06 

Bills  Collectable  59-92 

Cash  36,472.23 

Total  $2,012,080.36 

LIABILITIES. 

Endowment  Fund  $1,886,131.00 
Building  Fund  65,000.00 

Surplus  account,  1895  21,576.81 

Surplus  account,  1896  35,944.21 

Audited  vouchers  -  3,428.34 

Total  $2,012,080.36 

There  has   been  placed   insurance   covering  the  property  of 
the  library  to  the  extent  of  $47,220.00,  distributed  as  follows: 

Books  $28,000.00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  -                                     13,000.00 

Portraits  6,000.00 

Type  and  Cases  220.00 

Total  $47,220.00 

The  Trustees  of  the  Estate  of  John  Crerar  have  reported  that 
they  still   hold   for   the  library   various   securities  which  will  in- 
crease materially  the  amount  of  the  Endowment  Fund. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  J.   LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
CHICAGO,  January  9,  1897. 


We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  account 
and  securities  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  and  find  that  the  above 
statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  is  true  and  correct. 

SMITH,  RECKITT,  CLARKE  &  Co., 

Accountants  and  Auditors, 

169  Jackson  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
February  i,  1897. 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — The  period  -covered  by  this,  my. second  annual 
report,  has  been  one  of  great  importance  to  the  library.  The 
definition  of  its  scope,  and  of  its  relations  to  the  other  public 
libraries  of  the  city,  and  the  transfer  to  it  from  one  of  them  of 
practically  the  whole  of  two  important  departments,  were  mat- 
ters requiring  much  time  for  their  proper  settlement,  and  in  their 
importance  fully  justifying  the  expenditure.  The  better  defini- 
tion of  the  scope  of  the  library,  arrived  at  as  a  result  of  the  con- 
ferences between  the  libraries,  is  familiar  to  the  Directors,  and 
has  been  stated  to  the  public  in  the  circular  recently  prepared  by 
the  Committee  on  Administration.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
the  details  of  the  nearly  completed  transfer  to  the  John  Crerar 
Library  from  the  Newberry  Library  of  their  departments  of 
Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts  may  be  of  interest.  As  was 
reported  to  the  Directors  in  October,  the  Newberry  Library  had 
then  just  completed  the  list  of  books  which  they  were  willing  to 
transfer.  An  estimate  of  their  fair  market  value  was  made  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  an  agreement  with  the  financial  agent  of 
the  Newberry  Library  for  the  compromise  price  of  $16,000  for 
8,023  volumes  and  pamphlets.  This  agreement  was  ratified  by 
the  book  committees  of  the  two  libraries.  The  first  transfer  of 
books  was  made  late  in  November,  and  another  large  consign- 
ment, received  late  in  December,  practically  completed  it.  It  is 
hoped  that  a  final  adjustment  of  the  matter  can  be  made  this 
month.  Meanwhile  it  has  seemed  best  not  to  include  them 
among  the  receipts  of  the  past  year,  especially  since  but  few  vol- 
umes have  been  entered  on  our  books,  and  those  in  such  a  way  as 
to  separate  them  from  the  other  receipts. 

If  to  these  larger  matters  the  smaller,  but  very  important,  mat- 
ters of  detail  are  added,  and  the  supervision  of  the  fittings  and  furni- 
ture are  taken  into  account,  it  might  almost  seem  as  if  there  had 
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been  enough  of  such  preliminary  work  alone  to  occupy  fully  the 
time  of  the  greater  part  of  the  library  force.  Yet,  when  the  results 
of  the  routine  work  of  the  year  are  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  are  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  even  if  not  all  that  had  been 
hoped  for.  It  is  certainly  no  fault  of  the  members  of  the  staff 
that  more  has  not  been  accomplished,  for  they  have  worked  ear- 
nestly and  faithfully;  at  first  under  many  disadvantages  due  to  the 
tardy  completion  of  the  working-rooms.  It  is  evident  to  me  that 
the  disappointment  of  my  expectation  of  larger  accomplishment 
is  due,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  delay  caused  by  the  matters  al- 
ready mentioned;  secondly,  to  an  almost  inevitable  necessity  for 
time  to  properly  arrange  and  balance  the  work  of  the  library,  so 
as  to  produce  the  best  results;  and  finally,  to  a  wrong  estimate, 
on  my  part,  of  the  possible  rate  of  work,  or  rather  an  underesti- 
mate of  the  extra  time  needed  to  secure  the  highest  quality  of 
work. 

As  has  been  said  before,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  time 
has  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  details  of  the  administra- 
tive work  of  the  library,  such  as  the  establishment  of  rules  for  the 
cataloguing,  including,  of  course,  the  accession,  order,  and  shelf 
catalogues  as  well  as  the  general  card  catalogue;  the  prepara- 
tion of  library  forms;  the  organization  of  the  library  force;  the 
settlement  of  many  questions  arising  in  regard  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  books  on  the  shelves,  etc.  How  minute  the  con- 
sideration given  these  questions  must  be  can  be  fully  understood, 
I  think,  only  by  one  who  has  had  to  do  the  work. 

Without  attempting  here  to  give  all  the  results  of  this  work, 
I  would  like  to  put  on  record  a  few  of  the  most  important.  Per- 
haps the  most  important  of  all  have  been  due  to  the  decision 
of  the  Committee  on  Administration  to  offer  to  the  public  a 
printed  card  catalogue.  This  form  of  catalogue  is  not  only  con- 
venient, legible,  and  easily  kept  up  to  date,  but  the  permanence 
of  the  printed  card  compels  exceptionally  careful  work  on  the 
part  of  the  cataloguers.  It  has  a  very  great  additional  advan- 
tage, in  that  as  many  copies  of  a  title  as  are  desired  can  be  had 
for  the  mere  cost  of  the  cards.  This  enables  us  to  offer  to  those 
libraries  in  the  city  most  interested  in  our  work  a  complete  cata- 
logue of  our  library;  it  also  enables  us  to  try  the  interesting 
experiment  of  making  our  catalogue  in  the  triple  form  of  alphabet- 
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ical  author,  alphabetical  subject,  and  classed  subject, — an  arrange- 
ment which  is  unique,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  which  seems  to 
promise  all  the  advantages  obtainable  in  the  card  catalogue.  If 
this  is  supplemented  by  a  series  of  properly  prepared  bulletins, 
it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  library  has  not  failed  to  supply  a 
reasonable  means  of  access  to  its  treasures. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  add  that  the  Committee 
on  Administration  have  authorized  the  experimental  use  of  a 
patent  electrotype  plate,  which,  if  successful,  not  only  will  enable 
us  to  publish  the  bulletins  referred  to  above  at  a  minimum 
expense  or  a  maximum  frequency,  but  may  lead  to  a  great 
advance  in  co-operative  cataloguing. 

The  classification  of  the  books  on  the  shelves  has  been  made, 
as  was  proposed  in  my  preliminary  report,  in  accordance  with 
the  decimal  classification  of  Mr.  Dewey.  In  applying  the 
scheme  we  have  made  as  close  a  classification  as  possible,  having 
in  view  the  future  rather  than  the  immediate  needs  of  the  library. 
For  many  reasons,  we  have  not  changed  the  scheme  as  printed, 
except  in  two  instances,  although,  of  course,  in  many  of  the 
classes  we  shall  have  almost  no  books  ;  in  drawing  up  the  blanks 
for  the  presentation  of  statistics  the  Committee  on  Books  have 
omitted  or  grouped  together  these  classes  so  as  to  present  the 
statistics  in  a  manner  calculated  to  give  a  symmetrical  view  of  the 
library.  In  the  subordinate  arrangement  of  the  books  under 
each  subject  a  chronological  arrangement  has  been  preferred  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  library,  although  this  has  given  way  to  the 
more  customary  alphabetical  arrangement  by  authors,  or  even  to 
a  simple  accession  number  whenever  these  other  methods  seemed 
more  desirable.  While  the  arrangement  adopted  may  lead  in 
exceptional  cases  to  as  long  a  shelf-mark  as  123.456789  A 123, 
yet  even  this  number  is  as  quickly  written  as  the  author's  name 
and  the  shortest  possible  title,  which  are  required  by  many 
libraries ;  and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  much  more  legibly 
written.  By  the  use  of  these  marks,  too,  it  is  possible  to  dis- 
criminate most  easily  between  different  editions  of  the  same 
work,  a  matter  of  great  importance  in  a  scientific  library.  More- 
over, it  is  hoped  that  the  plan  of  having  a  comparatively  large 
reference  library  immediately  accessible  to  all  readers,  and  the 
whole  library  so  accessible  to  persons  engaged  in  special  research, 
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will  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  delivery-desk  work,  and  therefore 
the  use  of  these  shelf-marks  by  the  public. 

The  question  of  binding  has  also  received  much  considera- 
tion. Here,  as  in  many  other  matters,  Mr.  Hopkins's  experience 
has  been  of  great  value  to  the  library.  I  believe,  thanks  largely 
to  his  knowledge  of  binding  and  to  his  constant  watchfulness, 
that  the  books  are  being  placed  on  our  shelves  in  the  best 
condition  and  the  most  durable  form,  and  at  a  remarkably 
small  cost,  considering  the  quality  of  the  work.  Considera- 
tion has  been  paid,  of  course,  to  the  probable  amount  of  use 
which  each  work  is  likely  to  have,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  books  of 
real  value  have  been  bound  in  half  genuine  morocco  with  gilt 
tops,  the  latter  being  added  solely  for  economic  reasons,  on 
account  of  the  amount  of  dust  and  dirt  unavoidable  in  a  library 
situated  in  the  heart  of  the  business  district  of  a  city  burning 
soft  coal.  For  the  less  valuable  books  a  Holliston  cloth  binding 
has  been  adopted,  and  for  the  pamphlets  an  inexpensive  binding 
of  the  same.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  allow  us  to  escape 
that  nightmare  of  librarians,  a  mass  of  pamphlets  uncatalogued, 
unclassified,  and  unbound,  some  of  which  are  known  to  be  and 
others  suspected  to  be  of  value,  yet  utterly  useless  in  that 
condition.  It  should  be  added  that  the  arrangement  made  with 
our  binder  for  lettering  and  numbering  the  books  has  proved 
entirely  satisfactory.  The  appearance  of  the  book  is  not  marred 
by  an  ugly  paper  label,  all  danger  of  losing  the  shelf-mark 
through  careless  handling  or  bad  pasting  is  avoided,  the  shelf- 
mark  is  rather  more  legible,  and  the  cost  is  reasonable. 

In  the  selection  of  the  books  for  purchase  free  use  has  been 
made  of  the  copies  of  the  order-slips  of  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  but  these  have  been  largely  supplemented  by. 
the  use  of  available  bibliographies  and  the  advice  of  those  espe- 
cially qualified  to  advise,  and  in  the  Newberry  purchase  we  have 
the  advantage  of  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Poole  and  his  advisers.  In 
preparing  our  first  lists  an  attempt  was  made  to  cover  each  sub- 
ject nearly  exhaustively,  and  much  of  the  department  of  Applied 
Sciences  was  done  over  in  this  manner,  but  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
that  the  rate  at  which  the  books  could  be  prepared  for  the  public 
by  the  cataloguers  would  not  permit  more  than  a  small  fraction 
of  these  books  to  be  made  available  this  spring,  it  was  decided 
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to  order  the  best  works  only  on  each  subject,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  Applied  Sciences  and  a  good  part  of  the  Social  Sciences 
have  been  covered  in  this  way,  to  be  supplemented  by  an  ex- 
haustive treatment  later. 

The  methods  of  purchase  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Books 
have  approved  themselves  by  their  results.  For  the  greater  part 
of  scientific  literature,  the  necessity  of  having  the  latest  editions 
rather  than  the  finest  precludes  any  extensive  use  of  second-hand 
dealers  or  of  book  auctions,  but  wherever  possible  these  methods, 
and  especially  the  latter,  have  been  employed.  It  is  true  that  the 
method  of  purchasing  our  long  sets  through  the  Boston  Book 
Company  is  not  apparently  an  economical  one,  inasmuch  as  we 
pay  them,  by  agreement,  ten  per  cent  advance  over  regular  mar- 
ket rates,  in  return  for  a  guaranteed  collation  of  the  sets.  That 
this  is  a  wise  expenditure  I  am  firmly  convinced,  especially  as  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  is  any  more  than  what  it  would  cost  us 
to  do  the  work  equally  well  ourselves.  I  think  that  no  one 
will  doubt  the  wisdom  of  securing  this  guaranty  who  has  had  any 
experience  of  the  condition  of  the  sets  offered  as  complete  by 
second-hand  dealers,  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  missing 
portions  of  them.  That  the  guaranty  is  no  empty  form  is  shown 
bv  the  slowness  with  which  our  orders  are  filled,  and  by  the  re- 
port of  the  company  that  very  few  sets  were  found,  on  collation, 
to  be  perfect,  and  that  they  now  have  on  hand,  waiting  for  the 
filling  of  minor  defects,  some  $4,000  worth  of  our  orders. 

Since  the  appointment  of  the  Reference  Librarian,  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  has  been  spent  in  the  preparation  of  the  list  of  books 
to  be  placed  in  the  reading-room,  and  these  are  ordered  as  fast 
as  selected.  The  list  covers  about  1,000  titles,  perhaps  one  third 
of  the  capacity  of  the  room.  Plans  for  the  suitable  marking  of 
these  books  have  been  adopted,  and  their  transfer  from  the  reg- 
ular shelves  can  be  made  at  short  notice. 

I  will  close  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  amount  of  routine 
work  accomplished  in  each  department. 

The  work  in  the  order  department  has  been  the  only  one  oc- 
cupying a  full  year.  In  this  work  the  figures  quoted  really  cover 
a  little  more  than  a  year,  the  first  regular  order  having  been  given 
December,  1895,  but  as  those  for  1895  were  not  given  in  my  first 
report  they  are  included  in  this,  for  the  sake  of  completeness. 
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To  date,  XiQQ  orders  have  been  given;  of  which  904  were  auction 
orders  which  failed,  or  were  orders  lost  or  canceled  for  various 
reasons,  leaving  5,295  valid  orders,  covering  22,858  volumes  or 
pamphlets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $54,421.38.  Of  these,  2,658 
have  been  filled,  covering  7,878  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $21,094.87, 
and  there  are  outstanding  2,637  orders,  covering  13,130  volumes, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $33,333.72.  Of  these,  2,089  are  f°r  8,023 
volumes  or  pamphlets  at  the  agreed  price  of  $16,000,  from  the 
Newberry  Library,  on  account  of  which  a  partial  payment  of 
$12,000  has  been  made,  making  the  total  sum  spent  for  books 
$35,034.87.  The  classification  of  these  orders  and  of  their  esti- 
mated cost  is  shown  in  columns  A,  B  and  C  of  the  statistical 
appendix. 

The  accession  books  of  the  library  were  opened  February  1  3th, 
Since  that  date  there  have  been  accessioned  from  purchase  7,707, 
of  gifts  3,383,  a  total  of  11,090.  Of  these,  26  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  shelves  for  various  reasons,  leaving  11,064  net 
accessions,  of  which  10,801  are  bound  volumes,  129  unbound 
pamphlets,  and  134  individual  maps.  Their  classification  is  shown 
in  column  D.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  volumes 
have  been  bound  or  repaired,  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,805.05,  and 
8,359  volumes  have  been  lettered  and  prepared  for  the  shelves  at 
a  cost  of  $427.33. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  library  was  in  receipt  of  171  peri- 
odicals, of  which  64  were  received  by  gift  and  107  (besides  an 
indefinite  number  of  British  government  publications)  by  sub- 
scription, at  a  cost  of  $332.38.  A  list  of  periodicals  has  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Books,  containing 
1,317  titles,  at  an  estimated  annual  cost  of  $5,011.77.  The  more 
important  of  these  are  now  being  ordered;  others  will  be  ordered 
later,  as  recommendations  are  received  from  specialists. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  began  in  April,  but  has  been  greatly 
delayed  for  several  causes.  To  date  there  have  been  prepared 
3,747  titles,  covering  6,827  volumes.  Nearly  all  of  these  have 
been  sent  to  the  printer,  who  has  returned  proof  for  1,937  titles, 
and  has  printed  cards  for  1,459. 

The  6,827  volumes  catalogued  have  been  shelf-marked  and 
placed  on  the  shelves.  Their  distribution  is  shown  in  column  E. 
Besides  these,  1,532  volumes  of  government  documents  have 
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been  accessioned,  shelf-marked,  and  placed  on  the  shelves,  being 
accessible  to  the  public  through  the  printed  index,  so  that  8,359 
volumes  are  now  available. 

To  the  present  members  of  the  staff,  and  also  to  Miss  Angell, 
the  thanks  of  the  Librarian  are  due  for  the  faithfulness  and  energy 
with  which  they  have  worked,  in  spite  of  the  many  discourage- 
ments occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  properly  organizing  the 
work,  and  the  pressure  all  have  been  under  from  the  great  amount 
of  work  to  be  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

Librarian. 
CHICAGO,  January  2,  1897. 
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LIST  OF   DONORS. 

Volumes  or 
Pamphlets. 

Adams,  Hon.  George  E -. 184 

American  Philosophical  Society i 

American  Type  Founders'  Co. 2 

Amherst  College i 

Amory,  Mrs.  R.  G - i 

Andrews,  Clement  W :.. . 6 

Armour,  George  A.  — • 4 

Avery,  S.  P.,  &  Columbia  College,  New  York i 

Baldwin,  Charles  F. 21 

Bank  of  New  York i 

Beatty,  J.  G. .  i 

Beer,  William,  New  Orleans,  La.  — i 

Bishop,  Henry  W i 

Bolton,  C.  E.,  Cleveland,  O i 

Boston  Public  Library 7 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade  — 20 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commissioners .-. 2 

Chicago  Literary  Club i 

Chicago  Public  Library i 

Cobden  Club,  London,  Eng. 38 

Cole,  Geo.  W.. i 

Columbia  College — i 

Cook,  Susan  Gale 6 

Crerar,  John,  Estate  of 365 

Cudmore,  P.,  New  York i 

Cutler,  Mary  S.,  Albany,  N.  Y. i 

Detroit  Public  Library 4 

Dexter,  Lydia  A 12 

Egleston,  Thomas,  New  York i 

Garrett  Biblical  Institute  — ... 101 

Glessner,  Mrs.  Frances  M. i 

Gookin,  Frederick  W. .. 3 

Harlan,  A.  W 2 

Harvard  University 4 

H iersemann,  Karl  W.,  Leipzig,  Germany . 

Hoepli,  Ulrico,  Milan,  Italy 

H ollands,  W.  C.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

Holmes,  Bayard  . 

Illinois,  Secretary  of  State .    5 

Illinois  Society  Sons  of  Revolution 

Jackson,  Huntington  W 
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Volumes  or 
Pamphlets. 

James,  Edmund  J. 5 

Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library i 

Johns  Hopkins  University i 

Josephson,  A.  G.  S 30 

Koehler,  K.  F.,  Leipzig,  Germany i 

Lane,  Wm.  C.,  Boston,  Mass .  3 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University i 

Lemcke  and  Buechner,  New  York 13 

Lenox  Library 3 

Libbie  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass i 

Library  Bureau 3 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Robert  T . 175 

Longmans  &  Co.,  New  York i 

McCormick,  Cyrus  H. i 

McDonough,  Joseph,  Albany,  N.  Y. i 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health — i 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology . 13 

Milwaukee  Public  Library ..  i 

Missouri  Botanical  Gardens 

Newberry  Library 

Old  People's  Home  of  Chicago — - 

Peabody  Institute. 

Philosophical  Society  of  Washington 

Poole,  William  Frederick . . i 

Princeton  University .- 2 

Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng.  . , i 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association i 

Smithsonian  Institution 121 

South  End  Industrial  School,  Roxbury,  Mass. . i 

Stokes,  A.  P - i 

Taylor,  Hon.  Abner 3 

United  States  Government .  - .- 4281 

University  of  California 5 

University  of  Michigan i 

Wake,  C.  Staniland -  -  2 

White,  A.  T.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. i 

Williams,  Norman i 

Williams,  Theo.  F i 

Winter,  Noel -. - i 

World's   Columbian     Exposition.     German     Educational    Exhibit 

Commissioners i 

Yale  University i 


At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The 
John  Crerar  Library,  held  on  October  tenth,  1896,  the  following 
memorial,  presented  by  E.  W.  Blatchford,  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

EDSON    KEITH. 

"  On  August  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six,  John 
Crerar  made  his  last  will,  in  which  he  constituted  thirteen  of  his 
friends  the  Board  of  Trust  of  the  Library,  to  which  he  donated 
the  larger  portion  of  his  estate,  and  which  now  bears  his 
honored  name. 

Ten  years  have  passed  away,  and  not  till  now  has  this  circle 
been  broken  by  death. 

On  the  twenty-first  day  of  last  month,  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  there  was  removed  from  us  Edson  Keith. 

At  this  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trust,  held  since  the  sad 
event,  would  we  unite  in  appropriate  action  thereon. 

Resolved,  first,  that  in  the  death  of  Edson  Keith,  our  business 
community  has  lost  a  member  who  during  a  successful  career  of 
forty-two  years  has  maintained  inviolate  through  the  fluctuations 
of  the  times,  a  standard  of  integrity  which  has  challenged  the 
respect  of  all,  and  which  will  be  a  bright  example  of  those  who 
come  after  him.  Chicago  has  lost  a  citizen  who,  in  wise  advice 
given  in  municipal  administration,  in  aid  rendered  in  times  of 
emergency,  in  influence  used  in  the  selection  of  worthy  men  for 
office,  has  adorned  every  station  of  citizenship.  Society  has  lost 
one  who  has  exemplified  and  elevated  a  pure  and  stable  type  of 
social  life;  and  our  educational  and  benevolent  institutions  have 
lost  one  who  by  intelligent  counsel  and  generous  gifts  has  aided 
in  laying  permanent  foundations  of  wide  beneficence. 

Resolved,  second,  that  the  members  of  this  Board  of  Trust 
deeply  appreciate  the  character  and  feel  the  loss  of  Mr.  Keith. 


From  the  organization  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  with  constant 
faithfulness,  he  gave  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Library 
thoughtful  and  wise  counsel,  always  expressed  with  that  rare 
courtesy  for  which  in  every  relation  of  life  he  was  distinguished. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Administration,  he  at  once 
familiarized  himself  with  the  important  duties  devolving  on  this 
Committee,  never  absenting  himself  from  a  meeting,  and  bring- 
ing to  the  discussion  and  settlement  of  the  questions  before  it, 
valuable  views,  derived  from  careful  thought  and  long  and  varied 
experience. 

Resolved,  third,  that  this  action  be  spread  upon  the  records 
of  this  Board,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the 
family  of  Edson  Keith." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — The  progress  made  during  the  third  year  of 
the  history  of  the  library  is  shown  in  its  accessions  of  18,000 
volumes  and  outstanding  orders  for  over  6,000  additional  vol- 
umes. There  are  now  29,000  accessions  and  1,300  current 
periodicals,  all  of  which  volumes  and  periodicals  are  accessible 
for  use;  its  rooms  are  thrown  open  to  the  public  six  days  and 
evenings  of  each  week,  and  frequented  by  visitors  averaging 
from  eighty  to  ninety  persons  a  day;  and  there  is  a  staff  of 
twenty-three  attendants  exclusive  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer. 
The  visitors  are  students,  scholars,  and  workers  drawn  from  all 
professions  and  fields  of  mental  labor,  and  during  the  evenings 
and  on  Saturdays  quite  a  number  are  students  from  technical 
and  other  schools.  As  the  ease  and  convenience  of  getting 
publications  and  periodicals,  and  the  full  scope  of  the  library 
become  known  and  appreciated,  the  number  of  readers  may  be 
expected  to  increase  steadily.  There  is  quite  a  demand  for 
works  on  Industrial  Arts,  and  it  might  be  well  to  expand  the 
field  of  the  library  somewhat  in  this  direction. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian,  to  which  your  attention  is  partic- 
ularly invited,  will  give  in  detail  the  work  of  the  year  by  the 
Librarian,  Committees,  and  the  staff  of  employees,  and  the 
results  specifically  attained;  which  I  am  sure  will  be  most  grati- 
fying. For  their  faithful  and  efficient  work  the  President  desires 
to  express  his  grateful  acknowledgment. 

As  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  report  the  final  payment  has 
been  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Estate  of  John  Crerar, 
deceased,  under  the  fiftieth  item  of  his  will,  providing  for  the 
erection,  execution,  maintenance,  and  endowment  of  the  library. 
The  funds  of  the  library  are  invested  in  conservative' securities, 
and  the  income  is  uniform  and  steady.  The  operation  accounts 
for  the  year  show  a  surplus  of  about  $34,500  to  be  carried  to  the 
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Building  Fund.  An  account  has  been  opened  styled  "Security 
Reserve  Fund,"  being  the  excess  of  moneys  received  on  the  sale 
of  securities  as  compared  with  their  value  on  the  books  of  the 
library,  having  for  its  purpose  the  future  protection  of  the 
Endowment  and  Building  Funds  ;  which  account  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  term  of  the  present  lease«of  the  premises  occupied  by 
the  library  expires  May  i,  1900.  The  arrangement  of  the 
rooms  and  their  adaptability  to  the  use  of  the  library  are  most 
satisfactory,  and  will  be  so  for  some  years  to  come.  It  is 
thought,  moreover,  that  the  amount  of  our  Building  Fund  in 
1900  will  not  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  construction  of  a  per- 
manent building  at  that  time,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that 
the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  consider  the  question 
whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
extending  the  present  lease  for  a  term  of  years,  and  to  ascertain 
if  such  an  extension  can  be  procured  and  for  what  period  of 
time  and  upon  what  terms. 

All  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors  have  now  been  filled. 
On  June  19,  1897,  Peter  Stenger  Grosscup  was  elected  a  Director 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Edson  Keith,  and 
this  election  was  approved  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Illinois,  as  required  by  law.  Judge  Grosscup  has 
taken  his  seat  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  a  Director. 

The  receipt  of  many  valuable  publications  as  gifts  to  the 
library  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Librarian.  They  are 
appreciated  by  the  Board  and  have  been  most  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

President. 
Chicago,  January  8,  1898. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

STATEMENT  OF  FINANCES  FOR  YEAR   1897. 

CASH. 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1896: 

In  bank  $36>355-36 

Librarian,  petty  cash  116.87         $36,472.23 

RECEIPTS. 

Collections  account  income  $108,801.41 

Bills  collectable  514-48 

Investments  33>°77-63 
Trustees  of  Estate  of  John  Crerar,  for 

Endowment  Fund  8,715.64      $151,109.16 

$187,581.39 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Audited  vouchers  $78,240.82 

Investments: 

Bonds  35,940.41      $114,181.23 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1897: 

In  bank  $73>329-83 

Librarian,  petty  cash  7°-33        $73,400.16 


OPERATION. 
INCOME  $110,805.72 

EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.  -                 $11,291.72 

Salaries,  Wages  19,946.13 

Supplies  360.32 

Printing  2,230.87 

Transportation,  Postage  5 1 3.63 

Sundries  2,909.95    $37,252.62 

Books : 

Books  $22,476.89 
Periodicals  4,602.41 

Binding  6,578.50 

Lettering,  Repairs  1,899.50    $35,557-3° 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Repairs  2,014.32 

Depreciation  1,524.40         3.S38-72       $76>348-64 

Surplus  for  year  1897, 

Carried  to  Building  Fund  $34,457-°8 
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ASSETS. 


Bonds 

Stocks 

Mortgage  Loans 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Book  Investment 

Cash 

Total 


960,167.89 

1,466,570.00 

46,221.98 

I3>719-67 
66,047.23 
73,400.16 


$2,626,126.93 


LIABILITIES. 


Endowment  Fund 
Building  Fund 
Book  Fund     - 
Security  Reserve  Fund 
Audited  vouchers    - 

Total 


$2,395,044.79 

156,978.10 

66,047.23 

6,739.48 

!. 3I7-33 


$2,626,126.93 


Of  the  Assets  the  item  "  Book  Investment "  represents  the 
amount  invested  in  books,  periodicals,  and  binding  to  December 
31,  1897,  less  depreciation,  and  is  offset  by  the  item  "Book 
Fund "  under  Liabilities,  they  being  accounts  of  record  only. 

The  item  "  Security  Reserve  Fund  "  represents  the  excess 
realized  on  the  sale  of  securities  as  compared  with  the  value  of 
the  same  on  the  books  of  the  Library,  and  has  for  its  purpose 
the  future  protection  of  the  Endowment  and  Building  Funds. 

There  has  been  placed  insurance  covering  the  property  of 
the  Library  to  the  extent  of  $72,220.00,  distributed  as  follows: 


Books 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Portraits 

Type  and  Cases 

Total      - 


$53,000.00 

13,000.00 

6,000.00 

220.00 
$72,220.00 
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There  have  been  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Estate  of 
John  Crerar  during  the  past  year,  for  the  Endowment  Fund,  as 
follows: 

June     i,  Securities  valued  at  $500,198.15 

"     23,  Cash  7,500.00 

Oct.  8,  Cash  in  full  payment  of  the 
Residuary  Bequest  to  the 
Library  1,215.64 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  J.   LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
CHICAGO,  January  8,  1898. 


We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of 
account  and  securities  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  and  find  that 
the  above  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  is  true  and  correct. 

SMITH,   RECKITT,  CLARKE  &  Co., 

Accountants  and  Auditors, 
FEBRUARY,  17,   1898.  169  Jackson  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


REPORT  OF  THE   LIBRARIAN. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — The  most  important  points  to  be  noticed  in  the 
third  annual  report  of  the  Librarian  are  the  opening  of  the 
library  to  the  public  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  and  the  use 
which  has  been  made  of  it  since  that  time. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Directors  there  were  no 
formalities  connected  with  the  opening,  but  the  crowds  of  visitors 
during  the  three  days  set  aside  for  inspection  proved  that  there 
existed  a  wide-spread  interest  in  the  library,  and  gave  us  hopes 
for  its  future  usefulness,  which  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  nine  months  following.  The  record  of  the  attend- 
ance and  use  is  as  follows: 


Apr. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Visitors 

1-3 

1648 

4-30 
2117 

1076 

1672 

1771 

2017 

21  ec 

271  1 

2417 

2272 

18.1:84 

Daily  average- 

C4Q 

88 

77 

63 

68 

77 

86 

80 

06 

87 

80 

Books  drawn  from  stack 
Daily  average.     

549 
24 

584 
22 

6i3 

24 

574 

22 

874 

"U 

967 
% 

913 
•1C 

92O 

77 

IOO1 

38 

6,995 
3° 

Periodicals  drawn  from 
alcove 

768 

42O 

ISO 

•760 

4IO 

<coo 

480 

467 

COQ 

7,864 

Daily  average.. 

16 

^   " 

16 

13 

*  Y 

16 

20 

?8 

19 

20 

17 

Visitors     admitted      to 
stack 

27 

24 

\f} 

ec 

A  -3 

4C 

6  1 

18 

3  SO 

The  smallest  attendance  on  any  one  day  was  37,  on  Saturday, 
July  3d,  and  the  largest  150,  on  Saturday,  April  I7th. 

The  figures  giving  the  number  of  books  drawn  from  the  stack 
and  the  number  of  periodicals  drawn  from  the  alcove  have  been 
quoted  with  great  misgivings,  because  they  are,  by  themselves, 
no  indication  of  the  use  made  of  the  library.  There  are  placed 
on  the  shelves  of  the  Reading  Room  some  1,500  volumes,  includ- 
ing what  are  considered  the  best  reference  books,  the  best  text- 
books, both  elementary  and  advanced,  and  a  selection  from  the 
best  general  literature  on  each  of  our  subjects.  The  result  is 
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that  the  general  or  occasional  reader  finds  there  the  material 
which  he  wants.  The  recorded  use  is  also  diminished  by  our 
practice  of  granting  direct  access  to  the  stacks  in  certain  cases. 
As  the  persons  so  admitted  are  the  very  ones  who  would  natu- 
rally draw  the  greatest  number  of  books, — indeed  are  often 
admitted  for  that  reason, — the  diminution  of  the  recorded  use  is 
much  greater  than  would  be  indicated  by  the  proportion  which 
these  admissions  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  visitors.  Much 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  recorded  use  of  the  periodicals. 
The  desks  within  the  periodical  alcove  have  been  found  to  be 
convenient  for  the  rapid  consultation  of  a  number  of  periodicals 
on  a  subject,  and  many  readers  even  make  a  prolonged  use  of 
them,  either  because  they  prefer  to  stand  or  because  they  do  not 
wish  to  make  out  a  call-slip. 

Though  libraries  which  have  a  large  unrecorded  use  often 
omit  such  figures  entirely,  as  being  so  defective  as  to  be  worse 
than  useless,  it  would  seem  as  if  they  might  be  supplemented 
so  as  to  present  a  more  adequate  view  of  the  matter.  Accord- 
ingly a  careful  analysis  was  made  of  the  call-slips  for  one  week, 
recent  but  not  too  near  the  holidays  to  present  anomalies,-  with 
the  result  that  almost  exactly  two  readers  out  of  five  were  found 
to  draw  books  or  periodicals  or  to  enter  the  stack.  The  recorded 
total  of  10,859  works  or  periodicals  would  have  then  to  be  mul- 
tiplied by  2.5  to  give  the  actual  use  of  the  library.  Moreover 
this  calculation  is  probably  too  low,  because  it  assumes  that  the 
persons  who  drew  books  from  the  stack  did  not  read  any  from 
the  shelves  in  the  Reading  Room,  and  that  those  admitted  to 
the  stacks  read  only  the  average  number  read  in  the  Reading 
Room.  It  should  be  said  also  that  a  liberal  deduction  was  made 
for  visitors  who  were  not  readers,  and  that  the  figures  are 
for  works,  not  volumes.  Taking  all  these  factors  into  con- 
sideration it  would  seem  certain  that  the  actual  use  of  the 
library  in  the  nine  months  during  which  it  has  been  opened  has 
exceeded  30,000  books  and  periodicals. 

If  these  considerations  are  carried  in  mind,  the  numbers 
quoted  may  serve  to  indicate  the  extent  of  the  more  serious  use 
made  of  the  library.  Thus  they  are  sufficiently  independent  of 
the  number  of  visitors  registered  to  prove  a  gradual  diminution 
of  the  sightseers  who  were  quite  noticeable  during  the  first 
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month  or  two;  they  also  show  the  effect  of  the  temporary  clos- 
ing of  the  Public  Library,  and  that  we  have  now  recovered  from 
the  loss  occasioned  by  its  re-opening. 

The  analysis  of  the  call-slips  and  of  the  admissions  to  the 
stack  from  another  point  of  view  has  been  of  interest.  Arranged 
by  the  departments  of  the  library  they  show  the  following 
numbers: 


DEPARTMENT 

BOOKS 

PERIODICALS 

VISITORS  TO 
STACK 

General  Works          ..   -  _.   - 

I,  533 

1,418 

27 

Social  Sciences  _      

I(O33 

477 

33 

Physical  Sciences 

I,26l 

2  CO 

62 

Natural  Sciences 

772 

85 

00 

Applied  Sciences      ._          .   __          

2,436 

1,625 

138 

Total                             .-     -- 

6.QQS 

3,864 

35Q 

In  the  statistical  tables  are  given  the  numbers  for  each  sub- 
ject, which  will  be  found  to  bear  out  the  statement  that  all  parts 
of  the  library  are  used.  The  comparatively  small  proportion 
of  calls  for  works  in  Natural  Sciences  has  been  somewhat  of  a 
surprise;  the  comparatively  large  number  in  Applied  Sciences 
was  to  be  expected.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  a  rela- 
tively large  number  of  admissions  to  the  stack  were  in  Natural 
Sciences,  and  as  has  been  said,  each  of  these  probably  means 
the  use  of  several  works. 

The  record  of  persons  receiving  passes  to  the  stacks  confirms 
this  statement  as  to  the  broad  use  made  of  the  library.  These 
passes  are  given  only  to  persons  engaged  in  work  which  makes 
frequent  visits  probable.  Of  the  fourteen  so  far  issued,  three 
have  been  to  university  professors,  two  to  special  students,  two 
to  lawyers  (one  making  a  specialty  of  patents),  two  to  editors  of 
engineering  magazines,  one  to  a  technical  chemist,  one  to  a  man- 
ufacturer, one  to  a  physician,  and  one  to  a  teacher. 

The  recorded  addresses  of  the  persons  drawing  books  and 
periodicals  show  that  the  library  serves  all  sections  of  the  city 
and  its  suburbs.  The  percentages  were: 

South  Side 34 

West  Side 21 

North  Side 19 

Business  District 14 

Out  of  To\vn._  -.12 
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."HJJI  In  response  to  repeated  requests  the  library,  which  up  to 
November  8th,  had  been  open  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  has  been 
kept  open  until  10  p.m.  since  that  date.  For  several  reasons,  among 
which  are  the  effects  of  the  holiday  season  and  the  difficulty 
found  in  making  the  change  known,  the  evening  attendance  has 
not  been  as  large  as  was  expected;  still  it  has  been  nearly  as 
large  proportionately  as  the  day  attendance,  and  it  has  seemed 
to  us  that  the  character  of  the  reading  has  been  even  more 
earnest.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  time  and  a  wider 
knowledge  of  the  library  will  bring  a  larger  attendance  of 
those  who  are  unable  to  use  it  during  the  day. 

One  detail  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  library  may  be 
of  interest.  An  examination  of  the  time  stamps  on  the  call- 
slips  of  the  last  month  show  that  85  per  cent,  of  the  books  called 
for  were 'delivered  within  one  minute  from  the  receipt  of  the 
slip,  and  94  per  cent,  within  two  minutes.  This  quick  service  is 
due,  of  course,  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of  books 
called  for  and  of  books  on  the  shelves,  and  must  diminish  as 
these  increase,  yet  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  shelf-marks 
are  not  too  complicated  to  be  understood  by  our  readers  or 
found  by  our  pages,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  have  so  good  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  staff. 

The  past  year  has  brought  us  many  gratifying  evidences  of 
an  increasing  recognition  of  the  usefulness  of  the  library. 
Among  these  is  the  increased  number  of  gifts;  and  a  list  of  the 
donors  is  appended.  While  it  is  not  feasible  to  make  more 
than  this  general  recognition  of  most  of  them,  much  as  we  value 
many,  a  few  seem  to  require  some  special  mention.  The  publi- 
cations of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  were  pre- 
sented in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  President  of 
the  Institute,  the  late  Francis  A.  Walker.  They  are  valuable 
because  they  embody  the  latest  practice  in  teaching  a  wide  range 
of  technical  subjects.  So  also  the  publications  of  the  Volta  Bureau, 
of  the  Botanic  Gardens  at  Buitenzorg,  of  the  Canadian  Patent 
Office,  and  of  the  St.  Louis  Academy  of  Sciences  are  valuable 
sets.  Recently  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers  has  made  us  the 
offer  of  their  files  of  unbound  periodicals,  expressing  the  belief 
that  their  action  will  be  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  society  and 
the  library.  A  cursory  examination  of  the  collection  has  indi- 
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cated  that  we  shall  receive  some  two  hundred  or  more  volumes, 
many  of  which  are  out  of  print  and  very  difficult  to  obtain.  The 
society  has  added  to  our  obligations  by  undertaking  to  recom- 
mend for  our  consideration  the  books  which  should  form  the 
basis  of  a  good  engineering  library. 

Much  has  been  done  by  the  Board,  in  the  decisions  made  dur- 
ing the  year,  to  define  the  scope  of  the  library,  but  many  such 
questions  remain  to  be  determined.  Among  them  may  be  men- 
tioned the  beginning  of  collections  of  photographs,  of  maps, 
and  in  architecture,  and,  still  more  important,  the  definition  of 
the  limits  to  be  ^  observed  in  the  field  of  the  industrial  arts. 
There  is  a  strong  demand  for  works  in  this  field,  w'hich  apparently 
is  not  met  by  the  other  libraries  in  the  city,  and  which  is  made 
by  men  and  women  who  are  attracted  to  this  library  by  their 
occupation  and  the  character  of  their  reading.  It  is  a  demand 
which  deserves  at  least  careful  consideration. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year,  tested  as  it  has  been  by  an 
unexpectedly  large  use  of  the  Reading  Room,  has  but  confirmed 
the  favorable  judgment  as  to  the  convenience  of  the  rooms  and 
their  arrangements.  It  is  high  praise  to  the  architects  to  say 
that  there  are  but  one  or  two  at  all  important  matters  which 
would  be  altered  if  the  work  were  to  be  done  over  again.  Some 
additions  have  been  authorized  by  the  Committee  on  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  probably  other  needs  will  develop;  indeed, 
the  evening  opening  already  has  shown  that  we  need  more  light, 
or  rather  a  different  arrangement  of  the  light,  in  the  periodical 
alcove.  The  use  of  this  part  of  the  room  in  the  evening  is  con- 
siderable. In  general,  however,  the  arrangements  have  proved 
to  be  excellently  adapted  to  their  purposes,  while  the  decoration 
is  almost  unanimously  praised  as  having  the  effect  sought  by  the 
architects,  of  making  the  library  evidently  a  place  for  earnest 
and  quiet  study. 

The  amount  of  routine  work  to  be  done  in  the  year  was  so 
great  and  the  collections  in  many  important  subjects  were  so 
incomplete  that  it  was  thought  inadvisable  to  begin  the  publica- 
tion of  regular  bulletins.  A  preliminary  edition,  however,  of 
the  list  of  current  periodicals  was  printed  for  use  in  the  library 
and  not  for  distribution.  Even  in  its  incomplete  and  imperfect 
form  it  has  proved  very  useful,  and  a  complete  edition,  giving  a 
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classed  as  well  as  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of  the  titles,  might 
well  be  made  our  first  regular  bulletin.  The  second  one  might 
be  made  out  of  our  titles  in  natural  sciences,  selected  and 
arranged  with  special  reference  to  the  teachers  in  our  public 
schools  who  are  interested  in  nature-study.  Being  a  compara- 
tively small  bulletin  it  would  be  a  convenient  one  on  which  to 
try  the  electrotypes. 

Besides  the  liet  of  current  periodicals,  there  have  been 
printed,  during  the  year,  the  first  and  second  annual  reports  and 
two  circulars  descriptive  of  the  library.  I  greatly  regret  that  my 
absence  this  summer  prevented  the  reports  from  receiving  the 
careful  proof-reading  which  they  should  have  received,  and  also 
that  it  caused  great  delay  in  their  distribution.  An  edition  of 
3,000  copies  of  each  was  printed,  and  the  greater  part  distributed 
to  the  leading  colleges,  learned  societies,  and  larger  libraries  of 
the  world,  and  also  to  those  who  have  been  donors  to  the  library 
since  its  organization. 

A  copy  of  each  card  printed  for  our  catalogue  has  been  sent 
to  the  following  institutions:  Armour  Institute  of  Technology, 
Chicago  Public  Library,  Field  Columbian  Museum,  Newberry 
Library,  Northwestern  University,  and  University  of  Chicago. 
They  are  sent  on  condition  that  they  shall  be  arranged  and  made 
accessible  to  the  public.  These  conditions  have  been  complied 
with,  and  we  are  assured,  in  some  cases  very  warmly,  that  the 
cards  are  appreciated  both  by  the  libraries  and  the  public.  These 
assurances  are  confirmed  by  the  requests  of  several  other  institu- 
tions for  copies,  of  which  only  one  could  be  granted.  In  select- 
ing the  University  of  Illinois  for  that  one,  the  Committee  on 
Administration  have  been  governed  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the  state 
university.  These  requests  for  our  catalogue  cards  and  our  own 
inquiries  indicate  a  reasonable  demand  for  our  accession  sheets 
when  they  shall  be  issued. 

Turning  now  to  the  routine  work  of  the  year,  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  found  satisfactory,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  That  it 
is  both  is  through  the  earnest  and  faithful  work  of  the  staff,  to 
whom  the  thanks  of  the  Librarian  are  due. 

The  selection  of  the  most  important  books  has  been  made  in 
nearly  all  subjects  and  with  considerable  completeness  in  many, 
Education,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Botany,  and  Engineering  being  the 
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most  important  exceptions.  Reference  has  been  made  already 
to  the  assistance  promised,  and  in  part  rendered,  by  the  Western 
Society  of  Engineers,  and  much  assistance  has  been  given  also 
by  individuals.  The  library  is  especially  indebted  to  Mr. 
George  E.  Hooker,  of  Chicago,  who,  in  a  recent  trip  through  the 
lake  cities,  made  it  a  point  to  collect  and  send  to  us  their  latest 
municipal  reports  and  publications,  thus  laying  the  foundations 
for  a  collection  which  ought  to  be  of  use  to  students  of  munici- 
pal government. 

In  addition  to  our  other  methods  of  selection,  the  Reference 
Librarian  has  organized  a  system  of  review-readings  by  members 
of  the  staff.  The  results  of  this  work  will  be  utilized  not  only  in 
the  selection  of  books  to  be  purchased,  but  also  of  those  to 
be  shelved  in  the  Reading  Room.  While  started  and  organized 
independently,  the  work  is  similar  in  character  to  that  outlined 
in  a  recent  report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and  probably 
to  much  similar  work  in  other  libraries. 

During  the  year  5,669  orders  have  been  given.  Of  these  299 
failed  or  were  cancelled,  leaving  5,370  valid  orders,  covering 
9,251  volumes  or  pamphlets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $16,518.72. 
Inclusive  of  the  Newberry  purchase,  6,472  orders  have  been  filled, 
covering  16,151  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $34,476.89;  and  there  are 
outstanding  1,535  orders,  covering  6,265  volumes  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $15,668.76.  The  classification  of  the  orders  of  the  year 
and  of  the  total  to  date,  as  well  as  of  the  estimated  cost  of  each, 
is  given  in  the  table  of  Library  Statistics. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  outstanding  orders  are  for  sets  of 
periodicals  which  are  not  in  the  market,  and  can  be  obtained 
only  as  occasion  offers.  A  full  report  on  these  is  promised  soon 
by  the  Boston  Book  Company,  when  some  substitutions  probably 
will  be  made,  in  order  not  to  delay  the  development  of  the 
library. 

The  total  accessions  for  1897  have  been  18,257,  of  which 
1,697  were  received  by  gift,  16,151  obtained  by  purchase,  and 
409  by  binding  periodicals  or  serials.  There  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  shelves  143,  leaving  the  net  accessions  for  the 
year  18,114,  which,  with  11,027,  the  corrected  number  for  last 
year,  make  a  total  now  on  our  books  of  29,141.  Of  these  acces- 
sions 5,777  were  from  the  Newberry  purchase,  the  larger  part  of 
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the  remainder  of  which  consisted  of  duplicates  or  reprints, 
though  there  are  several  hundred  pamphlets  and  a  few  volumes 
which  will  be  accessioned  later.  The  classification  of  the  acces- 
sions for  the  year  and  of  the  total  now  in  the  library  is  shown 
in  the  table  of  Library  Statistics. 

At  the  time  of  printing  the  preliminary  list  the  library  was 
in  receipt  of  960  periodicals  and  serials.  This  number  was 
increased  from  time  to  time,  largely  in  answer  to  requests  from 
readers,  until  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  amounted  to  1,188  (not 
including  an  indefinite  number  of  serial  publications  of  the  Brit- 
ish government),  of  which  143  are  received  by  gift,  and  1,045 
by  subscription,  at  an  annual  cost  of  $4,099.57.  Their  classifica- 
tion is  shown  in  the  table.  An  addition  which  will  require  the 
larger  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  has  been 
authorized  and  ordered;  the  balance  will  be  used  for  new  peri- 
odicals, for  those  asked  for  by  readers,  and  for  those  in  our  field 
which  may  be  included  in  the  plan  for  co-operative  analysis  just 
going  into  operation  through  the  American  Library  Association. 

During  the  year  4,864  volumes  have  been  sent  to  the  binders, 
and  5,332  received  from  them,  leaving  353  at  the  bindery  on 
January  I,  1898.  The  cost  of  the  binding  was  $6,578.50,  an 
average  of  $1.23  per  volume.  As  stated  in  last  year's  report, 
this  average  is  of  no  significance,  because  one  year  may  show  a 
preponderance  of  pamphlets  at  fifteen  and  twenty-five  cents,  and 
the  next  of  sets  of  volumes  containing  plates  at  two  or  three 
dollars  each.  I  can  only  repeat  the  statement  made  last  year, 
that  it  is  my  opinion  that,  as  a  rule,  the  books  are  placed  on 
the  shelves  in  the  best  condition  for  their  future  usefulness  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  Practically  all  the  books  which  have  been  cata- 
logued and  shelf-listed  during  the  year,  some  17,000  or  more, 
have  been  shelf-marked  and  stamped  with  the  library  stamp. 
This  work,  together  with  the  removal  of  the  Newberry  Library's 
stamp  from  their  books  and  the  lettering  of  a  large  number  of 
cheaply-bound  pamphlets,  has  cost  $1,899.50. 

The  work  of  the  cataloguers  has  been  much  interrupted  by 
changes  in  the  staff,  but  for  the  last  two  months  it  has  been  up 
to  our  expectations.  The  procedure  to  be  followed  has  recently 
been  reduced  to  writing  with  good  results.  The  Cataloguer 
reports  that  during  the  year  5,354  titles  have  been  prepared, 
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cards  for  7,008  received  from  the  printer,  and  electrotypes  for 
8,302  from  the  electrotypers.  The  total  number  of  titles  pre- 
pared to  date  is  9,101,  of  titles  printed  8,467,  of  electrotypes 
made  8,302.  In  these  figures  are  not  included  the  alterations  in 
the  printed  titles,  not  a  very  large  number,  nor  the  considerable 
number  of  typewritten  entries  which  have  been  made  to  cover 
sets  of  periodicals  and  works  which  are  now  incomplete,  but 
which  we  hope  to  make  complete  in  the  near  future.  No  record 
has  been  kept  of  this  work  because  we  hope  that  they  soon  will 
reach  a  maximum  and  afterwards  be  gradually  replaced  by 
printed  entries. 

The  public  card  catalogues  have  received  many  compliments. 
The  neatness  of  appearance  and  the  legibility  are  often  praised, 
while  the  record  of  the  time  occupied  in  filling  calls  proves  that 
the  call-numbers  are  generally  understood.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
many  librarians  that  the  classed  arrangement  of  a  subject  cata- 
logue is  unintelligible  to  the  general  public,  and  that  either  the 
dictionary  or  the  alphabetical  subject  catalogue  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred. It  was  decided,  however,  partly  because  it  could  be 
done  more  promptly,  to  offer  the  author  and  classed  subject  cata- 
logues first,  and  supplement  these  later  with  the  alphabetical 
subject  catalogue.  That  the  first  two,  without  the  third,  have 
given  such  satisfaction,  is  perhaps  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that 
our  readers  are  of  more  than  average  intelligence,  but  in  larger 
part,  it  seems  to  me,  because  the  books  in  such  a  library  as 
ours  lend  themselves  to  this  treatment  better  than  those  in  a 
library  of  general  literature,  and  because  the  printed  cards  allow 
us  to  make  as  many  additional  entries  as  seem  necessary,  so  that 
a  work  can  be  entered  under  all  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats, 
and  under  all  the  useful  relations  of  those  subjects.  This  fulness 
of  entry  makes  our  subject  catalogue,  when  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  number  of  volumes  on  a  given  subject,  the  best 
index  of  our  wealth  or  poverty  in  that  subject,  and  gives  special 
value  to  the  statement  of  the  number  of  entries  in  the  catalogue 
under  each  subject.  This  is  not  usually  included  in  library  sta- 
tistics, and  indeed  could  not  well  be  given  from  a  dictionary  or 
alphabetical  subject  catalogue.  Credit  for  the  suggestion  is  due 
to  the  shelf-lister,  Miss  Foye. 

One    important    matter    affecting  the   work    of    cataloguing 
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has  been  alluded  to  already,  viz.:  the  co-operative  analysis  of 
certain  serials  by  five  American  libraries,  Harvard  University 
Library,  Boston  Public  Library,  Columbia  University  Library, 
New  York  Public  Library,  and  the  John  Crerar  Library.  They 
propose  to  furnish  analytical  titles  for  some  175  serials,  mostly 
of  a  general  character,  embracing  science,  history,  and  geogra- 
phy. The  printing  and  publication  has  been  undertaken  bv  the 
Publishing  Section  of  the  American  Library  Association,  and  the 
plan,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  in  operation.  This  will  entail 
upon  us  the  preparation  of  some  600  titles  per  year;  but  as  we 
should  have  to  do  most  of  this  work  in  any  case,  and  probably 
more  than  this  amount  eventually,  while  we  receive  as  many 
copies  as  we  need  of  some  3,000  titles  at  a  less  cost  than  that 
of  the  600  printed  by  ourselves,  the  advantages  are  apparent. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  hope  of  some  of  the  libraries  interested  that 
the  success  of  this  tentative  effort  of  co-operative  cataloguing 
may  lead  to  a  great  extension  in  that  line. 

The  report  of  a  recent  comparison  of  the  books  on  the 
shelves  with  the  shelf  list  shows  that  ten  volumes  are  out  of 
place  or  missing.  In  but  three  or  four  cases  is  the  character  of 
the  book  such  as  to  warrant  a  suspicion  that  it  has  been  taken 
intentionally  from  the  library,  and  only  one  such  occurs  among 
the  1,475  volumes  which  have  been  open  to  the  freest  access  in 
the  Reading  Room. 

The  library  has  been  represented  by  the  Assistant  Librarian 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Library  Association,  and  by 
the  Librarian  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association  at  Philadelphia  in  June,  and  at  the  Second  Inter- 
national Library  Conference  at  London  in  July.  Advantage  was 
taken  of  the  latter  occasion  to  visit  many  libraries  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, a  short  trip  was  made  to  Paris,  and  the  Second  International 
Bibliographical  Conference  held  in  Brussels  in  August  was 
attended. 

The  broader  acquaintance  with  the  methods  and  problems  df 
library  and  bibliographical  work  thus  acquired  ought  to  be  of 
advantage  to  the  library  as  well  as  to  the  librarian  personally, 
and  I  hope,  also,  that  the  purposes  and  character  of  the  library 
will  be  better  and  more  widely  known  as  a  result  of  its  repre- 
sentation at  these  meetings.  That  the  trip  was  pleasant  as  well 
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as  profitable  was  due  to  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  with  which 
the  visiting  librarians  were  everywhere  met,  and  which  we  cannot 
recall  without  an  expression  of  our  gratitude. 

The  staff  of  the  library  has  undergone  some  changes  during 
the  year.  Two  members  have  resigned,  but  appointments  have 
been  made  to  fill  their  places,  and  the  additions  necessary  for  the 
evening  opening  have  increased  the  total  number,  exclusive  of 
the  Treasurer  and  Librarian,  to  twenty-three.  It  is  but  justice 
to  say  that  they  have  worked  hard  and  faithfully  throughout  a 
year  which  has  made  exceptionally  great  demands  upon  their 
time  and  strength. 

'Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  January  8,  1898. 
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LIST    OF    DONORS. 

Volumes  or 
Pamphlets. 

Acland,  Sir  Henry  W.,  Bart.,  Oxford,  Eng 8 

Allen,  C.  L.,  Chicago,  III. 17 

American  Cement  Co.,  Chicago,  III. i 

American  Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 2 

American  Type  Founders'  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. i 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass i 

Andrews,  Clement  W.,  Chicago,  III. 5 

Arctowski,  Henry,  Brussels,  Belgium _ 2 

Avery,  Prof.  Elroy  M.,  Cleveland,  O 10 

Baca,  Francisco  Martinez,  Pueblo,  Mexico i 

Bain,  Henry  Foster,  Des  Monies,  Iowa u 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md. 1 6 

Barnes,  Mrs.  David  L.,  Chicago,  III. 12 

Barr,  L.  J.,  Chicago,  III. 1 6 

Bartlett,  J.  C.,  Chicago,  III. i 

Beck,  James  M.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 3 

Bessey,  Prof.  Charles  E.,  Lincoln,  Neb i 

Bibliotheque    Administratif    de   la   Prefecture   de   la   Seine,  Paris, 

France 15 

Blatchley,  W.   S.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 5 

Blauvelt,  Albert,  Chicago,  III.... 32 

Boeckler,  Carl,  Chicago,  III. 4 

Bolton,  H.  Carrington,  Washington,  D.  C. i 

Boss,  H.  B.,  Chicago,  III. 2 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass --  6 

Boston  Transit  Commission,  Boston,  Mass -.  i 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Maine - i 

Bradford,  Rhodes  and  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. i 

Buffalo,  N.  K,  City  of. 60 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.... i 

Burchard,  E.   L.,  Chicago,  III. 5 

Burnham,   S.  W.,  Chicago,  III.... 6 

Butte  Free  Public  Library,  Butte,  Montana i 

Cam  bridge  Public  Library,  Cambridge,  Mass i 

Canada,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  Ottawa,  Can 18 

Carnegie  Free  Public  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa i 

Central  Art  Association  of  America,  Chicago,  III. - i 

Central  American  Exposition  Commission --  7 

Chadwick,  L.,  Chicago,  III. —  2 

Chandler,  Seth  C.,  Cambridge,  Mass '. 3 

Chanute,  Octave,  Chicago,  III. 2 
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Volumes  or 
Pamphlets. 

Charles,  Fred   L.,  Austin,  III. — i 

Charlton,  James,  Chicago,  111. - -  - . . i 

Chicago   Academy  of  Sciences,  Chicago,  III. 18 

Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  R.  R.  Co.,  Chicago,  III. -  41 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission,  Chicago,  III. i 

Chicago  Commons,  Chicago,  III. - i 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  III. --  64 

Chicago  Turngemeinde,  Chicago,  III. i 

Crawford  and  Balcarres,  Earl  of,  Wigan,  Eng.  .  - i 

Christison,  Dr.  J.  S.,  Chicago,  III. i 

Citizens'  Union,  New  York,  N.  Y.   40 

City  Vigilance  League,  New  York,  N.  Y. 2 

Civil  Service  Reform  Ass'n,  New  York,  N.  Y. •. i 

Cleveland,  O.,  City  of- 39 

Clevenger,  S.  V. ,  Chicago,  III. 4 

Cobden  Club,  London,  Eng i 

Colliery  Engineer  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa i 

Collins  and  Burgie,  Chicago,  III. 43 

Columbia  College  Library,  New  York,  N.   Y. i 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn i 

Cotgreave,  Alfred,  London,  Eng i 

Curry,  J.  L.  M.,  Washington,  D.  C. i 

Detroit,  Mich.,  City  of ., 43 

Detroit  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Detroit,  Mich 2 

Detroit  Public  Library,  Detroit,  Mich - ,  i 

Dexter,  Lydia  A.,  Chicago,  III. i 

Dolge,  Alfred,  and  Son,  Dolgeville,  N.  Y. .  ..  ..  4 

Donald,  F.  C.,  Chicago,  III. ..  12 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa '. i 

Eau  Claire  Public  Library,  Eau  Claire,  Wis i 

Eliassof,  Hermann,  Chicago,  III. i 

Emerson,  Prof,  and  Mrs.,  Beloit,  Wis. 2 

Evanston  Free  Public  Library,  Evanston,  III. i 

Farmer,  A.  D.,  Type  Foundry  Co.,  Chicago,  III. i 

Felsenthal,  E.  L,  Chicago,  III. 12 

Fewkes,  J.  Walter,  Washington,  D.  C. 17 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III. 3 

Fletcher  Free  Public  Library,  Birmingham,  Vt.  — —  i 

Foster,  C.  H.,  Chicago,  III. i 

Fraser  and  Chalmers,  Chicago,  III. i 
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REGULATIONS. 

The  library  is  open  to  the  public  every  day,  excepting  Sun- 
days and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Books  shelved  in  the  Reading  Room  may  be  consulted  with- 
out formality,  but  after  use  are  to  be  left  on  the  tables  instead  of 
being  replaced  on  the  shelves. 

Current  periodicals  may  be  consulted  within  the  periodical 
alcove;  and  may  be  obtained  for  use  at  the  tables  in  the  Read- 
ing Room  by  presenting  to  the  Periodical  Clerk  a  serial  call-slip 
properly  filled  out. 

Books  not  shelved  in  the  Reading  Room  may  be  obtained  by 
presenting  to  the  Delivery  Clerk  a  book  call-slip  properly  filled 
out.  These  books  are  to  be  returned  to  the  delivery  desk. 

Persons  engaged  in  special  research,  if  satisfactorily  vouched 
for,  may  be  admitted  to  the  Stack  Room.  All  books  used  under 
this  provision  are  to  be  left  on  the  tables  in  the  Stack  Room. 

Books  of  great  value  and  rarity  may  be  consulted  only  in  the 
presence  of  an  attendant. 

Writing  or  marking  in  books  belonging  to  the  library,  or  their 
mutilation  in  any  manner,  is  forbidden.  The  tracing  of  plans 
will  be  permitted  if  done  over  a  celluloid  cover,  but  not  other- 
wise. These  covers  will  be  furnished  upon  application  at  the 
delivery  desk. 

A  printed  card  catalogue  has  been  prepared  for  the  use  of 
the  public.  At  present  it  is  in  two  sections,  alphabetical  author 
and  classed  subject;  an  alphabetical  subject  arrangement  will 
be  added  later. 

The  Reference  Librarian,  in  charge  of  the  Reading  Room,  will 
give  assistance  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue  and  the  selection  of 
books. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — The  fourth  year  of  the  work  of  the  Library  has 
shown  satisfactory  advances  in  its  usefulness  to  the  public,  in  its 
actual  growth,  and  in  its  prospects  for  future  usefulness  and 
growth. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
merits  your  grateful  commendation  for  his  remarkable  fidelity 
and  skill  in  the  discharge  of  the  year's  unusually  important 
duties.  That  report  will  give  the  details  as  to  the  sale  and  con- 
version of  securities,  the  gratifying  result  of  which  is  a  large 
increase  in  the  assets  and  annual  income  of  the  Library.  The 
reinvestment  of  the  funds  thus  obtained  is  not  yet  completed. 
The  sum  now  available  for  the  Endowment  Fund  is  fully 
$3, 000,000,  while  the  operation  accounts  for  the  year  show  a 
surplus  of  about  53 5,000  applicable  to  the  Building  Fund,  which, 
with  that  sum  added,  will  amount  to  nearly  $192,000.  The  net 
profit  arising  from  the  sale  of  securities  increases  the  amount  of 
the  Security  Reserve  Fund  so  much  as  to  make  desirable  a 
definition  of  the  policy  of  the  Board  as  to  its  application. 

The  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  has  arranged  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Library  as  to  an  extension  of  the 
present  lease  and  the  securing  of  the  additional  space  which  will 
be  needed  in  the  immediate  future. 

There  were  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year  14,000 
volumes,  making  the  total  accessions  43,000.  The  recorded  use 
shows  the  remarkable  increase  of  55  per  cent.,  and  careful  tests 
show  an  actual  use  of  nearly  70,000  volumes  and  periodicals. 
The  increase  and  use  have  been  well  distributed  through  all  the 
departments  of  the  Library.  More  than  30,000  visitors  were 
recorded,  an  average  of  99  a  day.  In  accordance  with  the 
policy  of  the  Board,  the  Library  has  taken  part  in  two  schemes 
of  cooperative  work  which  promise  to  add  successful  results  to- 

5 


6  REPORT    OF   THE    PRESIDENT. 

those  already  attained  by  it  in  this  line.  Details  of  the  admin- 
istration will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Librarian. 

To  the  donors  of  valuable  publications  received  as  gifts  the 
thanks  of  the  Board  have  been  extended  in  the  usual  form,  but 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  donors  deserves  special  mention 
as  an  indication  of  the  growing  public  interest  in  the  Library. 

No  vacancies  have  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  Board  of 
Directors.  To  the  Committees,  the  President  desires  to  express 
his  gratitude  for  their  cordial  response  to  the  calls  upon  their 
time  and  attention  made  by  the  needs  of  the  Library.  To  the 
Treasurer,  the  Librarian,  and  the  members  of  the  staff,  he 
acknowledges  his  gratitude  for  the  results  attained  by  their  faith- 
ful and  efficient  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 

President. 
Chicago,  January  19,  1899. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FINANCES  FOR  YEAR   1898. 
CASH. 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1897: 

In  bank  $73>329-83 

Librarian,  petty  cash  70.33     $      73,400.16 

RECEIPTS. 

Collections  account  income  $  115,774.37 

Bills  collectable  -  332.86 

Investments: 

Mortgage  Loans  6,400.00 

Stocks  1,083,757.24       1,090,157.24       1,206,264.47 

$1,279,664.63 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Audited  Vouchers  $  81,185.39 

Investments: 

Bonds  -       284,223.28 

Mortgage  Loans  2,860.48 

Stocks  118,645.61 

Special  Deposits  475,000.00          880,729.37          961,914.76 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1898: 

In  bank  317,663.36 

Librarian,  petty  cash  86.51         $317,749.87 


OPERATION. 
INCOME  $116,728.05 

EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.  $13,465.18 

Salaries,  Wages  22,895.03 

Supplies  1,238.71 

Printing  1,791.15 
Transportation,  Postage       5  7  9. 13 

Sundries  2,675.98             42,645.18 

Books: 

Books  $24,765.51 

Periodicals  4,655.45 

Binding  6,605.00 

Lettering,  Repairs  1,393.60            37,419.56 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Repairs  $    244.51 

Depreciation  1,423.58               1,668.09             81,732.83 

Surplus  for  year  1898, 

Carried  to  Building  Fund       -  $34,995.22 
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ASSETS. 


Bonds 

Stocks 

Mortgage  Loans 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Book  Investment 

Special  Deposits 

Cash 

Total 


$1,245,667.11 

1.123,494.00 

42,360.20 

12,812.24 

95,468.47 

475,000.00 

317,749.87 


5,312,551.89 


LIABILITIES. 


Endowment  Fund 
Building  Fund 
Book  Fund 

Security  Reserve  Fund 
Audited  vouchers 

Total 


5,000,000.00 

191,973.32 

95,468.47 

23,819.90 

1,290.20 


During  the  year  the  Security  Reserve  Fund,  representing 
accretions  resulting  from  sales  of  stocks  and  other  securities, 
reached  the  amount  of  $628,775.11,  of  which,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  there  was  transferred  to  Endowment  Fund  $604,955.21, 
thus  placing  the  Endowment  Fund  at  $3,000,000.00  and  leaving 
an  ample  balance  in  the  Security  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Building  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  for  the  year,  viz.,  $34,995.22,  making  a  total  to  the 
credit  of  that  Fund  of  $191,973.32. 

The  Book  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
investment  during  the  year,  less  depreciation,  and  now  stands  at 
$95,468.47. 
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Insurance  is  in  force  covering  the  property  of  the  Library  in 
amounts  as  follows: 

Books       -  $76,000.00 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  decorations  10,500.00 

Portraits  6,000.00 

Type  and  cases      -  220.00 

$92,720.00 

WM.    J.    LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
Chicago,  January  30,  1899. 


We   hereby   certify   that  we    have   examined    the   books  of 
account  and  securities  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  and  find  that 
the  above  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  is  true  and  correct. 
SMITH,  RECKITT,  CLARKE  &  Co., 

Accountants  and  Auditors, 
March  16,  1899.  169  Jackson  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — The  fourth  year  of  the  work  of  the  library,  of 
which  the  following  report  presents  the  more  important  details, 
has  been  marked  by  continued  growth,  by  an  increased  useful- 
ness to  the  public,  and  by  increased  demands  from  the  public. 
So  far  as  these  demands  are  within  the  limits  of  the  field  marked 
out  by  the  Directors  they  are  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
maintaining  the  present  rate  of  growth,  especially  as  the 
increased  income  of  the  library  will  permit  the  accumulation  of 
a  building  fund  as  rapidly  as  was  contemplated  originally. 

The  present  quarters  are  conveniently  situated  and  comfort- 
ably arranged.  If  more  space  can  be  obtained,  they  can  be 
made  to  serve  well  for  several  years  to  come.  More  space  is 
necessary,  however,  for  in  storage  room  alone  the  limit  of  capac- 
ity will  be  almost  reached  at  the  end  of  our  present  lease,  while 
to  secure  convenient  administration  of  the  library  additional 
room  is  required  for  other  purposes.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  change  from  a  double  to  a  single  stack,  advised  by  the 
architects,  deprived  us  of  room  much  needed  for  storage  of 
janitor's  supplies  and  for  the  proper  care  and  storage  of  valuable 
books.  A  room  should  be  set  apart  for  these,  and  should  be 
furnished  with  apparatus  for  photographing  the  largest  plates  so 
that  the  library  may  not  incur  the  risk  of  loss  and  damage  inci- 
dental to  allowing  their  removal  from  the  library  in  order  that 
they  may  be  of  the  greatest  use. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  proof  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
library  exhibited  in  the  first  table  of  library  statistics,  which 
gives  the  monthly  and  average  daily  attendance,  use  of  books, 
use  of  periodicals,  and  the  number  of  visitors  admitted  to  the 
stack.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  recorded  30,516  visitors  to 
the  library,  a  daily  average  of  99  for  each  day  it  was  open;  1 5,367 
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books  were  drawn  from  the  stack,  and  7,213  periodicals  from  the 
periodical  alcove;  and  656  visitors  admitted  to  the  stack.  A 
comparison  of  the  figures  for  1898  with  those  of  1897  shows  that 
the  daily  average  of  visitors  has  increased  24  per  cent.,  the 
recorded  use  of  books  67  per  cent.,  that  of  periodicals  35  per 
cent.,  and  the  admissions  to  the  stack  37  per  cent.  The  smallest 
attendance  on  any  one  day  was  28,  on  May  3oth,  and  the  largest 
172,  on  December  3d.  The  evening  attendance  was  remarkably 
steady  during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  fell  off  during  the 
extreme  hot  weather,  and  then  showed  a  gratifying  increase  over 
all  previous  figures.  For  the  last  two  months  it  was  75  per  cent 
greater  than  for  the  same  months  of  1897. 

In  the  last  report  were  stated  at  length  the  reasons  why  the 
recorded  use  of  both  books  and  periodicals  is  only  a  compara- 
tively small  fraction  of  the  whole  use.  An  attempt  was  made 
then  to  determine  the  proportion  by  ascertaining  the  number  of 
readers  who  did  not  write  call-slips  for  either  books  or  period- 
icals;  the  resulting  proportion  of  I  :  2.5  was  thought  to  be  too 
low,  and  1 : 3  was  taken  as  the  most  probable  value.  It  seemed 
desirable,  especially  in  view  of  the  not  inconsiderable  amount  of 
assumption  in  the  calculation,  to  confirm  it  by  direct  observation. 
Accordingly  for  two  weeks,  one  in  June  and  one  in  December,  a 
record  was  kept  of  each  person  entering  the  library,  the  number  of 
books  taken  from  the  shelves  in  the  Reading  Room  or  periodicals 
read  in  the  periodical  alcove  noted,  and  all  visitors  admitted  to 
the  stack  were  asked  to  report  the  number  of  volumes  consulted. 

The  results  were  in  curiously  close  agreement  with  each 
other  and  with  the  previous  estimate.  One  week  gave  the  pro- 
portion of  recorded  to  total  use  as  I  :  3.1,  and  the  other  as  I  :  3.3. 
It  may  be  said,  then,  that  the  recorded  use  of  22,580  books  and 
periodicals  in  1898  represents  an  actual  use  of  about  70,000. 
This  can  be  stated  the  more  confidently  because  the  only  ob- 
vious source  of  error  in  the  figures  is  the  impossibility  of  watching 
each  person  all  the  time;  so  that  the  result  probably  is  still 
somewhat  too  low. 

The  figures  show  some  details  which  may  be  of  interest. 
Thus,  of  every  100  persons  entering  the  library,  82  come  to 
read,  and  80  actually  do  use  one  or  more  books  or  pamphlets. 
The  average  number  of  books  used  by  each  reader  admitted  to 
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the  stack  is  6,  by  each  reader  in  the  Reading  Room  3.3,  of 
periodicals,  1.8.  On  the  average,  each  reader  keeps  a  book 
drawn  from  the  stack  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  proportion  of 
recorded  to  total  use  of  books  was  1 :  3.4,  and  of  periodicals  1 :  3.2. 
Only  1 8  per  cent,  of  the  visitors  to  the  library  were  women; 
nearly  one-half  of  these  did  no  reading  whatever,  and  a  very 
small  proportion  used  the  current  periodicals. 

That  all  the  subjects  included  in  the  library  are  in  fair  demand 
will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  classification  of  the  call-slips  given 
in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics.  The  comparison  of 
percentages  in  each  department  with  those  of  1897  shows  that 
the  rate  of  increase  for  books  and  periodicals  has  been  about 
the  same  for  each  department,  though  the  Applied  Sciences  have 
gained  a  little  and  the  others  are  more  even,  but  that  in  admis- 
sions to  the  stack  the  Social  Sciences  have  made  a  notable  gain. 
The  figures  are  as  follows: 

PERCENTAGES. 

RECORDED  USE.     ADMISSIONS  TO  STACK. 
DEPARTMENT  1897  1898  1897  1898 

GeneralWorks 28  24  8  8 

Social  Sciences 14  15  9  16 

Physical  Sciences 14  13  17  17 

Natural  Sciences 7  8  28  25 

Applied  Sciences 37  40  38  34 

Passes  to  the  stack  have  been  given  only  to  persons  known 
to  the  Librarian,  and  only  when  circumstances  indicated  the 
probability  of  frequent  use.  In  other  cases  readers  have  been 
registered  for  each  visit.  The  number  of  such  registered  admis- 
sions is  455,  and  that  of  admissions  on  passes  is  201.  Eighteen 
passes  have  been  given  during  the  year,  making  32  in  all,  but 
the  holder  of  one  has  since  died,  and  another  has  been  reported 
lost.  Probably  it  will  be  found  desirable  to  begin  a  new  regis- 
tration every  few  years.  Of  the  31  passes  in  force,  25  have 
been  used,  showing  that  they  are  not  granted  too  freely. 

As  was  anticipated  in  the  last  report,  the  time  necessary  to 
serve  a  reader  is  longer  this  year  than  last,  but  as  the  average 
time  was  1.65  minutes,  and  as  83  per  cent,  of  the  calls  were  filled 
within  two  minutes  and  91  per  cent,  within  three  minutes,  there  is 
every  reason  to  feel  satisfied  with  the  efficiency  of  the  delivery 
clerks  and  their  assistants. 

The  library  continues  to  serve  all  sections  of  the  city  and  its 
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suburbs,  while  the  number  of  persons  coming  from  a  distance  to 
make  use  of  it  is  constantly  increasing,  though  naturally  not  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  citizens.  The  per- 
centages are: 

i  97  1898 

South  Side 34  35 

North  Side 19  26 

West  Side 21  22 

Business  District 14  10 

Out  of  Town 12  7 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  desirability  of  facilities  for 
photographing,  in  order  to  avoid  allowing  valuable  volumes  of 
plates  to  be  taken  from  the  library.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  such  books  in  the  library,  and  the  largely  increased  number 
of  readers,  have  caused  so  many  requests  for  loans  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  define  the  policy  of  the  library.  The 
Committee  on  Administration,  in  whose  hands  the  Directors 
placed  the  matter,  have  desired  to  make  the  library  as  useful  as 
possible  to  the  public,  but  have  felt  that  it  is  essential  to  the 
purposes  of  a  reference  library  that  its  books  should  be  available 
for  consultation  by  every  one  at  any  time.  Accordingly,  they 
have  instructed  the  Librarian  to  allow  only  such  books  to  go  out 
as  are  called  for  very  seldom,  to  remain  out  but  a  short  time, 
and  only  when  the  reason  is  something  beside  the  personal  con- 
venience of  the  reader. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association 
at  Lakewood  one  of  the  speakers  emphasized  the  value  of  sets  of 
periodicals  to  a  scientific  library,  and  referred  in  approval  to  the 
policy  of  this  library  of  spending  half  the  available  funds  for  such 
sets.  In  this  connection  a  determination  of  the  use  made  of  these 
sets  by  our  readers  would  appear  to  be  of  interest.  An  examination 
of  the  call-slips  for  books  from  the  stacks  showed  that  23  per  cent, 
of  them  were  for  volumes  of  serials.  This  would  make  the 
recorded  use  of  the  library,  in  round  numbers,  7,200  unbound 
serials,  3,500  bound  serials,  and  11,900  individual  works.  The 
percentage  of  serials  therefore  would  be  about  45.  The  per- 
centage of  the  total  use  would  be  less,  but  not  materially,  for 
if  the  books  in  the  Reading  Room  are  almost  exclusively  indi- 
vidual works,  those  consulted  by  readers  in  the  stacks  are  nearly 
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as  exclusively  sets  of  periodicals.  Apart  from  the  question  of 
the  quality  of  the  reading,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  in 
scientific  literature  the  advantage  is  greatly  with  the  periodical 
form,  the  quantity  justifies  the  policy  of  the  library. 

For  a  second  time  the  work  of  cataloguing  the  accessions  has 
been  so  interrupted  by  changes  in  the  staff,  and  especially  this 
year  by  the  delay  in  filling  the  position  of  Assistant  Cataloguer, 
that  no  attempt  could  be  made  to  begin  the  publications 
planned,  though  the  need  of  them  has  been  felt.  The  Third 
Annual  Report,  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-nine  pages,  was  prepared 
and  printed  in  reasonable  season.  The  larger  part  of  an  edition 
of  4,000  copies  was  distributed  in  April.  The  distribution  of 
seven  copies  of  the  catalogue  cards  has  been  continued,  and  they 
appear  to  be  appreciated  by  the  libraries  receiving  them. 

Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  preparation  of 
material  for  a  union  list  of  periodicals  in  the  public  libraries  of 
Chicago  and  Evanston.  The  compilation  of  such  a  list  was 
undertaken  by  the  Chicago  Library  Club,  and  seventeen  libraries 
were  asked  to  contribute.  Fifteen  have  done  so.  The  material 
has  been  consolidated  by  members  of  the  Club,  and  is  now 
deposited  with  the  John  Crerar  Library  awaiting  final  revision  and 
arrangements  for  publication.  Even  in  its  present  inconvenient 
form,  it  has  been  of  great  value  to  this  library  and  has  clearly 
established  its  broader  usefulness  and  the  great  desirability  of  its 
early  publication. 

The  selection  of  books  to  be  purchased  has  gone  forward  on 
the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Board,  and  therefore  without  material 
change,  though  rather  more  attention  has  been  given  to  Indus- 
trial Art,  as  suggested  by  the  President  in  his  last  report.  Of  the 
original  appropriation  but  little  remains  except  for  Education  and 
Engineering,  and  most  of  the  first  selection  has  been  made  in 
these  subjects.  Because  of  the  backwardness  of  the  cataloguing 
no  orders  were  given  from  August  to  the  end  of  November, 
except  for  such  books  as  were  wanted  immediately.  The  titles 
selected  for  purchase  have  accumulated,  therefore,  until  they 
amount  to  some  6,000. 

For  the  selection  of  many  of  the  titles  on  Education  the 
library  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  G.  F.  James,  secretary 
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of  the  Educational  Commission  of  the  city,  who  secured  'he  5cr* 
vices  of  some  of  his  colleagues  in  addition  to  giving  bi.s'Cnvn. 
It  is  pleasant  to  have  his  testimony  that  the  library  has  paid  m 
part  its  debt  by  the  assistance  it  has  furnished  the  Commis^io-i. 

During  the  year,  4,845  orders  have  been  given.  Of  thest  icfi' 
failed  or  were  canceled,  leaving  4,744  valid  orders,  covering 
8,289  volumes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $19,589.49.  Of  out- 
standing orders  5,304  have  been  filled,  covering  11,238  volumes 
at  a  cost  of  $24,765.51,  leaving  outstanding  975  orders,  covering 
3,316  volumes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,492.74.  The  classi- 
fication of  the  orders  of  the  year  and  of  the  total  to  date,  as  well 
as  of  the  estimated  cost  of  each,  is  given  in  the  second  table  of 
library  statistics. 

The  total  accessions  for  1898  have  been  14,063,  of  which 
2,825  have  been  received  by  gift,  and  11,238  obtained  by  pur- 
chase. Volumes  made  by  binding  periodicals  are  included  in 
these  figures.  There  have  been  withdrawn  143  volumes,  leaving 
the  net  accessions  for  the  year  13,920,  making,  with  the  29,141 
reported  for  1897,  a  total  number  now  on  the  books  of  43,061- 
The  classification  of  the  accessions  of  the  year  and  of  the  total 
now  in  the  library  is  shown  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  growth  of  the  library  is  fairly  sym- 
metrical, the  percentage  in  each  department  being  as  follows: 

DEPARTMENT  1896  1897  1898  TOTAL 

General  Works 32  18  17  21 

Social  Sciences 29  16  29  24 

Physical  Sciences 14  19  17  17 

Natural  Sciences 14  18  n  15 

Applied  Sciences n  29  26  23 

Three  of  the  purchases  deserve  special  mention.  One  is  the 
collection  of  ornithological  works  obtained  of  the  Newberry 
Library.  There  were  three  hundred  volumes  in  the  collection, 
for  which  we  paid  $4,500.  It  included  a  fine  copy  of  Audubon's 
Birds  of  America,  elephant  folio  edition;  several  volumes  of 
Gould's  monographs;  Selby's  Illustrations  of  British  OrnitJiology ; 
and  other  costly  works.  The  second  notable  purchase  is 
a  copy  of  Humboldt  and  Bonpland's  Voyage  aux  regions 
tquinoxiales  du  nonvcan  continent,  in  twenty-nine  volumes,  quarto 
and  folio.  The  third  was  made  at  the  sale  of  the  Boncompagni 
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library  in  Rome.  Three  cases  have  been  received  already,  and 
mor-e'  '<\r--:  hoped  for,  as  the  sale  is  not  yet  completed.  The  works 
obtained'  will  greatly  strengthen  the  department  of  Physical 
Sciences,  especially  in  the  subject  of  Mathematics. 

'While  practically  all  purchases,  including  the  remainder  of 
the  Newberry  books  not  duplicates,  have  been  entered  on  the 
books,  there  remain  to  be  entered  two  or  three  hundred  govern- 
ment documents,  a  large  number  of  incomplete  serials  from  the 
Western  Society  of  Engineers,  and  several  cases  of  municipal 
documents.  These  last  have  been  obtained  in  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  and  Indianapolis  by 
Mr.  George  E.  Hooker.  Only  those  who  know  by  experience 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  these  documents  except  as  they  are 
issued  can  appreciate  the  benefit  to  the  library  of  Mr.  Hooker's 
services. 

A  comparison  of  the  2,825  accessions  by  gift  with  the  1,697 
so  reported  last  year  hardly  furnishes  a  fair  measure  of  the 
growth  of  interest  in  the  library.  The  list  of  donors  appended 
to  the  report  contains  twice  as  many  names  as  last  year  and 
records  the  receipt  of  nearly  three  times  as  many  pieces.  Many 
of  these  are  annual  reports  or  other  serial  publications  which  will 
not  be  bound  or  entered  until  enough  have  come  to  make  a 
volume  of  convenient  size,  so  that  the  number  received  bears  no 
relation  to  the  number  of  accessions. 

Of  the  more  considerable  gifts,  the  largest  is  from  the  United 
States  government.  As  a  designated  depositary  the  library 
receives  all  current  Congressional  documents,  but  it  owes  to  the 
good  offices  of  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  a  large  col- 
lection of  older  documents,  and  has  received  from  him  and  other 
officials  many  important  bureau  publications.  The  next  most 
considerable  gift  was  from  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers. 
In  addition  to  their  files  of  unbound  periodicals,  the  Society  sent 
all  its  duplicates,  so  that  three  or  four  hundred  volumes  have 
been  put  on  the  shelves,  and  a  large  number  of  incomplete  peri- 
odicals await  completion.  Other  considerable  and  very  welcome 
gifts  are  a  set  of  the  Revue  des  deux  mondes,  from  the  library  of 
the  late  Eugene  Borda,  through  his  daughter,  Mrs.  N.  P.  Bige- 
low  of  Chicago,  a  collection  of  publications  on  the  resources  of 
Mexico  from  the  government  of  that  country;  sets  of  their  pub- 
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lications  from  Columbia  University,  Lafayette  College,  McGill 
University,  University  of  Cincinnati,  and  University  of  Illinois;  a 
set  of  Notes  and  Queries  from  Mr.  George  A.  Armour;  and  a  set 
of  his  reports  on  bridges  from  Mr.  George  S.  Morison. 

During  the  year  840  volumes  have  been  placed  on  the  shelves 
in  the  Reading  Room,  making  the  total  now  there  2,215.  Five 
volumes  are  reported  missing  from  these  shelves,  a  loss  which, 
though  greater  than  last  year,  may  be  regarded  as  inconsiderable 
in  comparison  with  the  great  use  made  of  these  books  and  the 
advantages  of  free  access  to  the  best  books  in  the  library.  More 
annoying  losses  have  occurred  among  the  unbound  periodicals, 
but  a  few  weeks  of  increased  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
assistants  practically  put  an  end  to  them.  The  comparison  of 
all  the  books  with  the  shelf  list  shows  that  eleven  volumes, 
including  the  five  in  the  Reading  Room,  have  been  misplaced  or 
removed  during  the  year.  On  the  other  hand,  six  of  the  ten 
volumes  so  reported  last  year  were  found  this  year,  so  that  the 
net  loss  for  two  years  has  been  only  fifteen,  or  three-hundredths 
of  one  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  in  the  library  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  If  the  four  volumes  missing  in  1897  are  not  found  at 
the  end  of  1899  they  will  be  considered  irrecoverable,  and  with- 
drawn from  the  records,  though  this  may  prove  to  be  a  prema- 
ture assumption,  for  an  English  library  recently  reported  the 
return  of  a  volume  which  had  been  missing  for  forty-five  years. 

The  number  of  periodicals  and  serials  received  is  now  1,506, 
and  their  estimated  annual  cost  $4,303.87.  Their  classification 
is  shown  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics.  One  hundred 
and  eighty-six  are  received  by  gift,  including  47  from  the  West- 
ern Society  of  Engineers.  A  number  of  these  were  previously 
subscribed  for  by  the  library,  and  the  saving  thus  made,  together 
with  that  arising  from  serials  ceasing  publication,  will  allow 
additions  to  be  made  which  will  be  required  by  the  probable 
extension  of  the  cooperative  analysis  of  serials. 

During  the  year  5,531  volumes  have  been  sent  to  the  binders, 
and  5,466  received  from  them,  leaving  492  at  the  bindery  on 
January  I,  1899.  The  cost  of  binding  was  $6,605,  an  average  of 
$1.21  per  volume.  There  have  been  but  two  changes  in  methods 
of  work.  One  is  to  have  large  quantities  of  cases  for  thin 
pamphlets  made  at  one  time  in  standard  sizes,  thus  effecting  a 
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considerable  saving  at  some  loss  in  good  looks,  but  none  in 
workmanship  or  durability.  The  other  is  the  employment  of  an 
apprentice  from  the  bindery  to  paste  in  the  book-plates.  Here 
also  the  saving  is  considerable.  This  work  is  now  included  in 
the  charge  for  lettering  and  repairs,  which  amounts  to  $1,393.60 
for  14,000  volumes. 

In  spite  of  the  interruption  to  the  work  of  cataloguing 
already  mentioned,  there  has  been  almost  as  much  done  as  last 
year.  The  Cataloguer  reports  that  5,507  titles  have  been  pre- 
pared, cards  for  5,416  received  from  the  printer,  and  electrotypes 
for  5,333  from  the  electrotypers.  The  total  number  of  titles  pre- 
pared to  date  is  14,608,  of  titles  printed  13,883,  of  electrotypes 
13,635.  Many  typewritten  entries  were  made,  especially  on 
account  of  incomplete  serials,  but  they  have  probably  now 
reached  a  maximum. 

In  addition  to  the  titles  prepared  and  printed  by  the  library, 
our  catalogue  has  been  enlarged  and  our  collections  made  more 
available  by  the  analysis  of  serials  undertaken  in  cooperation 
with  four  other  libraries.  The  plan,  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
was  put  into  operation  early  in  the  spring,  and  though  the  full 
year's  work  will  not  be  finished  for  some  months  it  is  not  too 
soon  to  report  its  success.  This  library  has  prepared  389  titles, 
for  which  it  has  been  allowed  $38.90,  and  has  received  2,645 
titles,  13,225  cards,  at  a  net  cost  of  $65.23.  About  two-thirds 
of  the  titles  received  will  be  used,  so  that  the  approximate 
cost  of  each  title  is  3.5  cents  and  three-tenths  of  the  cost  of 
preparation,  as  against  16  cents  and  the  whole  cost  of  preparation 
if  done  individually.  These  cards  are  placed  as  soon  as  possible 
in  the  catalogues  exactly  as  if  printed  by  the  library,  and  915 
titles  have  been  added  so  far.  There  are  now  twenty-one  sub- 
scribers to  the  full  set,  so  that  the  work  seems  to  have  secured 
general  approval,  and  probably  will  be  extended. 

The  classed  subject  catalogue  contains  some  15, 300  titles 
and  23,651  cards,  or  about  1.5  entries  to  each  title.  The 
distribution  of  these  entries,  and  therefore  the  best  indication  of 
the  available  resources  in  each  subject,  is  shown  in  the  second 
table  of  library  statistics.  The  author  catalogue  now  contains 
the  same  15,300  titles  and  22,636  cards,  not  quite  1.5  entries  to 
each  title.  Rules  for  the  alphabetical  subject  catalogue  are  still 
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under  discussion,  though  progress  has  been  made  in  the  deter- 
mination of  its  relations  to  the  other  catalogues.  The  Cataloguer 
is  now  considering  the  methods  of  work  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  begin  actual  preparation  soon. 

With  the  desire  of  making  the  books  as  available  as  possible, 
the  library  intends  to  subscribe  to  all  card  bibliographies  on  sci- 
entific subjects,  and  receives  at  present  indexes  to  zoology, 
agriculture,  American  botanical  literature,  names  of  new  botan- 
ical genera  and  species,  mathematics  and  photography.  A  very 
comprehensive  extension  of  the  system  has  been  proposed  by 
the  Royal  Society  of  London.  This  is  nothing  less  than  the 
prompt  issue  of  printed  cards  giving  the  title  and  subject  of  all 
original  contributions  to  the  physical  and  natural  sciences.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  titles  will  amount  to  some  40,000  annually, 
and  that  to  properly  index  them  160,000  cards  will  be  required. 
The  subscription  is  placed  at  .£50  per  annum,  and  the  cost  of 
arrangement  and  storage  would  be  more  than  as  much  more.  If 
carried  out,  the  question  of  subscription  on  the  part  of  this 
library  will  require  consideration,  but  even  as  a  proposition  it  is 
interesting  as  an  extreme  development  of  the  card  system. 
Even  should  the  card  form  be  found  impracticable,  the  material  will 
be  issued  in  books,  and  it  would  be  mortifying  if  this  country 
did  not  do  its  share  and  American  scientific  work  were  not  repre- 
sented adequately.  To  secure  this  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
will  undertake  the  compilation  if  the  means  are  furnished,  and 
I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Board  the  desirability  of  their  joining 
with  other  libraries  interested  in  urging  upon  Congress  the  neces- 
sary action. 

The  library  has  been  officially  represented  by  the  Librarian 
and  unofficially  by  the  Cataloguer  and  two  other  members  of 
the  staff  at  the  annual  conference  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation at  Lakewood,  N.  Y.,  July  5th  to  8th,  and  unofficially  by 
several  members  of  the  staff,  including  the  Librarian  and  Assist- 
ant Librarian,  at  the  Interstate  Library  Conference  at  Evanston, 
February  2ist  and  22d. 

The  Librarian  has  also  taken  advantage  of  a  recent  visit  East 
to  consult  with  librarians  there  as  to  details  of  the  cooperative 
analysis  of  serials  and  to  examine  the  new  Princeton  University 
Library  and  the  Congressional  Library.  His  visits  were  partly 
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also  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  best  plans  for  a  proper  repre- 
sentation of  American  libraries  at  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900, 
a  matter  which  probably  will  be  brought  before  the  Board  later 
in  the  year. 

The  changes  in  the  staff  have  been  numerous.  Miss  Giles 
and  Miss  Shuey,  senior  assistants,  and  Miss  Furness,  junior  assist- 
ant, have  left  the  service,  and  there  has  been  a  succession  of 
changes  among  the  pages.  The  oldest  of  them,  Frederick  Mar- 
tin, who  had  been  in  the  library  from  the  beginning,  volunteered 
for  and  served  in  the  war  with  Spain,  and  another  enlisted  in  the 
regular  army  at  the  same  time.  One  new  position,  that  of  Assist- 
ant Cataloguer,  has  been  made  by  the  Board,  and  has  been  filled 
by  the  selection  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Hawley,  at  the  time  revising 
cataloguer  in  the  New  York  State  Library.  Miss  Foye  and  Mrs. 
Kelley,  junior  assistants,  have  been  made  senior  assistants;  Miss 
Eleanor  Roper  has  been  appointed  a  senior  assistant,  and  Miss 
Gertrude  Forstall  a  junior  assistant. 

To  the  staff,  as  a  whole  and  individually,  the  Librarian 
acknowledges  his  indebtedness  for  earnest  and  faithful  work, 
which  has  accomplished  much  in  spite  of  serious  obstacles. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

Chicago,  January  19,  1899.  Librarian. 
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MEETINGS. 

SECTION  I.  The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
which  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in  January  in  each 
year,  shall  be  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  The 
John  Crerar  Library,  at  which  meeting  the  officers  of  the  Cor- 
poration shall  be  elected,  and  such  other  business  transacted  as 
may  be  properly  brought  before  the  meeting. 

SECTION  2.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  held  on 
the  third  Thursday  of  the  months  of  January,  April,  June  and 
October,  in  each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  fixed 
by  the  Board  from  time  to  time. 

At  such  meetings,  seven  members  of  the  Board  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum.  In  the  absence  of  a  quorum  at  any  such  meet- 
ing, an  adjournment  to  a  fixed  day  may  be  made  by  any  number 
present. 

SECTION  3.  Special  meetings  of  the  Board  may  be  held  at 
the  request  of  the  President  or  any  two  Directors,  and  the  notice 
of  such  meeting  shall  recite  such  request  and  the  object  for 
which  the  meeting  is  called. 

SECTION  4.  Meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of 
the  Standing  Committees  shall  be  held  upon  call  of  their  respec- 
tive Chairmen,  upon  notice  to  be  determined  by  each  committee; 
and  at  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  three  members, 
and  at  the  meetings  of  the  Standing  Committees  two  members, 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

SECTION  5.  Notices  in  writing  of  all  meetings  of  the  Board 
shall  be  given  by  the  Secretary  to  each  Director,  by  mailing  the 
same  to  his  address,  not  less  than  ten  days  before  any  regular 
meeting,  and  not  less  than  two  days  before  any  special  or 
adjourned  meeting. 
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OFFICERS. 

SECTION  6.     The  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  a  Pres 
ident,   a  First  Vice-President,   a  Second  Vice-President,  and  a 
Secretary,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  from  the  Directors,  by 
a  majority  of  all  the  Directors,  to  hold  office  for  one  year,  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

There  shall  also  be  appointed  by  the  Board  a  Treasurer  and 
a  Librarian — either  of  whom  may  or  may  not  be  a  Director — 
and  such  other  agents  or  employees  from  tune  to  time,  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary.  All  such  appointees  shall  hold  their 
positions,  respectively,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

SECTION  7.  Vacancies  among  the  officers  or  in  the  Board, 
or  in  the  position  of  Treasurer  or  Librarian,  may  be  filled  by  the 
Board  at  any  regular  or  special  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
proposed  action  be  contained  in  the  call  for  such  meeting. 

Vacancies  in  the  Board  shall  be  filled  by  election  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Chief  Justice,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois.  Whenever  any  Director  shall  be 
elected  to  fill  any  vacancy,  a  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the 
Corporation  giving  the  name  of  the  person  elected  shall  be 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Recorder  of  Deeds,  where  the 
articles  of  incorporation  are  recorded,  as  provided  in  Paragraph 
22,  Chapter  81,  Statutes  of  Illinois. 

SECTION  8.  The  compensation  of  Treasurer  and  Librarian 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board.  The  compensation  of  all  other 
agents  and  employees  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Committee  on 
Administration,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

SECTION  9.  The  following  shall  be  the  Standing  Commit- 
tees to  be  elected  by  the  Board  at  the  annual  meeting: 

A  Committee  on  Finance, 

A  Committee  on  Administration, 

A  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 

A  Committee  on  Books, 
each  to  consist  of  three  members. 

There  shall  also  be  an  Executive  Committee,  of  which  the 
President  shall  be  the  Chairman,  and  which  shall  consist  of  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Standing  Committees  above  named. 

SECTION   10.     During  the  absence   from   Chicago,   or   other 
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inability  to  act,  of  any  Chairman  of  any  Standing  Committee, 
the  next  member  of  such  Committee  in  regular  order  who  is 
available  shall  act  as  Chairman  and  as  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  any 
member  of  a  Standing  Committee,  the  President  may  appoint 
any  member  of  the  Board  to  serve  as  a  member  of  such  Com- 
mittee until  such  absence  or  disability  shall  cease. 

PRESIDENT. 

SECTION  n.  The  President  shall  be  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Corporation  and  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board.  He  shall  execute  all  documents  and  assignments  or 
transfers  of  shares  of  stock,  bonds  or  notes  authorized  to  be 
executed  by  the  Board  or  by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He 
shall  be  ex  officio  a  member  of  each  of  the  Standing  Committees 
and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  have 
power  to  enforce  all  by-laws,  regulations,  and  orders,  and  to 
suspend  at  any  time  any  agent  or  employee  of  the  Corporation, 
and,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  remove 
such  agent  or  employee,  and  shall  perform  all  other  duties  from 
time  to  time  assigned  to  him. 

He  shall  make  in  the  month  of  January  in  each  year,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board,  a  report  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  December  preceding,  of 
the  condition  of  the  Library  and  of  the  funds  and  other  property 
of  the  Corporation,  showing  the  assets  and  investments  of  such 
Corporation  in  detail  as  provided  in  Paragraph  22,  Chapter  81, 
Statutes  of  Illinois. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

SECTION  12.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  President  shall, 
in  his  absence  or  inability  to  act,  devolve  upon  the  Vice-Pres- 
idents  in  their  order,  and  in  the  absence  or  inability  to  act  of 
both  Vice-Presidents,  upon  the  Chairmen  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees in  the  order  named  in  Section  9. 

SECRETARY. 

SECTION  13.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  faithful  record  of 
all  meetings  of  the  Board,  have  the  custody  of  the  corporate 
seal  and  of  all  papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  Corporation, 
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to  be  kept  in  a  place  designated  by  the  Board,  sign  the  call  of 
all  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  execute  such  documents  as  require 
his  signature  and  the  seal,  when  authorized  by  the  Board,  and 
shall  perform  all  other  duties  from  time  to  time  assigned  to  him. 

TREASURER. 

SECTION  14.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  the  financial  officer  of 
the  Corporation,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  shall  have  the  custody  and  control  of  all  its  funds  and 
securities,  and  deposit  them  in  such  banks  or  depositories  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Board,  and  shall  sign  all  checks,  drafts 
and  other  papers  requiring  the  payment  of  money,  when  duly 
countersigned,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
from  time  to  time  assigned  to  him.  He  shall  give  bond  in  such 
amount  and  with  such  surety  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board. 

He  shall  prepare  for  consideration  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Corporation  a  statement  of  the  probable  income  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  the  expenditures  recommended  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committees. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SECTION  15.  The  Librarian,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee  on  Administration,  shall  have  the  charge  of  the 
Library  and  of  the  conduct  of  its  administration,  and  of  all 
agents  and  employees  therein,  and  shall  carry  out  the  policies 
adopted  by  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
Library  and  the  nature  and  quality  of  its  accessions,  and  shall 
perform  all  other  duties  from  time  to  time  assigned  to  him. 

COMMITTEES. 

SECTION  16.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  have  general 
direction  and  control  of  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. The  Treasurer  shall  report  to  this  Committee  a  monthly 
statement  of  balances  on  hand,  and  all  other  matters  connected 
with  the  investments  as  well  as  property  and  finances  of  the 
Corporation.  Sales  of  securities,  investments  and  reinvestments 
of  all  funds  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  made  only  under  the 
direction  and  approval  of  this  Committee  or  by  direction  of  the 
Board. 
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The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  securities,  funds  and 
property  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  examined  and  verified  by 
this  Committee  at  such  times  during  each  year  as  the  Com- 
mittee may  deem  expedient,  or  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Board,  and  a  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Corporation 
made  at  each  meeting  of  the  Board. 

SECTION  17.  The  Committee  on  Administration  shall  have 
charge  of  administration  of  the  temporary  quarters  of  the 
Library,  and  of  the  Library  building  when  erected,  together  with 
the  Library  and  all  personal  property  connected  therewith,  and 
shall  have  the  supervision  of  all  agents  and  employees  in  the 
administration  of  the  Library,  and  shall  consider  and  recommend 
to  the  Board  for  approval  all  appointments  in  the  working  force 
of  the  Library,  and  all  changes  deemed  advisable  therein,  and 
also  in  the  methods  of  the  administration  of  the  Library. 

SECTION  18.  The  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds 
shall  have  control  of  the  real  estate  and  buildings  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  of  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  all  assessments 
and  insurance  upon  the  same,  and  shall  have  supervision  and 
control  of  the  erection  of  all  buildings  and  negotiations  and 
contracts  involved  therein,  as  authorized  by  the  Board,  and  shall 
recommend  an  architect,  superintendent  and  contractors,  for 
appointment  and  selection  by  the  Board. 

SECTION  19.  The  Committee  on  Books  shall  have  charge  of 
the  selection,  purchase,  binding,  and  repair  of  all  accessions  to 
the  Library,  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
Board,  and  in  accordance  with  their  directions.  They  shall  have 
power  to  dispose,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  of  duplicates  and  of 
accessions  which  are  not  within  the  lines  fixed  by  the  Board. 

SECTION  20.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  exercise  all 
the  powers  of  the  Board,  subject  to  its  approval,  in  matters 
requiring  action  between  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  shall 
also  make  such  recommendations  as  it  may  deem  advisable  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  and  the  Standing  Committees. 

SECTION  21.  All  moneys  shall  be  deposited  in  a  bank  or 
banks,  to  be  designated  by  the  Board,  to  the  credit  of  "The 
John  Crerar  Library,"  and  shall  be  drawn  out  only  by  checks 
signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  countersigned  by  the  President. 

SECTION  22.     The  total  bequest  received  from  the  Trustees 
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of  the  Estate  of  John  Crerar  forjthe  establishment  of  the  Library 
shall  be  set  apart  as  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund,  and  shall 
never  be  impaired  nor  encroached  upon.  This  fund  may  be 
increased  by  adding  thereto  such  portion  of  the  surplus  revenues, 
or  funds  received  from  other  sources,  as  the  Board  by  a  majority 
vote  at  "any  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  may 
determine. 

SECTION  23.  These  By-laws  may  be  amended  or  repealed 
by  an  affirmative  vote  of  not  less  than  nine  members  of  the 
Board  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  pro- 
posed action  shall  be  included  by  the  Secretary  in  the  call  for 
the  meeting. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen, — The  death  of  President  Williams  and  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  his  successor,  Col.  Jackson,  devolves  on  me  the 
duty  of  presenting  to  the  Board  a  review  of  the  year's  work  of 
the  library. 

The  Board  has  suffered,  also,  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Armour,  Mr.  Blackstone  and  Dr.  McPherson. 

The  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  has  had  plans  pre- 
pared for  the  utilization  of  the  space  to  be  taken  on  the  fifth 
floor  of  the  building,  with  a  preliminary  estimate  of  the  cost, 
which  is  included  in  the  estimated  appropriations  submitted  for 
your  consideration. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  income 
of  the  library,  as  foreshadowed  in  the  President's  report  of  the 
previous  year.  Attention  is  called  to  the  large  proportion  of 
the  funds  of  the  library  which  have  undergone  reinvestment 
during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  value 
of  securities,  making  it  possible,  if  the  Board  so  decides,  to 
increase  considerably  the  endowment  fund.  The  statement  of 
expenses  of  operation  shows  an  available  surplus  applicable  to 
the  building  fund  of  over  $60,000,  making  a  total  now  of  over 
$250,000. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian  gives  the  details  of  the  adminis- 
tration. During  the  year  there  were  added  12,000  volumes, 
making  the  total  accessions  55,000.  Nearly  35,000  visitors  were 
recorded,  an  average  of  113  a  day,  and  an  increase  of  almost 
5,000  over  the  records  of  last  year.  The  recorded  use  of  books 
and  periodicals  has  increased  in  even  larger  proportion,  and  the 
total  use  was  more  than  80,000.  Attention  is  called  to  the  list 
of  donors,  and  to  the  increase  of  gifts,  as  a  proof  of  the  growth 
of  public  interest  in  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP, 

Chicago,  January  18,  1900.  Acting  President. 
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STATEMENT    OF    FINANCES    FOR    YEAR    1899. 
CASH. 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1898: 

In  bank  -     $  317,663.36 

Librarian,  petty  cash  86.51      $  317,749.87 


RECEIPTS. 

Collections  account  income  -  $  138,690.36 

Bills  collectable  466.10 

Investments: 

Bonds   -  -      $       14,695.33 

Mortgage  Loans  4,300.00 

Stocks    -  675,517.58 

Special  Deposits  114,000.00         808,512.91         947,669.37 


$1,265,419.24 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Audited  Vouchers  $     79,321.58 

Investments: 

Bonds  $    517,194.73 

Mortgage  Loans  510,000.00 

Stocks  I35.707-75 

Special  Deposits  12,642.69      i»i75>545,i7       1,254,866.75 


Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1899: 

In  bank  $10,471.84 

Librarian,  petty  cash  80.65  10,552.49 
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OPERATION. 

INCOME  $  139,944.78 

EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.           $  13,331.14 

Salaries,  Wages  25,006.28 

Supplies  i,549-74 

Printing  2,303.19 

Transportation,  Postage  554-79 

Sundries  2,840.93         $45,586.07 

Books: 

Books     -  $17,587.05 

Periodicals  4,468.35 

Binding  6,957.65 

Lettering,  Repairs  1,445-95         $30,459.00 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Repairs  -  $    557.55 

Depreciation  1,392.09           $1,949.64         $77,994.71 

Surplus  for  year  1899: 

Carried  to  Building  Fund                                          -$61,950.07 


ASSETS. 

Bonds    -  $1,752,209.21 

Stocks  966,583.00 

Mortgage  Loans  547,744.71 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  12,528.81 

Book  Investment  114,934.68 

Special  Deposits  373,642.69 

Bills  Collectable  1.30 

Cash  10,552.49 

Total      -  $3,778,196.89 


LIABILITIES. 

Endowment  Fund  $3,350,000.00 

Building  Fund    -  253,923.39 

Book  Fund     -  114,934.68 

Security  Reserve  Fund  59,191.52 

Audited  Vouchers  147-30 

Total      -  $3,778,196.89 
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During  the  year  the  Security  Reserve  Fund  reached  the 
amount  of  $409,191.52,  of  which,  by  order  of  the  Board,  there 
was  transferred  to  Endowment  Fund  $350,000.00,  thus  placing 
the  Endowment  Fund  at  $3,350,000.00,  and  leaving  an  ample 
balance  in  the  Security  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Building  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  for  the  year,  viz.,  $61,950.07,  making  a  total  to  the 
credit  of  that  Fund  of  $253,923.39. 

The  Book  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
investment  during  the  year,  less  depreciation,  and  now  stands  at 
$114,934.68. 

Insurance  is  in  force  covering  the  property  of  the  Library  in 
amounts  as  follows: 

Books       -  -     $91,000.00 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Decorations  -             10,500.00 

Portraits  6,000.00 

Type  and  Cases     -  220.00 

$107,720.00 

WM.  J.   LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
Chicago,  January  18,  1900. 


We   hereby   certify   that   we  have   examined   the    books    of 
account  and  securities  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  and  find  that 
the  above  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  is  true  and  correct. 
SMITH,  RECKITT,  CLARKE  &  Co., 

Accountants  and    Auditors, 
Chicago,  March  2,  1900.  169  Jackson  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — In  presenting  the  fifth  annual  statement  of  the 
work  of  the  library,  I  ask  permission  to  express  for  myself  and 
all  those  members  of  the  staff  who  have  been  with  the  library 
from  the  beginning,  our  strong  feeling  of  personal  loss  in  the 
death  of  its  President,  and  our  appreciation  of  his  friendly 
interest  in  the  staff. 

Were  it  not  for  the  losses  which  your  Board  has  suffered  by 
death  and  by  resignation,  the  history  of  the  library  for  1899 
might  well  be  characterized  as  prosperous  but  uneventful.  A 
satisfactory  increase  has  been  noted  in  the  number  of  people 
using  it,  in  the  recorded  use  of  its  books  and  periodicals,  in  the 
number  of  volumes  available  for  use,  and  in  the  means  of  mak- 
ing these  more  readily  useful. 

As  previously  reported  to  the  Board  by  the  Committee  on 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  them 
for  additional  room  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  building,  immediately 
below  the  Reading  Room  and  east  end  of  the  Stack  Room. 
Plans  have  been  drawn  by  Messrs.  Shepley,  Rutan  &  Coolidge, 
which  provide,  within  the  minimum  space  that  could  be 
taken  conveniently,  for  a  room  for  valuable  books  and  for  society 
meetings,  a  storage  and  supply  room,  and  one  or  two  other 
rooms  much  needed  for  the  increasing  administration  of  the 
library,  and  shelf  room  for  68,000  volumes.  A  stack  holding 
some  60,000  volumes  should  be  erected  at  once ;  the  remaining 
shelving,  being  mostly  wall  shelving,  can  be  added  as  needed. 
The  new  lease  will  begin  on  May  ist  ;  it  is  hoped  that  all 
preparation  possible  may  have  been  completed  by  that  time, 
and  the  work  of  construction  be  begun  promptly. 

As  was  anticipated  in  last  year's  report,  the  amount  of  free 
shelving  became  very  limited  in  the  course  of  the  year,  so  much 
so  that  an  excessive  amount  of  time  was  required  to  shelve  the 
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new  accessions.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  fact  that  the  safe 
limit  of  capacity  of  the  Stack  Room  had  not  been  reached  to 
put  an  additional  shelf  over  all  the  stack.  This  has  proved  to 
be  a  great  relief,  and  should  suffice  until  the  new  Stack  Room  is 
available. 

From  an  examination  of  the  first  table  of  library  statistics, 
which  gives  the  monthly  and  average  daily  attendance,  recorded 
use  of  books  and  periodicals,  and  number  of  visitors  admitted  to 
the  stack,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  recorded  34,827  visitors 
to  the  library,  an  average  of  1 1 3  for  each  day  it  was  open  ;  slips 
for  18,890  books  and  8,013  periodicals  were  presented  and  filled; 
and  1,017  visitors  admitted  to  the  stack.  A  comparison  of  these 
figures  with  those  for  previous  years  will  be  found  in  the  same 
table.  The  smallest  attendance  on  any  one  day  was  35,  on 
June  22d,  when  the  library  was  closed  in  the  afternoon  and 
evening  on  account  of  the  funeral  services  of  its  President,  and 
the  largest  241,  on  November  i8th.  The  evening  attendance 
has  been  decidedly  greater  than  in  previous  years,  and  is  now 
as  large  proportionally  to  the  total  attendance  as  was  expected 
when  it  was  decided  to  open  the  library  in  the  evenings. 

The  detailed  classification  of  the  call-slips  and  admissions  to 
the  stack  is  given  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics.  The 
following  comparison  of  the  totals  and  percentages  for  each 
department,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1898,  shows  that 
the  rate  of  increase  in  the  use  of  books  and  periodicals  drawn  on 
call-slips  is  very  nearly  the  same  for  all  departments,  while  in 
the  admissions  to  the  stack  the  Physical  Sciences  have  made  a 
notable  gain,  though  probably  a  temporary  one. 

RECORDED  USE.  ADMISSIONS  TO  STACK. 

1898  1899  1898  1899 

Percent-  Percent-  Percent-  Percent- 

Total,      age.       Total,      age.      Total,     age.  Total,     age. 

General  Works 5>357  24  6,150  23  55  8  130  13 

Social  Sciences 3.361  15  4,048  15  105  16  133  13 

Physical  Sciences 3,068  13  3>752  14  109  17  306  30 

Natural  Sciences 1,770  8  1,804  7  x^7  25  I9°  19 

Applied  Sciences 7»O24  40  11,147  41  220  34  258  25 

The  number  of  admissions  to  the  stack  on  registration  have 
been  730,  and  on  passes  287;  ten  passes  have  been  given  during 
the  year,  making  42  in  all,  and  of  these  32  have  been  used. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  readers,  the  increased 
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number  of  call-slips  made  out  by  each  reader,  and  the  increased 
number  of  volumes  from  which  the  books  called  for  have  to  be 
selected,  the  records  show  that  the  time  required  to  fill  calls 
actually  has  diminished.  The  average  time  this  year  was  1.51 
minutes,  while  88  per  cent,  were  filled  in  two  minutes,  and  96 
per  cent,  in  three  minutes.  The  figures  last  year  were  1.65,  83, 
and  91  respectively.  This  result  is  a  gratifying  proof  of  the 
increased  efficiency  of  the  delivery  clerks  and  their  assistants. 

The  change  in  the  proportion  of  the  call-slips  credited  to 
each  of  the  divisions  of  the  city  is  so  slight  as  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing table  of  interest  only  as  a  proof  that  the  library  serves 
all  sections.  The  percentages  are: 

1897.  1898.  1899. 

South  Side 34  35  38 

North  Side 19  26  24 

West  Side 21  22  21 

Business  District 14  10  10 

Out  of  Town 12  7               7 

In  view  of  the  extremely  close  agreement  of  the  two  deter- 
minations of  the  proportion  of  recorded  use  to  total  use  of  the 
library  made  last  year,  it  did  not  seem  necessary  to  devote  so 
soon  again  the  required  time  and  effort  to  the  collection  of 
similar  statistics.  While  the  increased  proportion  of  books 
drawn  from  the  stack  may  indicate,  though  not  necessarily,  a 
smaller  proportion  of  'books  used  in  the  Reading  Room,  this 
loss  would  be  made  up  by  the  greatly  increased  proportion  of 
admissions  to  the  stack.  The  total  use  of  the  library,  therefore, 
may  be  estimated  safely  at  over  80,000  books  and  periodicals. 
In  other  respects  there  have  been  no  changes  of  consequence  ob- 
served, except  that  the  proportion  of  women  readers  has  in- 
creased decidedly,  and  that  of  visitors  not  reading  at  all  has 
decreased. 

The  Committee  on  Administration  has  authorized  the  print- 
ing of  the  "  List  of  Books  in  the  Reading  Room"  and  the  "  List 
of  Periodicals  Currently  Received,"  and  work  on  both  has  been 
begun.  The  first  is  to  be  issued  partly  for  the  use  of  readers 
and  partly  to  obtain  expert  criticism  of  the  collection  in  order 
that  it  may  be  made  as  complete  as  possible.  This  bulletin  is 
the  first  considerable  use  of  the  electrotyped  titles,  and  has 
presented  interesting  problems,  some  anticipated  and  some  not. 
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So  much  depends  upon  their  satisfactory  solution  that  the  work  of 
preparation  ought  not  to  be  hurried.  The  Fourth  Annual  Report, 
a  pamphlet  of  forty  pages,  was  duly  prepared,  and  the  larger  part 
of  the  usual  edition  of  4,000  copies  was  distributed  in  April. 

Some  not  unimportant  changes  have  been  made  in  the  routine 
of  the  work  of  classification,  cataloguing,  and  binding,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  enable  the  library  to  place  those  books  which  have 
to  be  bound  at  the  disposal  of  readers  some  two  weeks  earlier 
than  hitherto,  and  at  the  same  time  will  make  it  possible  for  the 
desk  attendants  to  find  a  book  not  yet  fully  catalogued  in  the 
absence  of  those  having  it  in  charge.  The  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  readers  in  the  evening  makes  this  now  a  matter  of 
much  more  importance  than  in  the  past. 

The  amount  of  routine  work  accomplished  has  not  differed 
materially  from  that  of  previous  years.  The  selection  of  books 
to  be  purchased,  however,  has  not  been  as  regular  as  is  desirable, 
partly  because  of  the  absences  of  the  Librarian,  and  partly  be- 
cause of  the  exhaustion  of  appropriations.  The  latter  cause  was 
more  especially  felt  in  the  departments  of  Natural  Sciences  and 
Social  Sciences.  In  the  first  case  certain  very  expensive  pur- 
chases were  authorized  by  the  Committee  on  Books;  in  the 
second  there  was  an  accumulation  of  titles  selected  in  previous 
years.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  department  of  Physical 
Sciences  the  selection  has  been  brought  down  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  in  the  other  departments  the  arrearages  are  less  than 
at  the  same  time  last  year. 

During  the  year,  4,601  orders  have  been  given.  Of  these  634 
failed  or  were  canceled,  leaving  3,967  valid  orders  covering  6,623 
volumes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $14, 148.41 .  Of  outstanding  orders 
3,924  were  filled,  covering  9,252  volumes  at  a  cost  of  $17,587.05, 
leaving  outstanding  1,098  orders,  covering  3,030  volumes,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $7,426.33.  The  classification  of  the  orders  of 
the  year  and  of  the  total  to  date,  as  well  as  of  the  estimated  cost 
of  each,  is  given  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics. 

The  total  accessions  for  1899  have  been  12,360,  of  which 
3,103  have  been  received  by  gift,  and  9,252  obtained  by  pur- 
chase. Volumes  made  by  binding  periodicals  are  included  in 
these  figures.  There  have  been  withdrawn  198  volumes,  leaving 
the  net  accessions  for  the  year  12,162,  making,  with  the  43,061 
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reported  for  1898,  a  total  number  now  on  the  books  of  55,223. 
Practically  all  books  received  by  the  library  to  December 
3  ist  have  been  entered  on  the  books,  so  that  there  are  now  no 
arrearages  of  work  in  this  line.  The  classification  of  the  acces- 
sions of  the  year  and  of  the  total  now  in  the  library  is  shown 
in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  growth  of  the  library  is  fairly  symmetrical,  the  totals  and  the 
percentage  in  each  department  being  as  follows: 

DEPARTMENT.  ACCESSIONS  1899.  TOTAL  IN  LIBRARY. 

VOLUMES.      PERCENTAGE.     VOLUMES.     PERCENTAGE. 

General  Works 2>7I5  22  11,880  21 

Social  Sciences 3.431  28  X3i569  25 

Physical  Sciences 1.290  n  8,582  16 

Natural  Sciences I»335  IJ  7.625  13 

Applied  Science 3.391  28  13.567  25 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  stated  that  the  13  per  cent,  in 
the  Natural  Sciences  have  cost  the  library  more  than  three  times 
as  much  as  the  25  per  cent,  in  the  Social  Sciences. 

Among  the  purchases  which  deserve  special  mention  are  a 
set  of  Muybridge's  Animal  Locomotion,  bought  of  Quaritch ;  a  selec- 
tion of  some  450  volumes  and  pamphlets  mostly  on  industrial 
art  from  the  library  of  the  late  Anatole  Montaiglon,  bought  at 
auction;  and  a  rearrangement  of  the  entries  of  the  publications 
of  societies  in  the  Accessions  Catalogue  of  the  British  Museum. 
This  last  was  edited  and  printed  photographically  by  the  New- 
berry  Library,  and  is  interesting  for  the  novelty  of  its  method  as 
well  as  useful  for 'its  contents. 

The  number  of  gifts  received  was  5,879,  and  accessioned 
3,108,  as  against  5,567  and  2,825  for  1898.  The  most  important 
gift  of  the  year  was  a  collection  of  some  1,500  volumes  and 
pamphlets  from  the  publishers  of  the  Railway  Age,  for  the 
greater  part  on  subjects  connected  with  transportation.  Among 
them  were  many  early  reports  of  railroad  commissions  which 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  obtain  through  the  usual  chan- 
nels. Besides  the  continuations  of  gifts  sent  in  previous  years 
and  the  many  single  volumes,  there  are  several  more  con- 
siderable gifts,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  sets,  complete  or 
partial,  of  the  publications  of  the  Library  of  Congress;  Chicago, 
Cornell,  Princeton  and  Tokyo  universities;  Alabama,  Georgia 
and  Minnesota  geological  surveys;  the  Royal  Zoological  and 
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Ethnological  Museum  of  Dresden;  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  the  instance  of  Senator  Penrose;  the  cities  of  Balti- 
more, Brooklyn,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  through  Mr.  G.  E. 
Hooker;  and  a  collection  of  books  on  engineering  subjects  from 
Mr.  Carl  Boechlin  of  Chicago. 

The  result  of  the  comparison  of  the  shelf-list  with  the  books 
on  the  shelves  is  truly  remarkable.  While  five  volumes  have 
been  lost  during  the  year,  one  from  the  Reading  Room  and  four 
from  the  Stack  Room,  on  the  other  hand  two  reported  missing 
last  year  have  been  returned  to  the  Reading  Room,  and  five 
have  been  found  in  the  Stack  Room.  The  total  loss  since  the 
opening,  therefore,  is  only  thirteen  volumes,  or  about  two-hun- 
dredths  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  volumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  Although  one  of  the  four  volumes  missing  in 
1897  has  been  found  this  year,  it  seems  best  to  withdraw  the 
other  three  from  the  records. 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  currently  received  was  1,806, 
at  an  actual  cost  of  $4,468.35.  About  100  more  have  been  sub- 
scribed for  but  not  yet  received,  and  the  number  of  subscriptions 
will  have  to  be  increased,  in  justice  to  our  readers,  if  the  Western 
Society  of  Engineers  decides  that  it  is  not  able  to  send  us,  as 
promptly  as  in  the  past,  the  numbers  which  it  does  not  intend 
to  bind.  A  re-estimation  of  the  cost  of  subscription,  however, 
shows  that  this  can  be  done  within  the  present  appropriation, 
and  still  leave  an  ample  margin  for  such  additions  as  may  be 
found  desirable.  Of  the  periodicals  received  this  year,  381  came 
as  gifts. 

The  first  portion  of  the  Union  List  of  Periodicals  has  been 
sent  to  the  printer,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  publication  can 
be  completed  this  spring.  It  is  certain  to  be  of  much  use  to 
the  libraries  of  the  city,  but  will  not  make  unnecessary  the  pub- 
lication of  the  list  of  current  periodicals  taken  by  the  library,  as 
the  latter  will  be  classed  as  well  as  alphabetical. 

During  the  year  5,932  volumes  have  been  sent  to  the  binders, 
and  6,214  received  from  them,  leaving  225  at  the  bindery  on 
January  I,  1900.  This  is  the  smallest  number  so  far  reported. 
The  cost  of  binding  was  $6,957.65,  an  average  of  $1.12  per  volume. 
The  cost  of  lettering  and  repairs,  including  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  changes  in  classification  and  the  insertion  of  several 
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thousand  book-plates,  as  well  as  the  care  of  the  12,000  acces- 
sions, has  been  $1,445.95. 

All  accessions  received  since  the  change  of  routine  referred 
to  have  been  catalogued,  and  the  accumulation  of  volumes 
uncatalogued,  though  still  inconveniently  large,  is  less  than  it 
has  been  for  some  time.  The  Cataloguer  reports  that  5,378  new 
titles  have  been  prepared  for  print,  278  new  titles  typewritten, 
231  old  typewritten  titles  prepared  for  print,  753  old  printed 
titles  recatalogued,  545  titles  prepared  for  the  cooperative  serial 
analysis,  and  301  such  titles,  prepared  by  other  libraries,  classi- 
fied for  our  catalogues.  The  total  number  of  titles  treated  by 
the  Cataloguer  and  his  assistants,  therefore,  is  7,486.  Besides 
this,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reprint  73  titles  on  account 
of  errors,  certainly  not  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  work  done. 
Cards  for  5,447  titles  have  been  received  from  the  printer,  and 
5,535  electrotypes  from  the  electrotypers.  The  total  number  of 
separate  titles  prepared  is  19,986;  of  sets  of  cards  received, 
19,330;  of  electrotypes,  19,170. 

The  cooperative  analysis  of  serials  has  been  extended  in  its 
scope  until  it  now  covers  236  serials.  This  library  has  furnished 
545  titles,  and  has  received  cards  for  3,799,  at  a  cost  of  $123.16, 
less  $54.50  allowed  for  the  preparation  of  titles.  Cards  for  754 
have  already  been  filed  in  the  catalogues,  and  those  for  some 
500  more  are  nearly  ready  to  be  filed.  The  classed  subject  cata- 
logue now  contains  some  20,000  titles  and  37,500  cards,  an 
average  of  1.85  cards  to  a  title;  the  author  catalogue  contains 
the  same  20,000  titles  and  34,000  cards,  an  average  of  1.7  cards 
to  a  title.  The  distribution  of  the  entries  in  the  classed  subject 
catalogue  is  shown  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics. 
Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  preparation  for  the  alpha- 
betical subject  catalogue,  and  some  800  guide  cards  have  been 
printed,  but  it  has  not  seemed  advisable  to  push  this  work  while 
so  much  remains  to  be  done  on  the  other  catalogues. 

Believing  that  much  more  use  would  be  made  of  the  set  of 
British  Blue  Books  if  they  were  more  systematically  brought  to 
the  notice  of  readers,  titles  covering  the  most  important  of  them 
have  been  prepared.  It  is  possible  that  these  will  be  printed  by 
the  Publishing  Section  of  the  American  Library  Association  for 
such  libraries  as  may  wish  to  subscribe.  The  success  of  these 
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experiments  in  cooperation  may  have,  indeed,  a  much  greater 
result  in  leading  to  a  determined  effort  to  avoid  the  wastefulness 
of  the  present  methods  of  individual  cataloguing  by  each 
library.  The  subject  is  to  receive  attention  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Library  Association.  While  the  difficulties 
are  many  and  great,  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  overcome  them, 
and  they  should  be  overcome  if  possible,  for  the  gain  to  each 
library  would  be  direct  and  considerable. 

The  library  has  been  represented  officially  by  the  Librarian, 
and  unofficially  by  the  Assistant  Cataloguer,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Atlanta,  May  6th  to 
nth,  and  officially  by  the  Librarian  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Illinois  Library  Association  at  Champaign,  February  22d 
and  23d.  A  contribution,  consisting  of  photographs  of  the 
rooms,  a  volume  of  printed  reports  and  papers  relating  to 
the  library,  a  volume  of  forms  peculiar  to  it,  and  a  miniature 
representation  of  the  printed  card  catalogues,  has  been  sent  to 
the  New  York  State  Library  to  form  part  of  the  collective  ex- 
hibit of  American  libraries  at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  this  year. 

The  changes  in  the  staff  have  been  again  unfortunately 
numerous.  Mr.  Hervey  White,  Reference  Librarian,  Mrs.  Kelly, 
senior  assistant,  Messrs.  Hoefer,  O'Connor,  and  Moon,  attend- 
ants, have  left  the  service,  thus  making. an  almost  complete 
change  in  the  evening  staff.  All  had  given  faithful  and  efficient 
services,  but  those  of  Mr.  White  deserve  special  mention.  To 
his  courtesy  and  tact,  no  less  than  to  his  breadth  of  education 
\l  and  study,  is  due  much  of  the  credit  which  the  library  has 
received  for  attention  to  the  wants  of  visitors.  The  vacancy 
caused  by  his  resignation  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Harry  A.  Millis,  Ph.D.  (Chicago).  Mr.  L.  C.  Bailey,  formerly 
an  attendant,  Miss  Elizabeth  Montross,  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Irving 
have  been  appointed  junior  assistants,  and  Messrs.  C.  B.  Camp 
and  W.  E.  Godso  have  been  appointed  attendants.  To  all  the 
staff  the  library  is  indebted  for  earnest  and  faithful  work  which 
has  accomplished  much. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

Chicago,  January  18,  1900.  Librarian. 
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NORMAN   WILLIAMS. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  the  John  Crerar 
Library,  held  January  18,  1900,  the  following  memorial  of  the 
late  President,  Mr.  Norman  Williams,  was  presented  by  E.  W. 
Blatchford,  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  records. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — Your  committee  upon  whom  was  laid  the  duty 
of  preparing  a  Memorial  of  our  late  honored  President,  Norman 
Williams,  beg  to  present  the  following  sketch.  While  a  long 
and  valued  friendship  would  justify  a  more  extended  tribute,  the 
material  available  at  this  time  is  necessarily  limited,  and  the 
occasion  permits  but  a  sketch. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Montreal,  Province  of  Quebec,  on 
February  i,  1835.  Both  on  his  father's  and  mother's  side  he 
had  a  long  line  of  honorable  ancestry. 

The  branch  of  the  family  from  which  Norman  Williams 
sprung  entered  Vermont  in  1774.  Captain  Phineas  Williams  led 
his  large  family  up  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  to  the  north- 
western part  of  Woodstock  Township,  where  for  sixty  years  the 
town  records  show  them  as  leaders  in  town  and  county  affairs, 
its  representatives  in  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  or 
holding  office  in  the  courts.  Jesse  Williams,  the  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  appointed  Associate  Judge  by 
the  Governor,  and  subsequently  Probate  Judge  for  the  Hartford 
district.  Norman  Williams,  the  father,  was  born  in  Woodstock 
in  1791,  and  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont  in 
the  class  of  1810.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  married 
Mary  Ann  Wentworth  Brown,  members  of  whose  family  had 
filled  important  offices  in  the  colonial  government  before  the 
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Revolution,  more  than  one  having  served  as  Governor  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Williams'  early  education  began  at  the  public  school  in 
his  native  town,  and  was  prosecuted  at  the  Kimball  Academy 
of  Meriden,  Connecticut,  where  his  preparation  for  college  was 
completed.  He  entered  the  University  of  Vermont  (Burlington), 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1855,  and  began  his  law  course  in  the 
Albany  Law  School,  at  the  time  one  of  the  prominent  schools 
of  the  country,  continuing  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Tracy,  Con- 
verse &  Barrett,  in  Woodstock. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Williams'  admission  to  the  bar,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  he  came  to  our  city,  in  October,  1858,  where  for 
over  forty  years  he  has  been  recognized  as  a  citizen  in  whom 
centered,  in  a  rare  degree,  elements  of  moral,  intellectual,  civic, 
social,  and  business  influence,  with  a  genius  for  friendship  which 
bound  to  him  irrevocably  all  who  came  within  its  attractive 
power.  For  two  years  Mr.  Williams  practiced  his  profession 
alone.  In  1860  he  formed  a  partnership  with  King  &  Kales, 
from  which  he  withdrew  in  1866,  and  associated  himself  with 
General  John  L.  Thompson,  under  the  firm  name  of  Williams  & 
Thompson,  an  association  that  continued  till  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Thompson,  in  1888,  the  firm  later  becoming  Williams,  Holt 
&  Wheeler.  Mr.  Williams'  thorough  studies,  and  also  his  prefer- 
ence, naturally  led  him  in  his  practice  into  fields  of  general  busi- 
ness, in  which  his  advice,  founded  on  well-established  principles 
of  law  and  equity,  secured  for  him  an  enviable  reputation.  In 
course  of  time  it  brought  him  into  association  as  legal  adviser, 
in  their  early  day,  with  some  of  the  business  enterprises  that 
have  added  largely  to  the  wealth  and  reputation  of  our  city.  He 
was  consulted  in  the  organization  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Company,  and  became  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  He 
early  became  interested  in  the  practical  applications  of  electrical 
science.  His  efforts  secured  for  Chicago  its  first  telephone,  and 
he  was  the  principal  organizer  of  the  Western  Electric  Company 
and  the  Chicago  Telephone  Company;  was  an  expert  in  theoret- 
ical and  practical  electrical  matters,  which,  added  to  his  legal 
knowledge  on  these  subjects,  acquired  by  his  connection  with  the 
patent  suits  involved,  led  to  his  appointment  as  United  States 
Commissioner  to  the  Paris  Electrical  Exposition  in  1881. 
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On  December  n,  1867,  Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Caro- 
line Sherrill  Caton,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Dean  Caton,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois. 

Your  committee  need  hardly  in  this  presence  dwell  upon  Mr. 
Williams'  special  ability  as  a  lawyer.  The  writer's  first  acquaint- 
ance with  him  as  a  legal  counsellor  was  in  deciding  upon  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  a  corporation,  new  and  peculiar  in 
the  trust  involved  and  the  duties  to  be  administered.  The 
breadth  of  his  observation  and  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel  were 
proved  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  A  brother  lawyer  says 
of  him:  "Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  city. 
He  did  not  appear  much  in  the  courts,  but  rendered  tremendous 
service  to  his  clients  as  a  legal  adviser.  I  venture  to  say  that, 
until  his  health  began  to  fail  him,  he  was  acknowledged  by  the 
legal  profession  as  the  leading  business  lawyer  of  Chicago.  He 
was  a  man  of  fine  conscience  "and  great  sagacity."  Another 
writes:  "The  legal  profession  has  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the 
departure  of  Norman  Williams.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  high 
attainments  and  success." 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Williams  ever  responded  to  calls  made  upon 
his  time  and  influence.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
though  he  never  sought  or  held  any  political  orifice,  his  advice 
was  called  for,  and  his  voice  was  heard  in  favor  of  true,  strong, 
upright  political  action.  During  our  Civil  War  he  was  a  con- 
stant supporter  of  the  government.  He  was  specially  active  in 
securing  arms  for  the  .first  regiment  of  colored  troops  recruited 
in  our  city,  and  in  forming  the  Irish  Republican  Club,  long  a 
power  for  good.  It  has  been  well  said  of -him:  "He  was  a  citizen 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  in  its  philan- 
thropies and  charities,  a  man  who  had  the  soul  of  honor,  and  a 
Christian  gentleman." 

Mr.  Williams  was  the  guardian  and  adviser  of  large  estates, 
and  acted  in  many  other  responsible  positions  where  good  judg- 
ment, integrity,  and  honor  were  essentials.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  and  chair- 
man of  its  Board  of  Trustees.  While  an  active  worker  in  many 
departments  of  the  strenuous  life  of  this  city,  Mr.  Williams  found 
time  for  the  cultivation  of  a  literary  taste  which  found  expres- 
sion in  thoughtfulness  for  educational  interests.  In  addition  to 
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a  membership  in  the  Chicago  and  Calumet  clubs,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  University  clubs  of  this  city  and  New  York,  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Literary  Club  of  Chicago.  He  was  a 
Director  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  and  gave  thought  and 
personal  labor  to  the  direction  of  this  institution  at  its  formative 
period,  some  of  the  results  of  which  labors  are  doubtless  recog- 
nized in  its  present  useful  and  influential  career.  Some  of  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  work  in  the  John  Crerar  Library  may  be  traced 
to  this  earlier  experience  in  our  city  institution.  In  connection 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  he  resigned  his  share  in  the  old 
homestead  at  Woodstock,  dedicating  it  to  the  uses  of  a  public 
library,  which  was  founded  and  endowed  by  his  brother,  the 
late  Edward  Harrison  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  and  named  after 
their  father,  "The  Norman  Williams  Public  Library."  Norman 
Williams  planned  its  incorporation,  was  the  first  President  of  its 
Board  of  Trust,  and  gave  to  the  details  of  its  administration,  and 
the  admirable  planning  of  the  building  itself,  his  time  and 
thought. 

But  at  this  time  it  is  particularly  in  his  relation  to  us,  as  the 
first  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  John  Crerar 
Library,  that  your  committee  would  present  a  memorial. 

When  his  long  time  and  intimate  friend,  John  Crerar,  planned 
his  magnificent  gift  to  the  city  to  which  he  owed  his  wealth,  it 
was  natural  that  he  should  choose  to  carry  out  his  beneficent 
plans  a  man  so  eminently  fitted  by  ability,  taste,  and  experience 
for  the  responsible  position.  Thus  was  Mr.  Williams  permitted 
to  give  the  closing  years  of  an  eminently  useful  life  to  laying 
the  foundations  and  planning  the  administration  of  an  institution 
in  which  was  embodied  his  literary  taste,  his  desire  for  the  lar- 
gest benefit  to  his  fellow-citizens,  his  experience,  his  observation 
and  study  of  libraries  and  consultation  with  distinguished  librari- 
ans throughout  the  world.  Here  for  these  years  has  he  presided 
at  our  Directors'  meetings;  every  detail  in  the  administration 
of  our  library  in  hand,  suggesting  wise  action,  and  inspiring  con- 
fidence by  his  own  broad  views  and  prompt,  clear  decisions. 
Here  has  been  manifested  that  geniality  of  temper  which  consti- 
tuted an  attractive  charm,  never  absent  from  his  countenance  and 
manner.  Here,  in  the  Directors'  Room,  will  he  be  missed  as  we 
gather  from  time  to  time.  Back  of  the  President's  chair  the 
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life-size  portrait  of  the  founder  of  the  library  looks  down  upon 
us.  May  we  not  here  have  a  portrait  of  him  into  whose  faithful 
hands  John  Crerar  intrusted  the  inception  of  his  inestimable  gift? 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  our  Board  held  on  April  9,  1898, 
Mr.  Williams  presided  for  the  last  time.  Already  illness  had 
appeared,  to  the  alarm  of  his  friends.  Soon  thereafter  he  left 
for  his  seaside  home  at  Little  Boar's  Head,  Rye  Beach,  New 
Hampshire,  where,  after  a  long-continued  and  heroic  struggle 
against  disease,  on  June  19,  1899,  he  quietly  passed  away.  He 
left  a  widow  and  three  children — Laura,  wife  of  Major-General 
Wesley  Merritt;  Mary  Wentworth  Williams;  and  a  son,  Norman 
Williams,  Jr. 

Many  are  the  men  whom  the  Green  Mountain  State  that  bore 
Norman  Williams  has  given  to  our  city.  Its  rugged  hills,  its 
patriotic  traditions,  its  colonial  history,  its  soundness  of  faith, 
its  heroic  responses  in  every  struggle  of  the  Republic,  develop  a 
manhood  whose  influence  in  professional  and  business  pursuits 
has  been  incorporated  into  the  very  fiber  of  our  city's  life. 

To  the  number  of  these  men  who  have  joined  the  majority 
do  we  now  add  the  name  of  one,  the  genial  light  of  whose  coun- 
tenance, the  beauty  of  whose  character,  and  the  warmth  of  whose 
friendship  will  ever  dwell  with  us — 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS. 

E.  W.  BLATCHFORD, 

S.  J.  McPHERSON, 

Chicago,  January  18,  1900.  H.  W.  BISHOP. 


THE 


JOHN   CRERAR   LIBRARY 


SIXTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
I9OO 


OFFICERS,  igoi 


•  President 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP 

first  Vice-President  Second  Vice- President 

HENRY  W.  BISHOP  THOMAS  D.  JONES 

Secretary 

ARTHUR  J.  CATON 

Treasurer  Librarian 

WILLIAM  J.  LOUDERBACK  CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


MARSHALL  FIELD 

E.  W.  BLATCHFORD  PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP 

ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN  ARTHUR  J.  CATON 

HENRY  W.  BISHOP  MARVIN  HUGHITT 

ALBERT  KEEP  THOMAS  D.  JONES 

JOHN  M.  CLARK  JOHN  J.  MITCHELL 

FRANK  S.  JOHNSON  LEONARD  A.  BUSBY 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Finance 

MARSHALL  FIELD 
ALBERT  KEEP  JOHN  J.  MITCHELL 

Administration 

E.  W.  BLATCHFORD 

MARVIN  HUGHITT  LEONARD  A.  BUSBY 

Buildings  and  Grounds   • 
JOHN  M.  CLARK 


HENRY  W.  BISHOP 


ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN 


Books 


FRANK  S.  JOHNSON 
THOMAS  D.  JONES  ARTHUR  J.  CATON 


DIRECTORS,  1894—1901 


NORMAN  WILLIAMS     -  ...  1894—1899* 

HUNTINGTON  W.  JACKSON       -        -        -  1894 — 1901* 

MARSHALL  FIELD        -  -        -  1894 — 

E.  W.  BLATCHFORD  1894 — 

T.  B.  BLACKSTONE        -  ...  ^4 — 1899! 

ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN        -  1894 — 

HENRY  W.  BISHOP 1894 — 

EDWARD  G.  MASON  1894 — 1895! 

ALBERT  KEEP      ...  .  1894 — 

EDSON  KEITH  -        ...  1894 — 1896* 

SIMON  J.  McPHERSON          ....  1894 — *899T 

JOHN  M.  CLARK       -        -  1894 — 

GEORGE  A.  ARMOUR   -----  1894 — 1899^ 

FRANK  S.  JOHNSON          ....  1896 — 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP  -        -  1897 — 

ARTHUR  J.  CATON 1900 — 

MARVIN  HUGHITT  ....  iyoo — 

THOMAS  D.  JONES    -----  1900— 

JOHN  J.  MITCHELL        -----  1900— .- 

LEONARD  A.  BUSBY         -  1901 — 

*Deceased  fResigned 


OFFICERS,  1895—1901 


Presidents 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS      -        -  1895 — 1899 

HUNTINGTON  W.  JACKSON         ...  1900—1901 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP          -        -  -     1901 — 

First  Vice-Presidents 

EDWARD  G.  MASON 1895 

HUNTINGTON  W.  JACKSON    -        -  -     1896—1900 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP      -  1900 

HENRY  W.  BISHOP        -        -                 -  -      1901 — 

Second  Vice-Presidents 

MARSHALL  FIELD 1895 — ^99 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP      -        -        -  1899 — 1900 

HENRY  W.  BISHOP 1900 — 1901 

THOMAS  D.  JONES  1901 — 

Secretaries 

GEORGE  A.  ARMOUR  1895 — 1900 

ARTHUR  J.  CATON  -      1900 — 

Treasurer 

WILLIAM  J.  LOUDERBACK  1895 — 


Librarian 


CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS 


1895- 


LIBRARY  STAFF,  1900 


Librarian CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS 

Assistant  Librarian  '-  ANDERSON  H.HOPKINS 

Cataloguer    ------  AKSEL  G.  S.  JOSEPHSON 

Reference  Librarian  HARRY  A.  MILLIS 

Assistant  Cataloguer     -         -        -        -  MARY  E.  HAWLEY 

Assistant  Reference  Librarian  CAROLINE  MILES  HILL 

Senior  Assistants 

EDITHA  C.  PHELPS  CHARLOTTE  H.  FOYE 

SARAH  S.  DICKINSON  ELEANOR  ROPER 

CLARENCE  W.  PERLEY 

Junior  Assistants 

i 

MARY  EMILY  MILLS  LESTER  C.  BAILEY 

CHARLES  WITT  ELIZABETH  MONTROSS 

GERTRUDE  FORSTALL  WILLIAM  E.  GODSO 

MARGARET  E.  ZIMMERMAN  PAULINE  GUNTHORP 

ANNIE  LOUISE  O'NEILL 

Attendants 

ROBERT  M.  BUCK  DOUGLAS  CALHOUN 

ASHLEY  T.  CONRAD  EDGAR  T.  KONSBERG 

WALTER  D.  NASH 

Pages 

WM.  FREDERICK  RODGER  EDWARD  E.  JAHNKE 

EDWARD  RAY 

Janitor THEODORE  F.  WILLIAMS 

Assistant  Janitor      -         ...          WILLIAM  R.  BICKHAM 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  following  gentle- 
men were  elected  to  serve  as  directors  to  fill  vacancies:  Arthur 
J.  Caton,  Marvin  Hughitt,  Thomas  D.  Jones,  and  John  J. 
Mitchell. 

The  Library  has  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  its 
President,  Colonel  Huntington  W.  Jackson.  To  his  sincere  love 
for  books,  and  his  belief  in  their  lasting  benefit,  he  added  a 
personal  love  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  and  of  its  founder. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  propriety  of  hanging  his 
portrait,  and  the  portrait  of  the  late  Norman  Williams,  in  the 
Library  building. 

The  year  past  has  been  made  notable  by  the  occupation  of  the 
new  rooms  on  the  fifth  floor  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  first 
publication  of  the  Library. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that,  notwithstanding  the 
considerable  expense,  more  than  $9,000,  for  fitting  up  the  new 
rooms,  the  surplus  of  the  year,  over  $65,000,  is  larger  than  for 
any  year  since  the  first.  If  added  to  the  Building  Fund,  it  will 
make  that  fund  amount  to  nearly  $320,000.  The  estimates  of 
the  income  for  next  year  show  an  increase,  and  the  total  is  now 
considerably  larger  than  was  thought  probable  when  the  Library 
was  organized. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian  gives  the  details  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Library.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a 
gratifying  increase  in  the  use  made  of  the  Library.  The  number 
of  visitors  was  more  than  41,500,  a  gain  of  nearly  7,000;  and 
the  total  use  over  95,000  books  and  periodicals,  a  gain  of  twenty 
per  cent  over  last  year.  There  have  been  added  during  the  year 
10,422  volumes,  making  the  total  accessions  to  January  I,  1901, 
65,445  volumes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  STENGER  GROSSCUP, 

Chicago,  January  17,  1901.  Acting  President. 
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STATEMENT   OF    FINANCES    FOR   YEAR    1900. 
CASH. 


Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1899: 

In  bank  -       $  10,471.84 

Librarian,  petty  cash  80.65     $   10,552.49 

RECEIPTS. 

Collections  account  income  $155,486.48 

Bills  Collectable  72.14 

Investments: 

Bonds  $  70,430.95 

Mortgage  Loans        -  37,500.00 

Stocks  961.30 

Special  Deposits       -  375>52°-23       484,412.48 

Bills  Payable  25,000.00       664,971.10 

£675,523.59 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Audited  Vouchers  -  $  95,929.29 

Investments: 

Bonds  $103,849.95 

Stocks      -  23,100.00 

Special  Deposits  1,877.54 

Bills  Receivable  400,000.00  528,827.49 

Bills  Payable  25,000.00  $649,756.78 


Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1900: 

In  bank  $  25,602.39 

Librarian,  petty  cash  164.42     $  25,766.81 
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INCOME 


OPERATION. 


$157,285.08 


EXPENSE. 

Administration: 

Rent,  Light,  etc.  $16,837. 06 

Salaries,  Wages       -  26,841.54 

Supplies    -  1,191.82 

Printing  2,464.21 
Transportation,  Postage         621.02 

Sundries    -  4,346.66 


$52,302.31 


Books: 

Books 
Periodicals 
Binding     - 
Lettering,  Repairs 

Buildings  and  Grounds: 
Repairs 
Depreciation 


$16,919.44 
4,261.27 
6,570.60 
1,261.00 


59.035-53 
1,788.98 


Surplus  for  year  1900: 

Carried  to  Building  Fund 


$29,012.31 


$10,824.51          $  92,139.13 


$  65,145.95 


ASSETS 


Bonds 

Stocks  - 

Mortgage  and  Other  Loans 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  - 

Book  Investment 

Accounts  Receivable 

Cash 

Total     - 


$1,792,969.48 

989,682.00 

910,000.00 

16,100.83 

131,192.53 

750.00 

25,766.81 


$3,866,461.65 


LIABILITIES. 


Endowment  Fund     - 
Building  Fund 
Book  Fund 
Security  Reserve  Fund  - 

Total 


,400,000.00 

319,069.34 

131,192.53 

16,199.78 


$3,866,461.65 
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During  the  year  the  Security  Reserve  Fund  reached  the 
amount  of  $66,190). 78,  of  which,  by  order  of  the  Board,  there 
was  transferred  to  Endowment  Fund  $50,000.00,  thus  placing 
the  Endowment  Fund  at  $3,400,000.00,  and  leaving  an  ample 
balance  in  the  Security  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Building  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  for  the  year,  viz.,  $65,145.95,  making  a  total  to  the 
credit  of  that  Fund  of  $319,069.34. 

The  Book  Fund  has  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the 
investment  during  the  year,  less  depreciation,  and  now  stands  at 
$131,192.53. 

Insurance  is  in  force  covering  the  property  of  the  Library  in 
amounts  as  follows: 

Books     -  -     $106,000.00 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Decorations  -               14,000.00 

Portraits  6,000.00 

Type  and  Cases  -  2,900.00 

$128,900.00 

WM.    J.    LOUDERBACK, 

Treasurer. 
Chicago,  January  17,  1901. 


Having  completed  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books  of 
account  and  vouchers  of  The  John  Crerar  Library  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  December  31,  1900,  and  verified  the  bank  bal- 
ances and  securities  on  hand  as  at  the  close  of  the  year  and 
found  everything  in  order,  we  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
statements  of  account  accurately  represent  the  transactions  of 
said  period  and  the  financial  condition  of  The  John  Crerar 
Library  as  at  December  31,  1900. 

SMITH,  RECKITT,  CLARKE  &  Co., 

Public  Accountants, 
Chicago,  February  27,  1901.  169  Jackson  Blvd.,  Chicago. 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen, — Again  I  would  ask  permission  to  express  the 
sorrow  and  regret  which  the  members  of  the  library  staff  feel 
at  the  loss  of  our  President.  They  have  had  necessarily  the 
most  direct  relations  with  Colonel  Jackson,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Administration,  and  from  him  they  have  had  such 
sympathetic  consideration  as  to  make  his  death  a  personal  loss 
to  them. 

Though  overshadowed  by  this  loss,  the  retrospect  for  the  past 
year  and  the  prospect  for  the  future  of  the  library  appear  very 
favorable.  The  library  has  had  its  means  of  usefulness  largely 
increased,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  sixth  annual  statement  will 
show  that  good  use  has  been  made  of  these  facilities. 

On  May  14,  the  library  was  put  in  possession  of  the  additional 
room,  on  the  fifth  floor,  provided  for  in  the  new  lease.  Recon- 
struction began  on  June  4,  and  was  practically  finished  by  the 
first  of  August.  The  work  of  moving  one-half  the  books  to  the 
new  stack  was  finished  and  the  rooms  actually  in  use  by  the  first 
of  September.  As  stated  in  the  report  for  1899,  these  rooms 
include  a  stack-room,  which  now  has  shelves  for  60,000,  and 
which  can  be  made  to  hold  68,000  volumes  (the  total  capacity  of 
all  our  shelf  room  is  about  135,000  volumes);  a  room  for  society 
meetings,  which  will  seat  thirty  persons  comfortably;  a  lunch- 
room for  the  staff;  and  a  room  for  the  charwomen.  The  stack 
is  the  latest  form  of  Library  Bureau  stack,  a  great  improvement 
on  our  old  form,  yet  considerably  cheaper  than  it.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  seats  for  readers  is  also  different;  small  tables,  two 
feet  by  three,  are  provided,  placed  against  the  ends  of  the  stacks 
nearest  the  outside  windows,  instead  of  long  tables  in  alcoves 
between  the  stacks.  The  new  arrangement  appears  to  give  satis- 
faction; certainly  the  light  thus  obtained  is  much  better,  and  the 
privacy  of  an  individual  table  is  agreeable.  Partly  because 
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of  this  improved  accommodation,  the  section  of  books  to  be 
shelved  in  the  new  stack  was  made  to  include,  as  far  as  possible, 
those  which  are  read  most  by  readers  admitted  to  the  stack,  and 
least  called  for  from  the  Reading  Room.  It  included  all  of  the 
departments  of  Social  and  Natural  Sciences,  and  a  part  of  that 
of  General  Works,  particularly  the  long  sets  of  publications  of 
learned  societies. 

Certain  changes  have  been  made  in  the  use  of  the  adminis- 
tration rooms  on  the  sixth  floor.  The  former  lunch-room  for 
employees  has  been  taken  for  the  combined  work  of  the  supply 
and  bindery  clerk,  the  former  supply-room  has  been  fitted  up  for 
the  work  of  shelf-marking  the  books,  and  the  janitor  now  has 
the  use  of  the  whole  of  his  room.  These  changes  have  made 
the  work  of  administration  much  easier. 

From  an  examination  of  the  first  table  of  library  statistics, 
which  gives  the  monthly  and  average  daily  attendance,  recorded 
use  of  books  and  periodicals,  and  number  of  visitors  admitted 
to  the  stack,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  recorded  41,697 
visitors  to  the  library,  an  average  of  134  for  each  day  it  was 
open;  slips  for  23,986  books  and  8,667  periodicals  were  pre- 
sented and  filled,  and  1,019  visitors  admitted  to  the  stack. 
A  comparison  of  these  figures  with  those  for  previous  years  will 
be  found  in  the  same  table.  The  smallest  attendance  on  any- 
one day  was  35,  on  July  4,  and  the  largest  282,  on  November  3. 
The  average  evening  attendance  has  been  30,  an  increase  of 
8  over  last  year,  and  therefore  a  larger  increase  proportionately 
than  in  the  day  attendance.  It  is  the  maximum  which  the 
Committee  expected  when  they  recommended  evening  opening. 

In  making  the  comparison  between  this  year  and  last,  two 
minor  points  of  difference  should  be  noted.  One  is  that  the 
library  has  been  open  every  week-day  throughout  the  year, 
except  January  I  ;  and  the  other  that  since  the  new  Society 
Room,  with  its  separate  entrance,  has  been  in  use  the  attendance 
at  meetings  there  is  not  recorded.  The  latter  fact  makes  less 
apparent  the  real  gain,  especially  in  the  evening  attendance. 
The  Committee  on  Administration  has  now  granted  the  use  of 
the  room  to  five  societies,  viz:  Bibliographical  Society  of 
Chicago,  Chicago  Entomological  Society,  Chicago  Mycological 
Society,  Illinois  Association  of  Public  Accountants,  and  Institute 
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of  Education.  As  a  rule,  these  societies  meet  once  a  month  for 
eight  months  in  the  year,  and  have  an  average  attendance  of 
about  twenty. 

The  other  point  mentioned,  the  opening  of  the  library  on 
holidays,  presents  some  facts  of  interest.  The  attendance  on 
the  legal  holidays  has  been  as  follows: 


RECORDED  AVERAGE  FOR 
ATTENDANCE    MONTH     RATIO 


Lincoln's  Birthday -.                 ...Feb.  12  161  149  1.08 

Washington's  Birthday Feb.  22  152  149  1.02 

Memorial  Day May  30  71  121  .58 

Independence  Day July  4  35  H2  .31 

Labor  Day Sept.  3  133  127  1.05 

Election  Day Oct.  9  123  135  .91 

Thanksgiving Nov.  29  60  155  .39 

Christmas Dec.  25  62  143  .43 

New  Year's  Day Jan.  i,  1901  92  (143)  -64 

As  would  be  expected,  those  legal  holidays  which  are  not 
generally  observed  show  very  little  difference  from  the  average 
of  the  month,  while  the  others  show  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
attendance.  Nevertheless,  the  total  attendance  would  seem  to 
justify  holiday  opening,  especially  as  these  figures  do  not  tell  the 
whole  story.  A  detailed  record  of  the  use  made  of  the  library 
on  Christmas  and  New  Year's  proves  that  the  diminution  in  the 
use  is  much  less  than  in  the  attendance.  It  was  found,  for 
instance,  that  only  seven  per  cent  entered  the  library  without 
reading,  as  against  twenty  per  cent  on  ordinary  days.  Also  the 
proportion  of  readers  drawing  books  from  the  stack,  which  is 
the  more  serious  use  of  the  library,  was  distinctly  greater.  The 
proportion  of  women  was  very  much  less,  being  only  six  per 
cent,  instead  of  more  than  twenty. 

The  record  confirms,  as  far  as  it  goes,  the  calculations  of 
previous  years  as  to  the  ratio  of  total  to  recorded  use,  so  that 
we  are  justified  in  assuming  that  the  total  use  of  the  library  in 
1900  has  been  more  than  95,000  volumes  and  periodicals. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  there  are  occa- 
sional requests  for  Sunday  opening,  but  that  the  total  number  is 
so  small  as  to  indicate  that  the  Directors  have  not  underesti- 
mated the  demand. 

The  detailed  classification  of  the  call-slips  and  admissions  to 
the  stack  is  given  in  the  second  table  of  library  statistics. 
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The  following  comparison  of  the  totals  and  percentages  for  each 
department,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1899,  shows  that 
the  rate  of  increase  in  the  use  of  books  and  periodicals  drawn 
on  call-slips  is  very  nearly  the  same  for  all  departments. 

RECORDED  USE  ADMISSIONS  TO  STACK 

1899  1900  1899  1900 


General  \Vorks 

Percent-                Percent-           Percent-          Percent- 
Total       age         Total       age     Total     age     Total     age 

6,150        23          7,46l        23        130        13        122        12 

4,048      15        5,184      16      133      13      139      14 

3,752        14          4,412        13        306        30        208        20 

1,804        7        2,365        7      190      19      260      26 

Social  Sciences 

Physical  Sciences  — 
Natural  Sciences  

Applied  Sciences 11,147      41       13,231      41      258      25      290      28 

The  full  table  shows  clearly  the  special  character  of  the  reading 
done  in  the  library.  The  largest  single  subject  is  Engineering, 
the  next  Physics  (including  Electricity),  though  if  Chemistry  and 
Chemical  Technology  be  added  together,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
chemists  are  a  very  good  second  to  the  engineers.  It  is  only 
after  these  that  we  reach  one  of  the  subjects  (History  and  Geog- 
raphy) which  figure  largely  in  the  statistics  of  most  libraries. 
The  table  shows  few  exceptions  to  the  rule  of  an  increase  in 
every  subject;  but  one  at  least,  the  nearly  stationary  position 
of  Physics,  is  hard  to  understand. 

The  very  small  increase  in  the  admissions  to  the  stack  is 
more  easily  explained.  It  is  partly  due  to  the  fact,  indicated 
in  last  year's  report,  that  the  number  in  the  Physical  Sciences 
in  1899  was  abnormally  large,  because  of  some  special  work 
of  translation,  and  partly  to  a  somewhat  more  successful  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  readers  in  the  Reading  Room,  due  to 
increased  efficiency  with  practice  of  the  Reference  Librarian  and 
his  assistants  and  to  the  increasing  effectiveness  of  the  cata- 
loguing. Twelve  passes  have  been  granted  during  the  year, 
making  a  total  of  54,  of  which  35  have  been  used  404  times. 
The  remaining  615  admissions  have  been  on  registration. 

Though  slightly  greater  than  in  1899,  the  average  time 
required  to  fill  calls  was  only  1.64  minutes,  and  as  90  per  cent 
of  the  calls  were  filled  in  two  minutes  and  94  per  cent  in  three 
minutes,  as  against  88  per  cent  and  96  per  cent  respectively  in 
1899,  it  is  evident  that  neither  the  distribution  of  the  books  over 
two  floors  nor  the  increased  demand  has  prevented  satisfactory 
service. 
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There  has  been  one  change  of  consequence  in  proportional 
distribution  of  readers  among  the  different  sections  of  the  city, 
shown  in  the  following  table  of  percentages: 

1897  1898         1899        1900 

South  Side 34  35           38           38 

North  Side 19  26           24           24 

West  Side 21  22           21            23 

Business  District 14  10            10             7 

Out  of  Town 12  778 

The  diminution  in  the  proportion  of  readers  registering  from 
the  business  district  is  in  itself  rather  to  be  welcomed,  at  least 
so  far  as  it  indicates  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the  usefulness 
of  the  library  throughout  the  city,  but  unfortunately  this  year 
it  is  so  great  as  to  indicate  a  diminution  in  the  actual  number 
of  readers  from  this  district. 

The  first  regular  publication  of  the  library,  other  than  its 
annual  reports,  has  appeared  during  the  year.  This  is  the  "List 
of  Books  in  the  Reading  Room,  January,  1900,"  a  book  of  251 
pages.  It  is  of  bibliographical  interest  as  being  the  first  book, 
so  far  as  known  to  me,  printed  from  electrotyped  titles,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Jewett,  the  librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  a 
half-century  ago.  In  spite  of  a  certain  irregularity  in  the  make-up, 
which  seems  to  be  unavoidable,  its  typographical  appearance  is 
pleasing  and  the  general  result  satisfactory.  Much  credit  is  due 
to  the  printers,  Messrs.  R.  R.  Donnelley  &  Sons  Co.,  for  their  care 
and  attention,  which  contributed  largely  to  this  result. 

Of  course  one  of  the  most  important  items  of  interest  is  the 
cost.  The  actual  cost,  not  including  the  electrotypes,  and 
omitting  cents,  was  $321.  Of  this  amount,  however,  $51  was  for 
experimental  and  preliminary  work,  and  at  least  $63  for  the  cover, 
title-page,  contents,  and  index,  leaving  a  balance  of  $207  as  the 
cost  of  228  pages  of  list,  or  90  cents  a  page.  The  cost  of  elec- 
troplating, cutting  apart  and  storing  the  electrotypes  is  60  cents 
a  page,  so  that  the  total  cost  of  the  first  edition  is  Si. 50  a  page. 
The  charge  for  making  up,  however,  was  very  much  greater  than 
it  need  be.  The  necessary  first  cost  of  a  similar  bulletin  should 
not  exceed  $  1.30  a  page,  and  might  be  brought  down  to  $1.15; 
a  second  edition  would  cost  only  from  55  cents  to  70  cents,  as 
the  cost  of  the  electrotypes  would  be  eliminated. 
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On  the  other  hand,  in  making  comparisons  with  bulletins  set 
from  type  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  titles  are  set  in 
small  pica  (n-point)  and  brevier  (8-point),  heavily  leaded,  and 
with  a  separate  line  for  the  heading.  By  setting  more  closely  in 
smaller  type,  and  condensing,  the  number  of  pages  could  be 
reduced  one-third.  The  relation  of  the  main  items  of  cost  of  the 
two  methods  would  stand  somewhat  as  follows: 

ELECTROTYPES    TYPE 
228  PAGES    I$5  PAGES 

Composition —  $230 

Electrotypes $137 

Make-up 68 

Presswork,  500  copies 52  35 

Paper,  500  copies 47  30 

Proof-reading  in  library -  57 


Total $304  §352 

These  figures  show  a  sufficient  economy,  even  on  the  first 
edition,  to  justify  the  continuation  of  the  present  methods,  pro- 
vided that  700  pages  of  bulletins  are  printed  each  year, 
and  provided,  also,  that  the  type  from  which  the  electrotypes 
are  made  can  be  obtained  as  now.  If,  however,  the  arrange- 
ments for  co-operative  cataloguing  furnish  printed  cards  but  not 
electrotypes  which  can  be  used  with  our  stock,  the  conditions 
are  altered,  and  the  library  will  have  to  reconsider  the  whole 
question.  It  may  be  found  desirable,  for  instance,  to  use  the 
co-operative  plan  only  to  secure  copy  for  our  printer,  or,  again, 
to  reset  for  the  bulletins  in  smaller  type,  and  then  to  electroplate 
and  separate  the  titles,  thus  obtaining  for  all  editions  after  the 
first  an  economy  even  greater  than  now. 

Although  this  bulletin  was  not  intended  for  general  distri- 
bution, enough  requests  for  it  were  received  to  make  necessary 
the  determination  of  the  policy  of  the  library  in  the  matter. 
Upon  consideration,  the  Directors  decided  that  the  publications 
of  such  a  character  as  this  should  not  be  distributed  gratuitously, 
but  sent  in  exchange  or  sold  at  a  nominal  price,  to  be  determined 
by  the  Committee  on  Administration.  Accordingly  a  price  of 
20  cents  at  the  library,  or  30  cents  by  mail,  was  asked  for  the 
few  copies  sold.  The  distribution  of  the  edition  of  500  copies 
has  been  as  follows:  used  in  library,  5;  to  exchanges,  262;  com- 
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plimentary  copies  to  Directors,  staff,  press  and  others,  84 ;  sold, 
34;  reserved  for  correction  of  second  edition,  50;  available  for 
distribution,  65. 

The  preparation  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Report,  a  pamphlet  of 
37  pages,  was  delayed  somewhat  in  order  to  include  the  memorial 
and  portrait  of  Mr.  Williams,  so  that  it  was  not  ready  for  distri- 
bution until  May.  The  usual  edition  of  4,000  copies  was  printed. 

The  work  on  the  "List  of  Periodicals  Currently  Received" 
has  progressed,  and  it  will  be  sent  to  the  printer  as  soon  as 
those  for  1901  can  be  included.  The  work  on  the  Union  List 
also  has  progressed,  though  much  more  slowly  than  was 
anticipated.  The  importance  of  this  list  to  the  library  is  so 
great  that  arrangements  should  be  made  to  keep  it  up  to  date 
by  the  issue  of  annual  supplements. 

The  distribution  of  one  copy  of  each  of  our  printed  cata- 
logue cards  to  the  seven  libraries  previously  supplied  was  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  On  January  2,  1901,  however,  the 
Newberry  Library  returned  those  which  had  been  sent  to  it  with 
the  statement  that  they  regretted  that  they  could  not  use  them. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  neither  the  expense  to  the  receiver  for 
the  arrangement  and  storage  of  6,000  cards  a  year,  nor  the  cost 
of  stock  to  the  John  Crerar  Library,  is  inconsiderable,  it  seemed 
desirable  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  any  other  recipient  would 
wish  to  have  them  discontinued.  The  answers  to  the  inquiry, 
however,  were  most  reassuring  as  to  their  usefulness  both  to  the 
public  and  to  the  library  administrations.  The  different  experi- 
ence of  the  Newberry  Library  must  be  attributed,  therefore,  to 
an  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  public,  more  complete  than 
could  be  reasonably  expected,  of  the  differentiation  of  the 
reference  libraries  of  the  city. 

The  changes  in  routine  mentioned  in  the  last  report  have 
approved  themselves  by  their  results.  No  further  changes  of 
consequence  have  been  introduced. 

The  work  of  selection  and  ordering  has  gone  on  with  fair 
regularity.  Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  the  Natural 
Sciences  and  part  of  the  Applied  Sciences,  particularly  Engi- 
neering. The  consequent  deficit  in  the  appropriation  for  Natural 
Sciences  was  reported  to  the  Directors,  and  met  by  a  transfer  from 
that  for  Physical  Sciences.  Because  of  the  unexpected  filling 
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of  orders  for  some  long  sets  after  they  had  been  reported  unob- 
tainable, the  orders  in  the  Applied  Sciences  also  exceeded  the 
appropriation,  but  by  so  small  an  amount  as  to  make  a  trans- 
fer unnecessary.  During  the  year,  4,701  orders  have  been  given. 
Of  these,  337  failed  or  were  canceled,  leaving  4,364  valid  orders, 
covering  7,468  volumes,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $14,402.37. 
Of  outstanding  orders,  4,751  were  filled,  covering  8,515  volumes, 
at  a  cost  of  $16,919.44,  leaving  outstanding  711  orders,  covering 
1,983  volumes,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4,909.26.  The  classifi- 
cation of  the  orders  of  the  year  and  of  the  total  to  date,  as  well 
as  of  the  estimated  cost  of  each,  is  given  in  the  second  table 
of  library  statistics. 

In  connection  with  the  plans  for  co-operative  cataloguing,  it  has 
seemed  desirable  to  learn  the  numbers  of  current  American  and 
foreign  books  ordered.  An  examination  of  the  order  sheets  showed 
that  in  1 900  633  orders  were  given  for  new  American  works,  that  is, 
books  published  in  1898,  1899  or  1900,  while  1,156  orders  were 
given  for  new  foreign  works.  As  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  are 
included  in  the  foreign  orders,  it  is  probably  true  that  about  one- 
half  of  those  ordered  are  in  foreign  languages;  but  this  equality 
does  not  hold  for  books  on  the  shelves,  because  the  gifts  are 
almost  wholly  works  in  English. 

The  total  accessions  for  1900  have  been  10,560,  of  which 
2,045  have  been  received  by  gift  and  8,515  obtained  by  pur- 
chase. Volumes  made  by  binding  periodicals  are  included  in 
these  figures.  There  have  been  withdrawn  138  volumes,  leaving 
the  net  accessions  for  the  year  10,422,  making,  with  the  55,223 
reported  for  1899,  a  total  number  now  on  the  books  of  65,645. 
The  classification  of  the  accessions  of  the  year  and  of  the  total 
now  in  the  library  is  shown  in  the  second  table  of  library  statis- 
tics. It  will  be  seen  that  the  growth  of  the  library  is  fairly 
symmetrical,  the  totals  and  the  percentage  in  each  department 
being  as  follows: 

DEPARTMENT  ACCESSIONS  NJOO  TOTAL  IN  LIBRARY 

VOLUMES      PERCENTAGE      VOLUMES      PERCENTAGE 

General  Works.- -- 1,71°  16  13.59°  21 

Social  Sciences 2,537  24  16,106  24 

Physical  Sciences 1,798  17  10,380  16 

Natural  Sciences 1,509  15  9,134  14 

Applied  Sciences 2,868  28  16,435  25 
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The  total  number  of  periodicals  currently  received  was  2,017, 
of  which  396  were  received  as  gifts  and  1,618  obtained  by  sub- 
scription at  an  actual  cost  of  $4, 26 1.27. 

The  more  notable  purchases  of  the  year  include  a  set  of 
Biologia  Centrali- Americana,  bought  of  Quaritch;  sets  of  Palaonto- 
graphica  and  the  publications  of  the  Palaeontographical  Society ; 
and  a  considerable  collection  of  sets  of  English  engineering 
periodicals,  bought  of  Batsford.  There  were  3,829  gifts  received 
from  545  donors,  of  which  2,045  were  entered  in  the  accession 
book;  the  figures  for  1899  were  5,879,  459,  and  3,108,  respect- 
ively. The  decrease  in  the  number  of  gifts  is  due  to  the  absence 
of  any  large  collections  such  as  were  received  in  1898  and  1899; 
the  increase  in  number  of  donors,  probably,  partly  to  an  increase 
in  the  public  interest  in  the  library  and  partly  to  an  increase 
in  the  exchange  list.  Among  the  more  noteworthy  gifts  are 
sets  of  state  documents  from  the  State  Libraries  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Jersey,  and  sets  of  publications  from  Cambridge, 
England,  and  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Observatories.  The 
library  is  indebted  also  to  Hon.  Shelby  M.  Cullom  for  its  designa- 
tion to  receive  the  publications  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey. 

As  the  rearrangement  of  all  the  books  incidental  to  the 
occupation  of  the  new  stack-room  gave  an  opportunity  to  correct 
misplacements,  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  check  the  shelf- 
list  during  the  year,  especially  as  it  is  known,  from  regular  and 
frequent  examinations,  that  only  one  volume  has  disappeared 
from  the  shelves  in  the  Reading  Room. 

During  the  year,  5,574  volumes  have  been  sent  to  the  binders 
and  5,431  received  from  them,  leaving  350  at  the  bindery  on 
January  I,  1901.  The  cost  of  binding  was  $6,570.60,  an  average 
of  Si. 19  per  volume.  The  cost  of  lettering  and  repairs,  includ- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  changes  in  classification,  as  well  as 
the  care  of  the  10,000  accessions,  has  been  $1,261. 

Not  only  have  all  accessions  of  the  year  been  catalogued, 
but  by  means  of  the  extra  assistance  provided  by  the  Committee 
on  Administration,  it  has  been  possible  to  materially  reduce  the 
accumulation  of  uncatalogued  volumes.  The  Cataloguer  reports 
that  5,504  new  titles  have  been  prepared  for  print,  94  new  titles 
typewritten,  268  old  typewritten  titles  prepared  for  print,  532 
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old  printed  titles  recatalogued,  592  titles  prepared  for  the 
co-operative  analysis  of  current  serials,  580  titles  from  British 
Blue  Books,  and  1,070  such  titles,  prepared  by  other  libraries, 
classified  for  our  catalogues.  The  total  number  of  titles  treated 
by  the  Cataloguer  and  his  assistants,  therefore,  is  8,640.  It  has 
been  found  necessary  to  reprint  100  titles  on  account  of  errors. 
Cards  for  6,117  titles  have  been  received  from  the  printer,  and 
5,276  electrotypes  from  the  electrotypers.  The  total  number  of 
separate  titles  prepared  is  25,520;  of  sets  of  cards .  received, 
24,272;  of  electrotypes,  23,354. 

The  co-operative  analysis  of  serials  has  been  continued. 
This  library  has  furnished  1,172  titles,  and  has  received  cards 
for  3,264,  at  a  net  cost  of  $71.12.  Cards  for  1,517  have  been 
filed  in  the  catalogues  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  2,327. 
The  classed  subject  catalogue  now  contains  some  26,500  titles  on 
49,500  cards,  an  average  of  1.88  cards  to  a  title;  the  author 
catalogue  contains  the  same  26,500  titles  on  41,000  cards,  an 
average  of  1.56  cards  to  a  title.  The  distribution  of  the  entries 
in  the  classed  subject  catalogue  is  shown  in  the  second  table 
of  library  statistics.  Some  2,300  guide  cards  for  the  alphabetical 
subject  catalogue  have  been  printed,  and  it  is  noped  that  this 
preliminary  work  can  be  completed  in  1901  and  a  beginning 
made  on  the  actual  filing  of  cards  in  this  section  of  the 
catalogue. 

In  preparing  this  subject  index  a  difficulty  was  met  which  led 
to  the  expansion  of  the  classed  catalogue  in  a  way  which  is 
believed  to  be  novel,  and  which  it  is  hoped  may  prove  useful. 
The  difficulty  was  that  of  arrangement  under  names  of  countries. 
The  elaborate  scheme  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  was  examined 
carefully  and  revised,  but  without  satisfactory  results.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussions  it  became  evident  that  the  desired  ends 
could  not  be  reached  through  any  alphabetical  arrangement, 
since  parts  of  a  country  would  be  separated  from  the  country 
itself.  Finally,  it  was  agreed  that  the  best  way  to  obtain  what 
was  wanted  would  be  through  the  classed  rather  than  through 
the  alphabetical  catalogue.  Consequently,  it  was  decided  to 
make  in  the  former,  under  the  place,  an  additional  entry  of 
all  titles  capable  of  this  treatment,  and  to  make  a  subordinate 
arrangement  by  the  first  three  figures  of  the  main  classification. 
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The  result  is  not  only  that  works  on  adjacent  places  are  brought 
together,  for  example,  Illinois  next  to  Michigan;  and  works  on 
part  of  a  country  immediately  follow  those  on  the  whole  country, 
for  example,  works  on  Chicago  following  those  on  Illinois;  but 
also  under  each  place  related  subjects  are  brought  together,  for 
example,  977.3  (570)  Natural  History  of  Illinois — 977.3  (581) 
Flora  of  Illinois — 977.3  (591)  Fauna  of  Illinois. 

The  prospect  for  a  trial  of  co-operative  cataloguing  in  the 
immediate  future  is  now  very  bright.  The  Librarian  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to  advise  the  Publishing 
Board  of  the  American  Library  Association  in  the  matter,  and 
that  committee  has  in  hand  arrangements  which  it  is  hoped  will 
enable  the  Publishing  Board,  under  the  Public  Printing  Act,  to 
obtain  from  the  Library  of  Congress  catalogue  cards  for  all 
books  receiving  American  copyright,  and  to  distribute  them  as 
wanted,  at  a  cost  much  less  than  the  mere  cost  of  printing  to 
a  single  library.  If  the  libraries  respond  as  generally  as  it  is 
hoped  they  will,  the  committee  will  then  prepare  plans  for  the 
cataloguing  of  current  foreign  books. 

The  Librarian  attended  on  this  business  a  conference  of  uni- 
.versity  librarians,  held  at  Columbia  University,  March  9,  and 
meetings  of  the  Publishing  Board  at  New  York  on  November 
23  and  December  8.  The  library  has  been  represented  officially 
by  the  Librarian,  and  unofficially  by  the  Assistant  Librarian 
and  two  other  members  of  the  staff,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  at  Montreal,  June  7  to  12. 
It  has  been  represented  officially  by  the  Assistant  Librarian,  and 
unofficially  by  another  member  of  the  staff,  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Library  Association,  at  East 
St.  Louis,  February  21  to  23.  Nor  is  the  influence  of  the 
library  confined  to  these  official  representations.  The  Assistant 
Librarian  is  chairman  of  the  Cataloguing  Section  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  the  recently 
appointed  committee  to  prepare  rules  for  printed  catalogue 
cards;  and  other  members  of  the  staff  are  secretaries  of  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago,  the  Illinois  State  Library 
Association,  and  the  Chicago  Library  Club. 

The  changes  in  the  staff  have  been  more  numerous  than  is 
best  for  the  good  administration  of  the  library.  Miss  Johnson, 
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Miss  Home,  and  Mr.  Irving,  junior  assistants,  Messrs.  Sherlock 
and  Camp,  attendants,  and  Charles  Gregory,  page,  have  left  the 
service.  The  withdrawal  of  Miss  Home,  on  account  of  her 
approaching  marriage,  was  especially  a  loss.  Her  services  were 
very  faithful  and  efficient,  and  her  promotion  would  have  been 
recommended.  The  pressure  on  the  Reference  Desk  caused  by 
the  increasing  demands  of  the  public  has  been  met  by  provision 

i  for  an  Assistant  Reference  Librarian,  to  serve  in  the  mornings 
only,  and  the  place  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  Miles  Hill,  Ph.D.  (University  of  Michigan).  Mr.  Clarence 
W.  Perley,  a  graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, has  been  appointed  senior  assistant,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  the  classification,  and  also  of  the  new  stack-room.  Miss 
Pauline  Gunthorp,  Miss  Annie  Louise  O'Neill,  and  Mr.  William 

*  E.  Godso  have  been  appointed  junior  assistants ;  Messrs.  Doug- 
las Calhoun,  Ashley  T.  Conrad,  Walter  D.  Nash,  and  Edgar  T. 
Konsberg,  attendants;  and  Edward  Ray,  page.  Some  of  these 
appointments  were  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the  resignations 
mentioned,  others  to  fill  the  new  places  provided  by  the  Directors 
for  the  proper  administration  of  the  increased  space  occupied 
by  the  library. 

In  spite  of  these  changes,  the  Librarian  hopes  and  believes 
that  the  reputation  of  the  library  for  efficient  and  courteous 
service  has  not  suffered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  W.  ANDREWS, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  January  17,  1901. 
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HUNTINGTON  WOLCOTT  JACKSON. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  JOHN  CRERAR  LIBRARY. 

Geittlemen — It  is  the  sad  duty  of  your  committee  to  chronicle 
the  sudden  death  of  our  recent  associate  and  President,  Hunting- 
ton  Wolcott  Jackson.  His  admirable  moral,  mental,  and  physical 
qualities  combined  to  make  him  respected  and  loved.  He  was 
the  exponent  of  a  good  ancestry  and  a  good  life.  Among  his 
forefathers,  on  both  the  maternal  and  paternal  sides,  were  many 
men  of  note,  honored  and  trusted  in  their  communities.  His 
father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  By  family  alliance  he  was 
descended  from  the  Wolcotts  of  Massachusetts,  a  family  that 
has  given  three  governors  to  that  state.  He  was  a  cousin  of 
Roger  Wolcott,  governor  from  1896  to  1898.  His  mother  was 
from  the  distinguished  Huntington  family  of  Connecticut.  His 
father,  John  P.  Jackson,  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  His  strong  inheritance  was  well  exemplified  in  his 
splendid  personality;  his  training  also  contributed  to  the  same 
end. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  on  January  28,  1841,  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  As  a  boy  he  attended  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover, 
Massachusetts.  In  1859  he  entered  Princeton  College.  At  the 
end  of  his  junior  year  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  His  valor  and 
aptitude  secured  for  him  rapid  promotion  and  the  position  of 
aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  John  Newton.  He 
fought  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac  at  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  in  other  battles.  He  was  with  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  was  wounded 
at  Kenesaw  Mountain.  He  was  commended  for  special  bravery 
in  rallying  a  broken  column  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  May 
3,  1863,  and  leading  it  into  the  enemy's  works  under  a  galling 
fire.  On  leaving  the  army  he  was  breveted  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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for  meritorious  and  gallant  conduct.  Then  he  spent  a  year  at 
the  Harvard  Law  School,  and  the  next  year  in  European  travel 
and  study.  On  his  return  he  finished  his  studies  in  Chicago  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1868;  in  the  same  year  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  old  school  friend,  David  B.  Lyman,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Lyman  &  Jackson.  In  1895  Mr.  Lyman  with- 
drew to  assume  the  management  of  the  Chicago  Title  and  Trust 
Company.  For  a  year  or  two  Mr.  Jackson  continued  to  practice 
under  the  old  firm  name.  Then  a  new  firm,  Jackson,  Busby  & 
Lyman,  the  last  named  a  son  of  his  old  friend  and  partner,  was 
formed.  Mr.  Jackson  took  keen  interest  in  public  matters.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the  South  Town  of  Chicago. 
Later  he  was  appointed  receiver  and  attorney  of  the  old  Third 
National  Bank  by  Comptroller  John  J.  Knox.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Chicago  Bar  Association.  He  was  for 
some  years  a  director  of  the  Chicago  Relief  and  Aid  Society. 

The  strength  of  his  splendid  character  was  felt  by  those 
about  him  and  was  made  manifest  in  his  letters  to  his  corres- 
pondents. Thus  an  old  college  friend,  Rev.  H.  W.  Swinnerton, 
writes:  "  I  saw  much  of  him  when  we  were  at  Princeton  to- 
gether; we  often  walked  together,  and  I  felt  it  an  honor  and  an 
encouragement  to  have  his  regard,  and  he  certainly  won  from 
me  a  sincere  and  admiring  affection,  which  I  have  never  parted 
with  and  such  as  few  men  have  ever  been  able  to  inspire  in  me. 
Our  ways  and  work  have  lain  far  asunder,  but  I  have  heard  with 
pride  from  time  to  time  how  he  had  won  men's  esteem  and  trust. 
An  occasional  exchange  of  letters  has  always  brought  back  the 
feeling  of  uplift — a  kind  of  communication  of  something  of  his 
superabounding  exhilaration  of  life  and  strength.  God  bless 
his  memory!  " 

Of  his  courage,  born  of  the  strength  of  his  convictions,  there 
is  early  evidence  in  an  incident  of  his  college  life.  According 
to  the  recollection  of  a  friend,  some  of  the  students,  after  the 
attack  upon  Sumter,  asked  permission  to  raise  the  American 
flag.  This  was  refused.  The  next  evening  a  party  of  students, 
of  whom  Mr.  Jackson  was  one,  climbed  to  the  roof  of  the  prin- 
cipal college  building  and  raised  the  flag  there.  All  were  sus- 
pended, and  when  afterwards  the  degree  which  he  would  have 
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received  if  he  had  not  gone  to  the  war  was  offered  him,  Mr. 
Jackson  declined  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Club,  the  Uni- 
versity Club,  the  Calumet  Club,  the  Chicago  Literary  Club,  the 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  Mr.  Jackson  remained  unmarried. 
Three  brothers  and  three  sisters  survived  him,  but  sorrow  over 
his  loss  hastened  the  death  of  an  invalid  sister,  who  followed 
him  almost  immediately. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  a  warm  and  trusted  friend  of  the  late  John 
Crerar.  At  Mr.  Crerar's  death  he  was  with  Mr.  Norman  Williams 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  and  a  co-trustee  of  The  John 
Crerar  Library,  then  to  be  founded.  It  has  been  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  these  two  men,  our  lamented  presidents,  that  this 
Library  has  been  placed  on  the  present  promising  footing.  The 
influence  of  Mr.  Jackson's  wise  judgment  and  legal  knowledge 
was  of  inestimable  value  to  the  Board  in  its  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  library.  By  his  death  a  wide  rent  has  been 
made  in  the  circle  about  this  table;  we  all  were  bound  to  him  by 
a  sense  of  warm  feeling  and  admiration.  His  kindness,  refine- 
ment, and  modest  reserve  were  well  balanced  by  his  strength  of 
character,  his  honesty  and  singleness  of  purpose.  His  absence 
from  our  meetings  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  a  matter 
of  keen  regret.  His  death  comes  to  us  as  a  deep  sorrow.  We 
bemoan  his  loss  both  as  companion  and  as  aid. 

FRANK  S.  JOHNSON, 
HENRY  W.  BISHOP, 
ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN. 
Chicago,  January  17,  1901. 


*.      *      *      * 

V 

*    *   ^llilfPl 

>  "^  *•        ^y^K:        * 


'  ^  *  * "  * 

*  %  *  Ik 

***** 

-*  *  *  * 


-4. 

*jk          >»  -4.  • 


-4-  x- 


** 


4 

+         * 

^         * 

'  .  -ilk.- '    4fc     " 


-  •  :  *  *  ^  ^ 

^^~;  -  «K^^ 

Mk 

•*.  ^  • 


' 


-:  * 

^          •  Hk. 

^          ^K          *          4 


^  •*          -k        -^        -^ 

*          *          -*  • 


*  * 

- 

^  ^  *4k  ^  *=  *  ^  * 

^^  **^** 


* 
*          *          * 

*  *        *        * 

Hk  fr  S\ 

*  *        4        4 


*        * 

'-  -» 


*         4 


^  4* 

M-  Si. 


•  * 

*       ^ 

^          -.-.  *          -f          * 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


